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12-yr-old
boy killed in Russian drone 
attack in central Ukraine 

 LR:  Light Rain  HR:  Heavy Rain  LS:  Light Snow  
 TDS: Thundershower  LC:  Light Cloud  SNY:  Sunny

GLOBAL
WEATHER

Beijing 29 19 SNY
Colombo 29 25 TDS
Dhaka 33 25 TDS
Dubai 44 28 SNY
Houston 30 23 TDS
Istanbul 33 21 SNY
London 20 13 SNY

Los Angeles 32 19 SNY
Melbourne 17 5 LC
Moscow 28 13 SNY
New York 26 15 SNY
Singapore 32 25 TDS
Toronto 23  13 SNY
Washington 26 14 SNY

SATURDAY 06�12�2025

ROME

POPE Leo XIV has taken his 
biggest step yet to correct one 
of  Pope Francis’ more prob-
lematic financial moves, can-
celing a special Holy See fun-
draising commission that 
was announced under ques-
tionable circumstances while 
Francis was hospitalised.

Leo on Thursday formally 
suppressed the fundraising 
commission, abrogated its 
statutes and fired its mem-
bers. He decreed that its as-
sets would go to the Holy See 
as a whole, and that the Vati-
can patrimony office would 
oversee the commission’s 
extinction.

A new working group 
would be formed, with papal-
ly approved members, to 
come up with fundraising 
proposals and an appropriate 
structure going forward, the 
decree said. AFP

Pope Leo takes 
aim at Francis’ 
controversial 
financial move 

Pope Leo
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Trump-backed 
Texas voting map 
gets top court’s nod

U.S. POLITICS

WASHINGTON 

THE US Supreme Court on 
Thursday allowed Texas to use 
redrawn congressional dis-
tricts for the 2026 mid-
term elections, boost-
ing the hopes of  
President Donald 
Trump’s Republicans 
to retain control of  the 
H o u s e  o f  
Representatives.

The push by Texas, 
which carves out five 
more Republican-
friendly districts and 
came at the behest of  
Trump, launched a 
series of  similar ef-
forts in states around 
the country.

The decision by the 
conservative-domi-
nated high court 
stayed a lower ruling 
which had said the re-
drawn maps “uncon-
stitutionally” sort 
voters based on race.

“Texas needs certainty on 
which map will govern the 2026 
midterm elections, so I will not 
delay the Court’s order,” Jus-
tice Samuel Alito, one of  six 
conservatives on the bench, 
wrote in his concurring opin-
ion. The three liberal justices 

all dissented with the order, 
which was unsigned.

“The District Court conduct-
ed a nine-day hearing... And af-
ter considering all the evidence, 

it held that the answer was 
clear. Texas largely di-
vided its citizens along 
racial lines to create its 
new pro-Republican 
House map,” Justice 
Elena Kagan wrote in 
her dissent.

While the ruling is 
technically only a tem-
porary halt to the low-
er court ruling, with a 
candidate filing dead-
line next week in Tex-
as, it effectively en-
s u r e s  t h a t  t h e 
Republican-favored 
map will be in effect 
for the 2026 midterms.

US electoral districts 
a r e  t r a d i t i o n a l l y 
drawn following the 
national census, taken 
once per decade to re-
flect the changing 

population.
The next census is not sched-

uled until 2030, but Republican-
ruled Texas, under pressure 
from Trump, decided to redraw 
its congressional maps mid-
decade to yield more Republi-
can districts.  AFP

US military’s focus to shift to Latin 
America under Trump’s new policy
White House calls for cultivating resistance within Europe against pro-immigration govts 

WASHINGTON 

US President Donald Trump’s 
administration set forth a new 
national security strategy that 
paints European allies as weak 
and aims to reassert America’s 
dominance in the Western 
Hemisphere.

The document released on 
Friday by the White House is 
sure to roil long-standing US al-
lies in Europe for its scathing 
critiques of  their migration and 
free speech policies, suggesting 
they face the “prospect of  civili-
sational erasure” and raising 
doubts about their long-term re-
liability as American partners.

It reinforces, in sometimes 
chilly and bellicose terms, 
Trump’s “America First” phi-
losophy, which favours non-in-
tervention overseas, questions 
decades of  strategic relation-
ships and prioritises US inter-
ests above all. The US strategy 
“is motivated above all by what 
works for America — or, in two 
words, ‘America First,’” the doc-
ument said. 

This is the first national secu-
rity strategy, a document the ad-
ministration is required by law 
to release, since the Republican 
president’s return to office in 
January. It is a stark break from 
the course set by President Joe 
Biden’s Democratic administra-
tion, which sought to reinvigor-

ate alliances after many were 
rattled in Trump’s first term 
and to check a more assertive 
Russia.

The United States is seeking 
to broker an end to Russia’s 
nearly four-year-old war in 
Ukraine, a goal that the national 
security strategy says is in 

America’s vital interests. But 
the document makes clear that 
the US wants to improve its rela-
tionship with Russia after years 
of  Moscow being treated as a 
global pariah and that ending 
the war is a core US interest to 
“reestablish strategic stability 
with Russia.” AP

President Donald Trump speaks at the US Institute of Peace on Thursday |  AP

2027 deadline for Europe-led NATO defence: Report
Washington: The United States is urging Europe to take on the bulk of 
NATO’s conventional defence responsibilities, including intelligence and 
missile systems, by 2027, Pentagon officials told diplomats in
Washington this week, according to a Reuters report. Some European 
officials described the deadline as ambitious.

DON’S NEW    
PRIORITIES
President Donald Trump’s 
administration released on Friday 
a long-awaited national security 
strategy that sharply changes US 
priorities in line with his “America 
First” worldview. Some key 
takeaways

No NATO expansion, 
which is a clear blow to 
Ukraine as it fights off 
Russia’s invasion

Washington wants 
access to key 
resources and 
strategic spots, while 
keeping governments 
stable to stem large-
scale migration north

China is cast as a 
competitor, but the 
focus shifts from 
military rivalry to 
economic competition

The paper is upbeat 
about closer US–India 
ties, despite past 
friction during Trump’s 
time in office
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The District Court 
conducted a nine-
day hearing... And 
after considering 

all the evidence, it 
held that the 

answer was clear. 
Texas largely 

divided its citizens 
along racial lines 
to create its new 
pro-Republican 

House map

Justice Elena Kagan

Girls pressured to convert in Pak
Karachi: Some Hindu girl students in Pakistan’s 
Sindh province have allegedly been told to convert 
to Islam to continue their studies, prompting the 
government to order an inquiry, an official said on 
Friday. In late November, parents of some Hindu 
girl students at the Government HS in Mirpur Sakro 
in Sindh said the school’s headmistress had asked 
the students to convert to Islam. 

PARADIP PORT AUTHOTIRY
ENGINEERING DEPARTMENT

HARBOUR WORKS DIVISION-III
e-TCN No:- CE/HWD-III/ACCTS-12/25/737, 

Dtd.01.12.2025
Name of the work: “Providing Drainage 
facilities along with maintenance repair 
to the plot inside BOT Bulb area near Gate 
No-1 at Port Prohibited area”. Put to tender 
value: Rs.2,76,82,807.39 (excluding GST), Last 
date & time of submission of tender through 
online bidding is 22.12.2025 up to 17:15 Hrs. 
For details, please log on to the Website:  
https://eprocure.gov.in/eprocure/app.

Sd/- Executive Engineer
Harbour Works Division-III,

Paradip Port Authority
PPA/PR/56/2025-2026             dtd. 05.12.2025


