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LPG cylinder, fuel supply stable 
across Dharwad district

Officials attribute the situation to regular supply inflow and efficient distribution 
E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E 
@ Hubballi

DHARWAD district continues 
to maintain a comfortable sup-
ply position for both LPG cylin-
ders and fuel, with officials re-
porting no shortages as on 
March 25.

According to the latest stock 
statement issued by the dis-
trict administration, LPG 
availability remained strong 
throughout Wednesday. Dis-
tributors began the day with 
an opening stock of  10,882 do-
mestic cylinders and 688 com-
mercial cylinders. Fresh sup-
plies added 11,767 domestic 
and 359 commercial cylinders 
during the day, ensuring ade-
quate availability.

Demand remained steady, 
with sales of  9,793 domestic 
cylinders and 299 commercial 
cylinders. Despite this, clos-
ing stocks stood higher at 
12,496 domestic cylinders and 
782 commercial cylinders, in-
dicating a surplus position.

Officials attributed the sta-
ble situation to regular supply 
inflows and efficient distribu-
tion. The district’s LPG net-
work comprises 53 agencies, 
including 22 under HPC, 18 
under BPC, and 13 under IOC, 
whose coordination has en-
sured smooth supply.

A similar trend was observed 
in fuel availability across the 
district. Authorities reported 
total stocks of  1,115 kilolitres 
(KL) of  petrol and 1,735 KL of  
diesel. Daily consumption re-
mained within normal levels, 

with 371 KL of  petrol and 582 
KL of  diesel sold.

Among oil companies, Hin-
dustan Petroleum held 245 KL 
petrol and 365 KL diesel, while 
Bharat Petroleum had 420 KL 
petrol and 750 KL diesel. In-
dian Oil Corporation recorded 
the highest stock, with 450 KL 
petrol and 620 KL diesel.

Even after meeting daily de-
mand, fuel reserves remained 
sufficient across all compa-
nies, indicating no immediate 
supply pressure. The district 
is served by 124 fuel stations, 

including 68 in urban areas, 
and 12 private outlets operat-
ed by Nayara, Jio-bp, and 
Shell. Authorities said both 
LPG and fuel supplies are be-
ing closely monitored, and the 
current stock levels are ade-
quate to ensure uninterrupted 
availability for consumers 
across the district.

Meanwhile, district Super-
intendent of  Police (SP) Gun-
jan Arya said the district ad-
ministration held a meeting 
with officials of  oil marketing 
companies operating in the 
district, and there is no short-
age of  petrol and diesel in the 
district. 

Stating that the officials 
concerned have also assured 
that petrol and diesel are 
available in sufficient quanti-
ties, the SP has asked the citi-
zens not to panic unnecessar-
ily and hoard fuel, as such 
actions might disrupt the sup-
ply system. Hence, he request-
ed the public to remain calm 
and act responsibly.

A fuel station in Hubballi  |  D HEMANTH

From water dispute to 
calm: Peace returns to 
Gadag’s Chikkavaddatti 
E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E  @ Gadag

GADAG district’s Chikkavadd-
atti village, which experienced 
unrest over the past three days, 
has transformed into a serene 
locale as of  Thursday. The per-
sistent endeavours of  law en-
forcement and respected com-
munity elders have ultimately 
restored tranquility. Many indi-
viduals who sustained injuries 
are recuperating, and those 
hospitalised are also on the 
mend. A handful of  villagers 
who attempted to incite further 
discord by shattering glass un-
der the cover of  night, along 
with those instigating others to 
engage in conflict, have since 
calmed down. Nevertheless, the 
police maintain a vigilant pres-
ence as a precautionary meas-
ure. Numerous villagers ap-
p r o a c h e d  G a d a g 
Superintendent of  Police Ro-
han Jagadish and lodged a com-
plaint seeking to protect the in-
nocents whose names were 
unjustly implicated in the 
altercation.

Several women, children, 
and elderly residents who wit-
nessed the turmoil were taken 
aback by the intensity of  the 
animosity exhibited by both 
Scheduled Castes (SCs) and 
Scheduled Tribes (STs). Al-
though there exists a historical 
grievance, Chikkavaddatti vil-
lage had never before witnessed 
such a huge clash between 
communities.

An investigation into the 

confrontation and subsequent 
communal disturbance is cur-
rently underway, with police 
officials examining the case 
from all perspectives. Hun-
dreds of  villagers have im-
plored Superintendent Jagad-
ish for a transparent inquiry to 
absolve those innocents en-
snared in the melee. Both fac-
tions have filed First Informa-
tion Reports (FIRs), and law 
enforcement is diligently prob-
ing the matter. Chikkavaddatti 
village was embroiled in con-
flict  after a young man 
quenched his thirst by drink-
ing water from a farmer’s field 
belonging to a different com-
munity on Monday evening. A 
total of  32 villagers from both 
factions sustained injuries dur-
ing the altercation, with 15 re-
quiring hospitalisation. This 
incident unfolded in Chikka-
vaddatti village, located in the 
Mundargi taluk of  Gadag dis-
trict. A man traversing farm-
land under the sweltering sun 
on Monday drank water from 
the field. A farmer from the 
Valmiki community objected, 
asserting that the youth, hail-
ing from the Madiga commu-
nity, had no right to consume 
water from his property. This 
dispute rapidly escalated 
throughout the village, culmi-
nating in a huge clash between 
the two communities. The op-
posing groups engaged in 
stone-pelting, which created a 
volatile atmosphere in the 
vicinity. 

Vaccination 
camp held for 
Haj pilgrims  
in Ballari
E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E  @ Ballari 

AN health awareness and vac-
cination camp was organised 
for members of  the Muslim 
community preparing for the 
Haj pilgrimage, in the city. The 
programme was conducted by 
the District Health and Family 
Welfare Department.

District Health and Family 
Welfare Officer Dr Yalla 
Ramesh Babu, who visited the 
camp, advised pilgrims to take 
extra care of  their health while 
travelling abroad.

He also urged the public not 
to pay heed to misinformation 
and rumours circulating on so-
cial media regarding the Hu-
man Papillomavirus Vaccine 
(HPV), which helps prevent 
cervical cancer in girls. He said 
the vaccine is safe for girls and 
appealed to parents to ensure 
their daughters are vaccinated 
to help build a cervical cancer-
free society. During the camp, 
pilgrims were administered 
the meningococcal meningitis 
vaccine. Additionally, those 
aged 64 years and above were 
given B-OPV and influenza vac-
cines, along with other re-
quired immunisations.

Ghulam Mohammed Siddiq-
ui, Darul Sarkari Kazi of  Bal-
lari, reassured the community 
that there is no need to fear the 
vaccination and called for col-
lective support to safeguard the 
health of  young girls.

Former DWAC president Hu-
mayun Khan stated that the 
vaccination drive will continue 
for 90 days. 

A Haj pilgrim being administered a 
vaccine at a camp in Ballari I  EXPRESS

Untimely rains, hailstorms 
ravage crops in Gadag district

KCCI seeks govt support for 
holding INCOMEX-2026
Hubballi: As part of the preparations for the 
grand industrial exhibition INCOMEX–2026, 
being organised by the Karnatak Chamber of 
Commerce and Industry (KCCI), a delegation 
of the office-bearers of the chamber met Dr S 
Selvakumar, Principal Secretary of the 
Department of Commerce and Industries, in 
Bengaluru and held detailed discussions. The 
chamber stated in a release that, during the 
meeting, the exhibition’s objectives, the 
encouragement it would provide for industrial 
growth, the opportunities it would create for 
entrepreneurs, and its significance for the 
state’s economic development were 
explained in detail. The delegation also 
requested all necessary support and 
cooperation from the department to 
successfully organise such a significant event.   

Villagers of Chikkavaddatti  submit a complaint to Gadag SP Rohan Jagadish

R A G H O T T A M  K O P P A R  @ Gadag  

FARMERS in Gadag district have endured 
huge losses across various crops due to 
untimely rains. The agricultural commu-
nity has been grappling with the severe 
impact of  unexpected hailstorms. This 
season’s commercial and horticultural 
yields have been severely compromised, 
resulting in substantial financial set-
backs. In response, farmers have urged 
the district administration to take imme-
diate action, conduct a thorough assess-
ment of  the damages, and facilitate com-
pensation. The agricultural losses in 
Gadag include cotton, sunflower, wheat, 
as well as fruits such as watermelon and 
mangoes, alongside floral crops.  

The recent rains, persisting for over a 
week, have placed farmers in a precarious 
situation. They had harboured hopes of  
enhancing their economic circumstances 
due to promising harvests and favourable 
market prices for cotton. However, this un-
anticipated weather has devastated nu-
merous crops.  Cotton prices had been 
robust in the state for several months, 
reaching ̀ 7,500 per quintal. Unfortunate-
ly, as the rains commenced, the quality of  

the cotton deteriorated, leading to a dras-
tic price reduction to `5,000 due to mois-
ture accumulation caused by the rain.  

Hailstorms have ravaged mango or-
chards across more than 15 hectares 
within the district. Additionally, fodder 
and husk, which were preserved for cat-
tle throughout the year, have also fallen 
victim to the relentless rains. Mango 
growers, who had eagerly anticipated a 
fruitful season, have suffered considera-
ble losses due to the hailstorm.  

Ishwar Bhajantri, a mango cultivator 
from Gadag, lamented, “We have invested 
thousands of  rupees in seeds, fertilisers, 
pesticides, and labour costs. With our in-
come decimated due to crop damage, re-
paying our loans poses a formidable chal-
lenge for all of  us. The government must 
act swiftly to assist all farmers. A com-
pensation of  `50,000 per acre should be 
provided to safeguard the livelihoods of  
farmers.”   An official from the Horticul-
ture Department remarked, “This is a 
natural occurrence, and we find ourselves 
powerless in the face of  it. However, farm-
ers who have suffered losses are encour-
aged to reach out to their nearest horti-
culture or agriculture department. 

A sum of Rs 53 crore has been allocated for the construction of elephant camps, while trenches, 
tentacle fencing, and solar wire fencing have been installed. There are over 100 elephants 
residing outside the forests in the districts of Kodagu, Hassan, and Chikkamagaluru, and they 
do not differentiate between forested areas and coffee plantations. 


