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Deputy Chief Minister DK Shivakumar said on Monday that the Congress would sincerely implement 
welfare schemes in the entire state, especially in Kalyana Karnataka as the region has elected more 
Congress MLAs and MPs, compared to other parts of Karnataka. He said the government has 
released Rs 5,000 crore each over the past two years for the development of this region

E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E  
@ B e n g a l u r u

ACTIVIST HB Karibasamma 
has urged the state government 
to implement and communi-
cate a clear legal process and 
issue guidelines for euthanasia 
at the earliest. 

The 86-year-old woman fight-
ing for this cause for over a dec-
ade, stated that the right to live 
with dignity  must  also  
include the right to die with 
dignity in cases of  unbearable 
suffering. She said the govern-
ment has failed to take the legal 
framework on euthanasia to 
the public, even years after rec-
ognising it. 

Karibasamma stressed that 
euthanasia procedures must be 
made available in government 
hospitals, which she described 
as the only accessible institu-
tions for the poor. She pointed 
out that thousands of  poor and 
elderly people, lacking finan-
cial and social support, contin-
ue to suffer from multiple ail-
ments, spending their final 

years in extreme pain and help-
lessness, often confined to their 
beds and dependent on others 
even for basic needs. People re-
main confused about where to 
apply for euthanasia and which 
hospitals to approach, leading 
many elderly persons to die in 
agony without clarity or assist-
ance, she said. 

She appealed to the state gov-
ernment to issue clear guide-
lines and not “invite the curse 
of  the suffering elderly” by de-
laying action.

Sharing her personal cir-
cumstances, Karibasamma 
said she is battling several ill-
nesses and no longer wishes to 
continue a life of  constant 
physical struggle. She said she 
has already submitted medical 
reports and sought permission 
for euthanasia from the Davan-
agere Deputy Commissioner, 
the local court, the Governor, 
and both the State and Central 
governments. She said that if  
permission is denied, she 
would end her life on behalf  of  
crores of  elderly people.
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R A G H O T T A M  K O P P A R  
@  L a k k u n d i / G a d a g

THE developments after a fam-
ily in Lakkundi found a stash
of  gold ornaments buried un-
der the earth on their land took 
a new twist on Monday. The 
family who earlier staked claim 
on the gold now says they do 
not want it. State Archaeologi-
cal Survey of  India Director Dr 
R Shejeshwar visited Lakkundi 
on Monday and confirmed that 
the find is a treasure.

However, the change of  mind 
reportedly took place after 
some seniors of  the village told 
the Ritti family that taking pos-

session of  a treasure is a sin. 
Several villagers told the fami-
ly that their land where the 
treasure was found is located 
behind the Lakshmi temple, 
hence, they should donate the 
land to the temple. Heeding 
this, the family has now re-
quested the district adminis-
tration to help them get anoth-
er house. 

Iraanna Bandi, a septuage-
narian, said, “We have seen 
many people who had taken 
such treasures suffering losses. 
Call it superstition, karma or 
whatever, but we have seen 
some families who suffered af-
ter taking gold dug up from 

their lands. Hence, we have 
suggested to the Ritti family to 
ask the government for help in 
getting a new house, and we 
will also help them.”

Both district in-charge min-
ister HK Patil and state ASI Di-
rector Dr R Shejeshwar said 
the gold found by the family 
was a treasure. 

They said they respect the 
honesty of  the family and the 
latter will be given suitable re-
ward according to the law. 

On Sunday, an ASI official 
from Dharwad said that the 
golden ornaments cannot be 
classified as a treasure but 
changed his statement on Mon-

day, saying that he was 
confused.

Patil said any valuable asset 
found under the earth is a treas-
ure, and it is government 
property.

Fo r m e r  m i n i s t e r  a n d 
Lakkundi MLA CC Patil, who 
visited the village on Monday, 
said, “ASI officials should not 
give confusing statements. I 
congratulate the Ritti family 
for their honesty in handing 
over the gold to the district 
administration.”

Gadag DC CN Sridhar said, 
“The family has shown their 
honesty and we will act accord-
ing to the law.”

Family says no to gold stash; ASI, Patil say it’s treasure

ASI Director Dr R Shejeshwar confirmed 
that the find is a treasure

Consider junking 
BMIC project, HC 
tells state govt
‘Plan only on paper for the past 30 years’
Y A T H I R A J U  @ B e n g a l u r u

THE High Court on Monday di-
rected the state government to 
consider discarding the Banga-
lore–Mysore Infrastructure 
Corridor (BMIC) project, which 
has remained only on paper 
over the past 30 years.

“The project proponents are 
collecting huge tolls by con-
structing peripheral roads and 
toll plazas. They are sitting on 
a huge land bank, but without 
its proper use as the express-
way has not yet been construct-
ed, and there is no sign of  it be-
ing constructed in future. 
Therefore, we direct the state 
government to re-look the 
project and take appro-
priate steps in this re-
gard”, said a division 
bench of  Justice D K 
Singh and Justice 
Venkatesh Naik T. 

The court made these 
remarks while dismissing 
t h e  p e t i t i o n  f i l e d  b y  
Chandrika, a resident of  Ben-
son Town in Bengaluru, seek-
ing directions to NICE Ltd and 
the state to provide compensa-
tion, as the petition suppressed 
the fact that she obtained  
Rs 51.36 lakh compensation  
in 2007 by executing an indem-
nity bond for full and final set-
tlement of  compensation for 
acquisition of  3 acres and 23 
guntas near Kengeri  in 
Bengaluru.

The project and its planning, 
as delineated in the Project 
Technical Report (PTR), has re-
mained only on paper, even af-
ter 30 years, for various rea-
sons... It is informed that out of  

111 km of  BMIC, only 1 km has 
been constructed by Nandi In-
frastructure Corridor Enter-
prise (NICE). It has constructed 
47 km of  peripheral roads from 
which it collects toll tax to its 
profit. But the ambitious 
project of  such a public inter-
est to decongest the city and to 
develop a new satellite town-
ship has remained only on pa-
per. Not even a single township 
has been developed in the last 
25 years. The result is that, to-
day, it is difficult to travel on 
the roads of  Bengaluru, and 
mobility has come to a stand-
still, the court noted.  

No purpose would be served 
by keeping the project alive 

when, in more than 25 
years, only one kilome-
tre has been construct-
ed. It would be in the 
interest of  the city, citi-

zens, environment and 
the future, to re-look at 

the project and take appro-
priate action for a fresh and 
new project, discarding the old 
one, the court said. 

“The population of  the city is 
more than 1.4 crore. It takes 
hours to travel a small distance 
in the city. The infrastructure 
facilities are crumbling down. 
The environment is badly af-
fected. The state government, 
therefore, must take necessary 
decisions for fresh planning by 
discarding the Framework 
Agreement at the earliest to 
ameliorate the living condi-
tions of  the city. We hope  
that an informed decision  
will be taken in this regard at 
the earliest,” the high court 
bench observed. 

Battling illnesses, activist 
seeks nod for euthanasia

HEALTH COMES FIRST
Dr Manmohan Singh Bengaluru City University Vice-Chancellor Prof Ramesh B 

undergoes an ayurvedic health checkup at a medical camp organised on the 
occasion of Vivekananda Jayanti in Bengaluru on Monday |   NAGARAJA GADEKAL 

E-auction of excise 
licences postponed 

on HC directive
Bengaluru: The state 

government has postponed 
the e-auction of excise 
licences following the 

directions of the High Court 
of Karnataka, Dharwad 

Bench.  In an official 
statement, the Additional 

Commissioner of Excise 
department said that as per 

an earlier notification, the 
live bidding of excise licences 

was scheduled to be held 
through the MSTC Portal 

(https://www.
mstcecommerce.com) from 
January 13 to 20. Following 
the directions of the High 

Court of Karnataka, 
Dharwad Bench in the writ 

petition (No.:110093/2025) 
dated December 26, 2025, 

the e-auction process is 
hereby postponed till further 
orders. The revised schedule 

of e-auction dates will be 
intimated later, the 

statement added. The state 
government was expecting 

to earn around Rs 1,000 
crore through the 

e-auctioning of over 550 
unused retail licences. ENS


