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South Africa secures release of 11 
nationals lured to fight in Russia
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France ups the ante in spat with US, 
says ministers won’t meet envoy
PARIS

FRANCE’S spat with the US 
ambassador to Paris took an-
other turn Tuesday with the 
French foreign minister saying 
the top US diplomat in France 
must respond to a summons 
and won’t have access to French 
government officials until he 
complies.

French authorities had sum-
moned Ambassador Charles 
Kushner — the father of  US 
President Donald Trump ’s son-
in-law and adviser Jared Kush-
ner — for a meeting on Monday 
over comments from the Trump 

administration that France ob-
jected to. But Kushner did not 
show up. The US Embassy did 
not respond.

On Tuesday, French Foreign 
Minister Jean-Noël Barrot de-
scribed the failure to attend the 
meeting as “a surprise” that 
flew in the face of  diplomatic 
protocol and will dent Charles 
Kushner’s ability to serve as an 
ambassador.

“It will, naturally, affect his 
capacity to exercise his mis-
sion in our country,” Barrot 
told broadcaster France Info.

He said Kushner “is bringing 
difficulties on himself. Because 

for an ambassador to be able to 
do his job he needs access to 
members of  the government.”

“There is nothing more usual 
than summoning an ambassa-
dor when explanations need to 
be made,” he said. “When these 
explanations have taken place,
then the US ambassador in 
France will, naturally, regain 
access to members of  the 
French government.” 

France’s foreign ministry 
had summoned Kushner over 
Trump administration tweets 
relating to the beating death in 
France of  a far-right activist, 
Quentin Deranque. The 23-year-

old student, a nationalist, was 
beaten by a group earlier this 
month in Lyon, in fighting that 
erupted between far-left and 
far-right activists. He later died 
of  brain injuries.

In a post last week on X, the 
State Department’s Counterter-
rorism Bureau said “violent 
radical leftism is on the rise 
and its role in Quentin Der-
anque’s death demonstrates the 
threat it poses to public safety.” 
The US Embassy in Paris post-
ed the same statement.

Barrot said France needs to 
discuss the comments with 
Kushner. 

E X P R E S S  R E A D
Egypt seeks support for 
Lebanese army
CAIRO: Egypt on Tuesday urged the 
international community to better 
support Lebanon’s armed forces to
ensure that all weapons in the country 
come under the exclusive authority of 
the state. Speaking at a preparatory 
meeting in Cairo ahead of next month’s 
Paris conference in support of the 
Lebanese army, Egypt’s Foreign Minister 
Badr Abdelatty praised “the success of 
the Lebanese army in completing the 
first phase of the plan”. “This 
achievement reflects the efficiency of 
the military institution and requires 
intensifying international support to 
complete the remaining phases of the 
plan,” Abdelatty said. Last year, 
Lebanon’s government committed to 
disarming Hezbollah, which was 
weakened in its recent war with Israel, 
and tasked the army with drafting a 
plan to implement the decision. 

TEL AVIV

SEVENTEEN international aid 
groups said Tuesday they have 
petitioned Israel’s Supreme 
Court to allow them to keep 
working in the Gaza Strip and 
other Palestinian areas, where 
Israel is set to bar them for re-
fusing to comply with new 
rules.

Israel says it will ban 37 aid 
groups by March 1. The rules 
announced last year require 
aid groups to register the 
names and contact information 
of  employees, and to provide 
details about their funding and 
operations. The groups view 
the rules as invasive and arbi-
trary, and say the ban would 
hinder critical assistance to 
people in war-ravaged Gaza.

They have appealed for an ur-
gent interim order that would 
halt the process until a final 
ruling, they said in a joint state-
ment Tuesday. The government 
has until Wednesday afternoon 
to respond, according to a court 
document.

The statement said that stop-
ping the groups’ activities will 
lead to a “humanitarian col-
lapse and irreparable harm” 
for hundreds of  thousands of  
people in need. They say the 
ban violates Israel’s obligations 
and shows “extreme unreason-
a b l e n e s s  a n d  l a c k  o f  
proportionality.”

Aid groups that refuse to 
comply say they fear what Is-
rael might do with the data of  
their employees, noting that 
hundreds of  workers have been 
killed in Israeli strikes.        AP

Aid groups 
move court to 
allow them to 
work in Gaza

The scene of a helicopter crash in the town of Dorcheh some 
205 miles (330 kilometers) south of the capital Tehran, Iran, 
Tuesday| AP

Iran military 
helicopter crashes 
into market
TEHRAN

AN Iranian military helicopter crashed into a 
fruit and vegetable market in central Iran on 
Tuesday, reportedly killing at least four people.

The crash happened in the town of  Dorcheh, 
some 330 kilometers (205 miles) south of  Iran’s 
capital, Tehran, in the country’s Isfahan prov-
ince, Iranian state television reported. Isfahan is 
home to a major Iranian air base, as well as a 
nuclear site struck by the U.S. during the Iran-
Israel war in June.

The army helicopter had been on a training 
flight, state TV said. The pilot and co-pilot died in 
the crash, it added, showing footage of  debris and 
smoke rising from the market.

Iran’s semiofficial Fars news agency said two 
people on the ground at the market died in the 
crash.

This is the second crash in less than a week in 
Iran. An F-4 fighter jet crashed near Iran’s west-
ern city of  Hamedan, killing one of  its pilots.

Iran has a history of  fatal crashes involving 
jets. 

Western sanctions have dried up the supply of  
parts for aircraft in Iran, which relies on a fleet 
of  aging helicopters and airplanes for both its 
government and commercial-owned airlines.
AP

Relatives of those killed stand near the Wall of Remembrance to mark the fourth anniversary of the 
Russian invasion in Bucha, Ukraine, on Tuesday |  AP

KYIV

UKRAINIAN President Volodymyr Zel-
enskyy said Tuesday that Russia has not 
“broken Ukrainians” nor triumphed in 
its war, four years after an invasion that 
has tested the resolve of  Kyiv and its al-
lies and fueled European fears about the 
scale of  Moscow’s ambitions.

In a show of  support, more than a doz-
en senior European officials headed to 
the Ukrainian capital to mark the anni-
versary of  the conflict, which has killed 
tens of  thousands of  people, upended 
life for millions, and created instability 
beyond its borders.

Zelenskyy said his country has with-
stood the onslaught by Russia’s bigger 
and better equipped army, which over 
the past year of  fighting captured just 
0.79% of  Ukraine’s territory, according 
to the Institute for the Study of  War, a 
Washington-based think tank. Russia 
now holds nearly 20% of  Ukraine.

“Looking back at the beginning of  the 

invasion and reflecting on today, we have 
every right to say: We have defended our 
independence, we have not lost our state-
hood,” Zelenskyy said on social media, 
adding that Russian President Vladimir 
Putin has “not achieved his goals.”

“He has not broken Ukrainians; he has 
not won this war,” Zelenskyy said.

Despite the show of  defiance, Ukraine 
has struggled to hold off  Russia’s on-
slaught, and the war has brought wide-
spread hardship for Ukrainian civilians. 
Russia’s aerial attacks have devastated 
families and denied civilians power and 
running water.

Putin made no mention of  the anni-
versary nor did he say how the war was
going when he spoke at a meeting in 
Moscow of  top officials of  the Federal 
Security Service, or FSB, on Tuesday.

However, he told them that the threat 
of  Ukrainian attacks on Russian soil has 
grown. Ukraine has increasingly de-
ployed long-range drones to strike Rus-
sia.                           AP

Zelenskyy says Putin has 
‘not broken’ Ukrainians
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For details of works / Procurement / Due date of submission / Opening, viewing and downloading of 
e-tenders, please visit websites: www.tangedco.gov.in, www.tenders.tn.gov.in, www.tntenders.gov.in/nicgep/app

Tamil Nadu Power Generation Corporation Ltd
Notice Inviting Tenders (E-Tendering Process)

Specification 
No.

Tender Inviting 
Authority

Name of the Work

OT - 1 CE / PROJECTS
Ennore SEZ - Establishment of Flue Gas 
Desulphurisation (FGD) system & its Auxiliaries for 
2 x 660 MW Ennore SEZ under Single EPC basis.

DIPR/1374/Tender/2026
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