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High drama during spot mahazar: 
Chikkodi police team faces attack

During the inspection, one of the accused created a scene claiming that he was innocent

E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E 
@ Belagavi

A dramatic situation unfolded 
in Kolhapur when a police team 
from Karnataka Police, Chik-
kodi subdivision, was allegedly 
targeted during a spot mahazar 
in connection with a robbery 
case.

The incident took 
place at Shivaji Na-
gar in Kolhapur, Ma-
harashtra, where of-
ficers from Chikkodi 
Police Station, Bela-
gavi district, had 
gone along with the 
accused for a pan-
chanama and spot in-
spection. According 
to sources, the accused, Dheer-
aj Valwalkar and Ravi Sonar, 
who had been arrested in a rob-
bery case registered at Sadalga 
Police Station, were taken to 

one of  the accused’s residences 
for mahazar proceedings.

During the procedure, one 
of  the accused suddenly cre-
ated a scene, shouting that he 
had been arrested without 
any reason and was innocent. 
His loud protest soon attract-
ed relatives, friends, and resi-

dents of  the colony.
What followed was 

high drama, as family 
members of  the ac-
cused allegedly began 
accusing the police of  
falsely arresting their 
son and claimed that he 
had committed no 
wrongdoing. The situa-

tion escalated further 
when some locals re-

portedly accused the officers of  
being “fake police” and at-
tempted to incite residents 
against them.

In the chaos, an alleged at-

tempt was made to assault 
CPI Vishwanath Chougala 
and the accompanying police 

personnel from Chikkodi. The 
gathering of  local residents 
created a tense atmosphere, 
forcing the officers to act 
swiftly to ensure their safety. 
With the situation turning 
volatile, the Chikkodi police 
sought immediate assistance 
from the Maharashtra Police. 
With their support and pro-
tection, the officers managed 
to safely return with the ac-
cused to Belagavi district.

Police sources said the ac-
cused had been arrested ear-
lier in connection with a rob-
bery  case  re gistered  at 
Sadalga Police Station, and 
further legal proceedings are 
underway.

Satish has all 
qualities to 
become CM: 
MB Patil 
E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E 
@ Belagavi

MINISTER M. B. Patil on Tues-
day said Public Works Minister 
Satish Jarkiholi possesses all 
the qualities required to be-
come the chief  minister, even 
as he asserted that the final de-
cision rests with the party high 
command.

Speaking to reporters on 
Wednesday, Patil described 
Jarkiholi as a key leader, but 
stressed that neither he nor 
Deputy Chief  Minister D. K. 
Shivakumar, nor others in 
contention, can claim the post 
unilaterally. “The opinion of  
MLAs and the people is cru-
cial. No one can declare them-
selves the CM. The public 
should endorse it, and ulti-
mately the high command will 
take a call,” he said.

 Patil added that several lead-
ers, including D. K. Shivakumar, 
G. Parameshwara, Ramalinga 
Reddy, Krishna Byre Gowda and 
Satish Jarkiholi, are capable of  
leading the state, but reiterated 
that the party high command’s 
decision will be final.

The accused Dheeraj in custody 
of Karnataka police for creating 
trouble when police went to 
conduct mahazar

Accused Dheeraj 
Valwalkar

BRUTAL ATTACK 

Minor among 3 
held for assault 
E X R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E  @ Belagavi

MARKET Police have arrested 
three suspects, including a mi-
nor, within 18 hours in connec-
tion with a violent assault re-
ported in the Khadebazar area 
of  Belagavi on April 27.

According to police, the vic-
tim, Santosh Sadashiv Don-
wade (33), a native of  Ingal in 
Chikodi taluk and currently re-
siding in Khadebazar, was 
working at a shop around 9 pm 
on Monday, when the accused 
arrived at the premises to con-
sume alcohol.

The accused have been iden-
tified as Sameer Mugutkhan 
(21), a resident of  Harle Colony 
in Bailhongal currently stay-
ing in Amannagar, Irfan Aziz 
Syed of  New Gandhinagar, Be-
lagavi, and a minor.

Police said that around 9:30 
pm, as they were leaving, 
Sameer allegedly pushed the 

complainant, leading to an ar-
gument. The situation escalat-
ed quickly, with the accused 
verbally abusing him before 
jointly attacking him using a 
machete and a knife. The vic-
tim sustained serious injuries 
to his head and back. The ac-
cused also reportedly issued 
threats during the assault.

Acting swiftly, a police team 
tracked down and arrested 
Sameer Mugutkhan, Irfan 
Syed, and the minor on Tues-
day. Further investigation is 
underway.

Burglary in Belagavi: Thieves escape 
with gold, silver, cash worth Rs 1.4 lakh 
E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E  
@ Belagavi

A burglary was reported in Sri-
nagar area of  Belagavi, where 
unidentified thieves broke into 
a locked house and stole valu-
ables worth approximately Rs 
1.40 lakh.

According to the complaint 
filed by Aftab Abdul Razak Hal-

si at the Malmaruti police sta-
tion, the incident occurred at 
his residence located at Plot No. 
1241. Aftab had travelled to Bail-
hongal to visit his in-laws, while 
his mother had locked the house 
on Sunday night stayed at his 
pregnant sister’s house located 
opposite their residence.

Taking advantage of  this, the 
thieves broke open the front door 

and entered the premises. Then 
they broke open the cupboard in 
the bedroom and stole gold jewel-
lery worth Rs 96,000, silver orna-
ments worth Rs 16,800, and cash 
amounting to Rs 28,000.

The theft came to light when 
Aftab’s mother returned home 
and discovered the break-in. 
She informed her son, who 
then reported it to the police.

Madhukar Nimbalkar passes away
Bengaluru: Madhukar Balwantrao Nimbalkar (85), 

resident of Kolhapur in 
Maharashtra, passed away on 
Tuesday. He was the father of 
senior IPS officer and 
Commissioner of the Department 
of Information and Public 
Relations, Hemant M. Nimbalkar 
and father-in-law of former MLA 
Anjali Nimbalkar. He has left 

behind a large number of his relatives. His final rites 
were held at Panchganga Muktidham in Budhwar 
Peth, Kolhapur on Wednesday, family sources said.

Cops crack 14 theft cases  
by arresting 11 accused
Gadag: The Gadag district police has 
cracked 14 theft cases by arresting 11 
interstate thieves. Police seized gold and 
silver ornaments and other valuables worth 
Rs 1.26 crore. The accused are from Belagavi, 
Haveri and Dharwad. They targetted locked 
houses and did not carry mobile phones 
while carrying out thefts. Gadag police 
successfully nabbed the accused after 
month long investigation. Police seized 703 
gm of gold, 4,337 gm of silver, two 
motorcycles, a goods vehicle, and a car.
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Yediyurappa never dreamt of becoming 
CM. He focused only on building BJP 
across the state and bringing it to power

B Y Vijayendra, 
BJP state 
president


