
$ $437 million
to be invested by Sweden in 
drones for its armed forces
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White House weighs 
blocking Exxon’s 
return to Venezuela
NEW YORK

US President Donald Trump has 
said that he is ‘inclined’ to keep 
ExxonMobil out of  Venezuela 
after its top executive described 
conditions in the South Ameri-
can nation as “uninvestable”.

Trump chaired a meeting in 
the White House on Friday 
with oil and gas executives to 
discuss plans for the Venezue-
lan oil reserves in the wake of  
the ouster of  former President 
Nicol’s Maduro.

“No, I didn’t like Exxon’s re-
sponse. You know, we have so 
many that want it, and I’d 
probably be inclined to keep 
Exxon out. I didn’t like their 
response. They’re playing too 
cute,” Trump told reporters 
aboard Air Force One en route 
to  Washington DC from 
Florida.

At the meeting, ExxonMobil 
CEO Darren Woods called the 
conditions in Venezuela as ‘un-
investable.’ “If  we look at the 
legal and commercial con-
structs and frameworks in 
place today in Venezuela today, 
it’s uninvestable, and so sig-
nificant changes have to be 
made to those commercial 
frameworks, the legal system. 
There has to be durable invest-
ment protections, and there 
has to be a change to the hydro-

carbon laws in the 

country,” Woods said.
Woods had then expressed 

confidence that with the Trump 
administration and President 
Trump working hand in hand 
with the Venezuelan govern-
ment, ‘that those changes can 
be put in place.’  Woods added 
that in the short term, ‘there 
are things that can be done 
while these longer term issues 
are being worked (out). We 
haven’t been in the country for 
almost 20 years.”  “We think 
it’s absolutely critical in the 
short term that we get a techni-
cal team in place to assess the 
current state of  the industry 
and the assets to understand 
what would be involved to help 
the people of  Venezuela get 
production back on the market. 
With the invitation of  the Ven-
ezuelan government and with 
appropriate security guaran-
tees, we are ready to put a team 
on the ground there.’  PTI

Donald Trump 

JERUSALEM

OVER two dozen families from 
one of the few remaining Pales-
tinian Bedouin villages in the 
central West Bank have packed 
up and fled their homes in re-
cent days, saying harassment 
by Jewish settlers living in un-
authorized outposts nearby has 
grown unbearable.

The village, Ras Ein el-Auja, 
was originally home to some 
700 people from more than 100 
families that have lived there 
for decades. Twenty-six fami-
lies already left on Thursday, 
scattering across the territory 
in search of  safer ground, say 
rights groups. Several other 
families were packing up and 
leaving on Sunday.

“We have been suffering 
greatly from the settlers. Every 

day, they come on foot, or on
tractors, or on horseback with 
their sheep into our homes. 
They enter people’s homes dai-
ly,” said Nayef  Zayed, a resi-
dent, as neighbours took down 
sheep pens and tin structures.

Israel’s military did not re-
spond to requests for comment. 
Other residents pledged to stay 
put for the time being. That
makes them some of  the last 
Palestinians left in the area, 
said Sarit Michaeli, interna-
tional director at B’Tselem, an 
Israeli rights group. 

She said that mounting set-
tler violence has already emp-
tied neighboring Palestinian 
hamlets in the dusty corridor 
of  land stretching from Ram-
allah in the West to Jericho, 
along the Jordanian border, 
in the east.  AP

This January 8 photo allegedly shows Israeli  settlers beating a man in the northern 
West Bank village of Deir  Sharaf |  AP

Palestinians flee homes 
amid settler violence 

DUBAI

US President Donald Trump 
said Iran wants to negotiate 
with Washington after his threat 
to strike the Islamic Republic 
over its crackdown on protest-
ers, a move coming as activists 
said on Monday that the death 
toll in nationwide demonstra-
tions rose to at least 572.

Iran had no direct reaction to 
Trump’s comments, which 
came after the foreign minister 
of  Oman — long an interlocu-
tor between Washington and 
Tehran — traveled to Iran this 
weekend. It also remains un-
clear just what Iran could 
promise, particularly as Trump 
has set strict demands over its 
nuclear programme and its bal-
listic missile arsenal, which Te-
hran insists is crucial for its 
national defense.

Iranian Foreign Minister Ab-
bas Araghchi, speaking to for-
eign diplomats in Tehran, in-
sisted “the situation has come 
under total control” in remarks 
that blamed Israel and the US 
for the violence, without offer-
ing evidence.

“That’s why the demonstra-
tions turned violent and bloody 
to give an excuse to the Ameri-
can president to intervene,” 
Araghchi said, in comments car-
ried by Al Jazeera. The Qatar-
funded network has been allowed 
to report live from inside Iran, 
despite the internet being shut 
off. However, Araghchi said Iran 
was “open to diplomacy.” Irani-
an Foreign Ministry spokesman 
Esmail Baghaei said that a chan-
nel to the US remained open, but 
talks needed to be “based on the 
acceptance of  mutual interests 

and concerns, not a negotiation 
that is one-sided, unilateral and 
based on dictation.”

Meanwhile, pro-government 
demonstrators flooded the 
streets on Monday in support of  
the theocracy, a show of  force af-
ter days of  protests directly chal-
lenging the rule of  86-year-old 
Supreme Leader Ayatollah Ali 
Khamenei. Iranian state televi-
sion aired chants from the crowd, 
which appeared to number in 
the tens of  thousands, who 
shouted “Death to America!” 
and “Death to Israel!”

Iran’s attorney general has 
said prosecutors will levy such 
charges against protesters, 
which carry the death penalty.

Trump and his national secu-
rity team have been weighing a 
range of  potential responses 
against Iran, including cyber-
attacks and direct strikes by 
the US or Israel, according to 
two people familiar with inter-
nal White House discussions 
who weren’t authorised to com-
ment publicly and spoke on 
condition of  anonymity.

“The military is looking at it, 
and we’re looking at some very 
strong options,” Trump told re-
porters on Air Force One on 
Sunday night. Asked about 
Iran’s threats of  retaliation, he 
said: “If  they do that, we will 
hit them at levels that they’ve 
never been hit before.”  AP

Iran govt declares  
three days of national 

mourning for ‘martyrs’ 
PARIS: The Iranian government 

on Sunday declared three days of 
national mourning for “martyrs” 

including members of the 
security forces killed in two 

weeks of protests, state 
television said. The government 

described the fight against what 
it has termed “riots” as an 

“Iranian national resistance 
battle against America and the 

Zionist regime”, using the clerical 
leadership’s term for Israel, which 

the Islamic republic does not 
recognise. President Masoud 

Pezeshkian urged people to take 
part in a “national resistance 

march” of nationwide rallies on 
Monday to denounce the 

violence, which the government 
said was committed by “urban 

terrorist criminals”, state 
television reported.

China urges stability in 
Iran, opposes force

BEJING: China says it opposes 
the use of force in international 

relations and expressed hope the 
Iranian government and people 

are “able to overcome the 
current difficulties and maintain 

national stability.” Chinese 
Foreign Ministry spokesperson 

Mao Ning said Monday that 
Beijing “always opposes 

interference in other countries’ 
internal affairs, maintains that 
the sovereignty and security of 

all countries should be fully 
protected under international 

law, and opposes the use or 
threat of use of force in 

international relations.”

LOS ANGELES

LOS ANGELES police respond-
ed Sunday after somebody drove 
a U-Haul box truck down a street 
crowded with marchers demon-
strating in support of  the Ira-
nian people, causing protesters 
to scramble out of  the way and 
then run after the speeding ve-
hicle to try to attack the driver. 

The U-Haul truck, with a win-
dow and side mirrors shattered, 
was stopped several blocks away 
and surrounded by police cars. 
ABC7 news helicopter footage 
showed officers keeping the 
crowd at bay as demonstrators 
swarmed the truck, throwing 
punches at the driver and 
thrusting flagpoles through the 
driver’s side window. The driv-
er, a man who was not identi-
fied, was detained ‘pending fur-
ther investigation,’ police said 
in a statement Sunday evening.

The police statement said 
one person was hit by the truck, 
but nobody was seriously hurt. 
Two people were evaluated by 
paramedics, and both declined 
treatment, the Los Angeles Fire 
Department said. 

A banner attached to the 
truck said “No Shah. No Re-
gime. USA: Don’t Repeat 
1953AP

Crowd attacks 
driver as truck 
hits LA protest

Trump says Iran seeks talks as toll hits 572
Supreme Leader faces rare street challenge as prosecutors seek death penalty for protesters

Anti-Iranian regime protesters stand with the Imperial Standard of the Shahanshah 
of Iran flag during a gathering outside the Iranian Embassy, central London |  AFP

China warns 
US against  
using 
Greenland  
as ‘pretext’
NUUK

China said on Monday that 
the United States shouldn’t 
use other countries as a 
‘pretext’ to pursue its inter-
ests in Greenland and said 
that its activities in the 
Arctic comply with inter-
national law.

The comment by a Chi-
nese Foreign Ministry 
spokesperson came in re-
sponse to a question at a 
regular daily briefing. 
US President Donald 
Trump has said that he 
would like to make a deal 
to acquire Greenland, a 
semiautonomous region 
of  NATO ally Denmark, 
to prevent Russia or Chi-
na from taking it over.  
Tensions have grown be-
tween Washington, Den-
mark and Greenland this 
month as Trump and his 
administration push the 
issue and the White 
House considers a range 
of  options, including mil-
itary force, to acquire the 
vast Arctic island.

Danish Prime Minister 
Mette Frederiksen has 
warned that an Ameri-
can takeover of  Green-
land would mark the end 
of  NATO. On Friday, 
Greenland Prime Minis-
ter Jens-Frederik Nielsen 
and the leaders of  the 
four other parties in the 
territory’s parliament is-
sued a joint statement re-
iterating that Green-
land’s future must be 
decided by its people and 
emphasising their ‘wish 
that the United States’ 
contempt for our country 
ends.’ Trump reiterated 
his argument that the US 
needs to ‘take Green-
land,’ otherwise Russia 
or China would, in com-
ments aboard Air Force 
One on Sunday. 

He said he’d rather ‘make 
a deal’ for the territory, ‘but 
one way or the other, we’re 
going to have Greenland.’  
China declared itself  a 
‘near-Arctic state’ in 2018 
and plans a Polar Silk Road 
under the Belt and Road 
Initiative. AP

Indian-born US as-
tronomer gets top 
Royal Astronomical 
Society honour
LONDON 

US-BASED astronomer Professor Shrinivas 
Kulkarni has been awarded the prestigious 
Gold Medal by the Royal Astronomical Society 
in London for his “field-defining” discoveries 
in time-domain astronomy.

Maharashtra-born Kulkarni is the George 
Ellery Hale Professor of  Astronomy and 
Planetary Science at the California Institute 
of  Technology (Caltech), where he has dis-

covered a wide range of  
astronomical objects, 
including brown dwarfs 
and remote bursts of  
gamma rays. 

His RAS Gold Medal ci-
tation from last week rec-
ognises his “sustained, 
innovative and ground-
breaking contributions to 
multi-wavelength tran-
sient astrophysics”. In re-
ceiving the highest hon-
our from the historic 

organisation, awarded an-
nually since 1824, he joins great scientific minds 
such as Stephen Hawking, Jocelyn Bell Burnell, 
Albert Einstein and Edwin Hubble.  “I was very 
surprised to hear the news, especially given 
the stellar list of  past winners,” said Kulkarni. 
“I would like to thank my long-term collabora-
tors and the engineering crew and members of  
the Palomar Transient Factory and the Zwicky 
Transient Facility for their immense contribu-
tion to the projects,” he said. 

The scientist described this discovery of  the 
first millisecond pulsar as “the most fun 
achievement in my life”, adding: “I was a grad-
uate student when I made the discovery. I could 
not sleep for several days!”   Kulkarni joined 
Caltech in 1985 and made landmark discover-
ies on gamma-ray bursts. PTI

Shrinivas Kulkarni


