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 LR:  Light Rain  HR:  Heavy Rain  LS:  Light Snow  
 TDS: Thundershower  LC:  Light Cloud  SNY:  Sunny

GLOBAL
WEATHER

Beijing 21 1 SNY
Colombo 28 24 SNY
Dhaka 31 19 SNY
Dubai 26 21 SNY
Houston 31 19 TDS
Istanbul 33 21 SNY
London 13 9 SNY

Los Angeles  20  12 SNY
Melbourne  26   15 LC
Moscow  4   2 SNY
New York   7 2 SNY
Singapore  28 25 TDS
Toronto 1  -5 SNY
Washington  3  -2 SNY

Smoke rises from the site of an Israeli  airstrike that targeted the eastern outskirts of the 
southern Lebanese coastal city of Tyre |  AFP

Iran, Israel trade strikes amid mixed 
signals from the US, deepening war
TEHRAN

IRAN and Israel traded strikes on 
Tuesday, as the West Asia war 
showed no sign of  de-escalation 
after US President Donald Trump 
signalled “very good talks” to end 
the three-week conflict. The war, 
sparked by US-Israel attacks on 
Iran that killed its supreme lead-
er, has upended global energy 
markets, roiled the world econo-
my, and spiralled throughout the 
region — even dragging in safe-
haven Gulf  nations.

Israel’s army said it had con-
ducted a “large wave” of  air-
strikes across several areas of  
Iran, which had earlier 
launched a “direct hit” 
on a building in an up-
scale area of  Tel Aviv. 
AFP images showed 
rubble-strewn streets 
and the side of  a three-
storey building in Israel’s com-
mercial hub in ruins, as first re-
sponders scrambled to assist at 
least four people lightly injured at 
four different locations.  Earlier, 
Iranian media reported US-Israeli 
warplanes had struck two gas fa-

cilities and a pipeline, hours after 
Trump stepped back from his 
threat to attack energy sites, cit-
ing negotiations to end the war. 
Trump on Monday said his ad-

ministration was speak-
ing with an unidenti-
fied “top person”, as he 
extended by five days a 
deadline to hit Iran’s 
power plants. 

But Tehran’s parlia-
mentary speaker, Mohammad 
Bagher Ghalibaf  said “no nego-
tiations” were underway, accus-
ing Trump of  seeking “to manip-
ulate the financial.”

As uncertainty swirled about 
diplomatic efforts to end the war, 

Gulf  nations Bahrain, Kuwait, 
the United Arab Emirates and 
Saudi Arabia said they intercept-
ed renewed drone and missile at-
tacks on Tuesday.

There are no formal diplomatic 
relations between Washington 
and Tehran, and Trump’s sugges-
tion that there had been progress 
in talks was met with a swift de-
nial from Iran. But Iran’s foreign 
ministry acknowledged that mes-
sages had been relayed by “some 
friendly countries” indicating a 
“US request for negotiations 
aimed at ending the war”.

Pakistan PM Shehbaz Sharif  
said he spoke with Iran’s Presi-
dent Masoud Pezeshkian.  AFP

Iranian media reports US-Israeli warplanes had struck two gas facilities and a pipeline

WASHINGTON

US President Donald Trump said 
that Secretary of  War Pete Heg-
seth was the “first one” to suggest 
attacking Iran when he discussed 
the “problem in the West Asia” 
with his close aides. 

Speaking at the Memphis Safe 
Task Force Roundtable in Ten-
nessee, on Monday, Trump said 
he called all his aides, including 
Hegseth and Chairman of  the 
Joint Chiefs Air Force Gen Dan 
Caine, to discuss the situation in 
Iran before making decision.  

“I called Pete, I called General 
Caine. I called a lot of  our great 
people. And I said, ‘Let’s talk. We 
got a problem in the West Asia. 
We have a country, known as 
Iran, that for 47 years has been 
just a purveyor of  terror, and 
they’re very close to having a nu-
clear weapon.  We can keep going 
and get that 50,000 up to 55 and 60, 
there’s no end, or we can take a 
stop and make a little journey 
into the West Asia and eliminate 
a big problem,” Trump said. 

Trump, who is facing back-
lash in his country over the is-
sue, praised Hegseth for his 
quick response on the issue.  
“Pete, I think you were the first 
one to speak up and you said 
let’s do it because you can’t let 
them have a nuclear weapon,” 
he said. The US president 
claimed “productive” talks with 
Iran; Tehran denied. AFP

Pete Hegseth 
first to suggest 
strike on Iran, 
says Trump

Iran names new security chief to succeed Larijani
TEHRAN: Iran on Tuesday appointed former Revolutionary Guards 
commander Mohammad Bagher Zolghadr as head of the Supreme 
National Security Council, replacing Ali Larijani, who was killed in an 
Israeli strike. Zolghadr, a longtime Guards figure, has held key roles in 
security and government, including deputy interior minister. His 
appointment signals a stronger military influence as Iran confronts 
US-Israeli attacks. Leadership in Tehran remains unclear following 
the reported killing of supreme leader Ali Khamenei, with successor 
Mojtaba yet to appear publicly.

Israel announces the 
territorial seizure
BEIRUT

ISRAEL said on Tuesday that its military would take 
control of  south Lebanon up to the Litani River, around 
30 kilometres (20 miles) from the border, as deadly 
strikes pounded the country. In the latest unprecedent-
ed step by Lebanese authorities since a new war erupt-
ed between Israel and Hezbollah, Lebanon’s foreign 
ministry declared the Iranian ambassador persona non 
grata, giving him until Sunday to leave the country.

Lebanon was pulled into the West Asia war when 
the Tehran-backed Hezbollah militant group began 
firing rockets into Israel on March 2 to avenge the kill-
ing of  Iran’s supreme leader Ayatollah Ali Khamenei. 
Israel has since launched strikes across Lebanon, kill-
ing at least 1,039 people. AFP

RUBIO TO MEET  
G7 ON IRAN WAR

WASHINGTON: US Secretary of State 
Marco Rubio will meet G7 

counterparts in France on Friday to 
discuss the Iran war and global 

security issues, the State Department 
said. The visit follows President 

Donald Trump’s claim of talks with 
Tehran, denied by Iran, and his pause 

on threats to strike its power 
infrastructure. Rubio will join foreign 

ministers in Cernay-la-Ville near Paris. 
Discussions will also cover the Russia-

Ukraine war. While G7 allies back 
Washington broadly, none has fully 

endorsed the Iran strikes, as tensions 
push global energy prices higher.
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THE SECRET OF GETTING 
AHEAD IS GETTING 
STARTED ❯ MARK TWAIN


