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Consider discarding BMIC 
project, HC to state govt
‘Plan only on paper for the past 30 years for various reasons’
Y A T H I R A J U  @ B e n g a l u r u

THE Karnataka High Court on 
Monday directed the state  
government to consider dis-
carding the  Bang alore– 
Mysore Infrastructure Corri-
dor (BMIC) project, which has 
remained only on paper over 
the past 30 years.

“The project proponents are 
collecting huge tolls by con-
structing peripheral roads and 
toll plazas. They are sitting on 
a huge land bank, but without 
its proper use as the express-
way has not yet been construct-
ed, and there is no sign of  it be-
ing constructed in future. 
Therefore, we direct the state 
government to re-look the 
project and take appropriate 
steps in this regard”, said a di-
vision bench of  Justice D K 
Singh and Justice Venkatesh 
Naik T. 

The court made these re-
marks while dismissing the pe-
tition filed by Chandrika, a 
resident of  Benson Town in the 
city, seeking directions to NICE 
Ltd. and the state to provide 
compensation, as she filed the 
petition by suppressing the 
fact that she obtained Rs 51.36 
lakh compensation in 2007 by 
executing an indemnity bond 
for full and final settlement of  

compensation for acquisition 
of  3 acres and 23 guntas near 
Kengeri in the city.

The project and its planning, 
as delineated in the Project 
Technical Report (PTR), has re-
mained only on paper, even af-
ter 30 years, for various rea-
sons... It is informed that out of  
111 km of  BMIC, only 1 km has 
been constructed by Nandi In-
frastructure Corridor Enter-
prise (NICE). It has constructed 
47 km of  peripheral roads from 
which it collects toll tax to its 
profit. But the ambitious 
project of  such a public inter-
est to decongest the city and to 
develop a new satellite town-
ship has remained only on pa-
per. Not even a single township 
has been developed in the last 

25 years. The result is that, to-
day, it is difficult to travel on 
the roads of  Bengaluru, and 
mobility has come to a stand-
still, the court noted.  

No purpose would be served 
by keeping the project alive 
when, in more than 25 years, 
only one kilometre has been 
constructed. It would be in the 
interest of  the city, citizens, en-
vironment and the future, to re-
look at the project and take ap-
propriate action for a fresh and 
new project, discarding the old 
one, the court said. 

“The population of  the city is 
more than 1.4 crore. It takes 
hours to travel a small distance 
in the city. The infrastructure 
facilities are crumbling down. 
The environment is badly af-
fected. The state government, 
therefore, must take necessary 
decisions for fresh planning by 
discarding the Framework 
Agreement at the earliest to 
ameliorate the living condi-
tions of  the city. We hope that 
an informed decision will be 
taken in this regard at the earli-
est”, the court observed. 

The project proponents are collecting huge tolls by constructing 
peripheral roads and toll plazas. They are sitting on a huge land bank, 
but without its proper use as the expressway has not yet been 
constructed, and there is no sign of it being constructed in future
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Family says no to gold 
stash, relocate home
R A G H O T T A M  K O P P A R  
@  L a k k u n d i / G a d a g

THE developments after a fam-
ily in Lakkundi found a stash 
of  gold ornaments buried un-
der the earth on their land took 
a new twist on Monday. The 
family who earlier staked claim 
on the gold now says they do 
not want it. State Archaeologi-
cal Survey of  India Director Dr 
R Shejeshwar visited Lakkundi 
on Monday and confirmed that 
the find is a treasure.

However, the change of  mind 
reportedly took place after some 
seniors of  the village told the 
Ritti family that taking posses-
sion of  a treasure is a sin. Sev-
eral villagers told the family 
that their land where the treas-
ure was found is located behind 
the Lakshmi temple, hence, 
they should donate the land to 
the temple. Heeding this, the 
family has now requested the 
district administration to help 
them get another house. 

Iraanna Bandi, a septuage-
narian, said, “We have seen 
many people who had taken 
such treasures suffering losses. 
Call it superstition, karma or 
whatever, but we have seen 
some families who suffered af-
ter taking gold dug up from 
their lands. Hence, we have 
suggested to the Ritti family to 
ask the government for help in 
getting a new house, and we 
will also help them.”

District in-charge minister 
HK Patil and state ASI Director 
Dr R Shejeshwar said the gold 
found by the family was a treas-
ure. They said they respect the 
honesty of  the family and the 
latter will be given suitable re-
ward according to the law. 

An ASI official from Dhar-
wad said that the golden orna-
ments cannot be classified as a 
treasure but changed his state-
ment on Monday, saying he was 
confused. Patil said any valua-
ble asset found under the earth 
is a treasure, and it is govern-
ment property. Former minis-
ter and Lakkundi MLA CC Pa-
til, who visited the village on 
Monday, said, “ASI officials 
should not give confusing state-
ments. I congratulate the Ritti 
family for their honesty in 
handing over the gold to the 
district administration.”

Gadag DC CN Sridhar said, 
“The family has shown their 
honesty and we will act accord-
ing to the law.”

B A N S Y  K A L A P P A  @  B e n g a l u r u

ISLAMIC scholar and religious 
leader Maulana Sagheer Ah-
mad Khan Rashadi, widely re-
garded as one of  Karnataka’s 
most influential Muslim cler-
ics, breathed his last on Mon-
day morning following pro-
longed illness. He was 75. His 
death has triggered an outpour-
ing of  grief  across Karnataka 
and beyond, with community 
leaders describing the 
loss as profound and 
irreparable. 

Maulana Rashadi had 
held the position of  
Ameer-e-Shariat of  Kar-
nataka and served as 
Sheikh-ul-Hadith, earn-
ing deep respect for his 
scholarship and moral author-
ity. He was the Principal of  the 
Arabic College and Islamic 
seminary in Bengaluru, to 
which he devoted his entire life. 
Under his leadership, the insti-
tution emerged as a major cen-
tre of  Islamic learning in the 
state, producing generations of  
scholars, teachers and commu-
nity leaders.

Renowned for his deep com-
mand over Hadith, Fiqh and 
Islamic jurisprudence, Maula-
na Rashadi was also popular 
for his principled public inter-
ventions on matters affecting 
the Muslim community. In 2022, 
he drew statewide attention 
when he called for a peaceful 
bandh in response to the Kar-
nataka High Court verdict on 

the hijab issue in educational 
institutions, urging restraint 
while asserting the right to re-
ligious practice. His appeal for 
non-violence and discipline 
during that period was widely 
noted. 

Tributes have poured in from 
Islamic scholars, religious or-
ganisations, social activists 
and ordinary citizens, many of
whom remembered him as a 
compassionate guide who com-

bined traditional schol-
arship with social re-
sponsibility. Several 
leaders described him as 
a bridge between faith 
and contemporary chal-
lenges, and a steadfast 
voice during moments of  
uncertainty. 

Funeral prayers are expected 
to be held on Tuesday morning 
at the Darul Uloom Sabeelur 
Rashad campus on Nagawara 
Main Road in Bengaluru, where 
thousands of  mourners are 
likely to gather to pay their last 
respects. 

Rashadi’s passing marks the 
end of  an era in Karnataka’s 
Islamic scholarship, but his 
legacy is expected to endure 
through the institution he nur-
tured and the countless stu-
dents he mentored over dec-
ades. Congress Chief  Whip 
Saleem Ahmed said, “The news 
of  the passing of  senior reli-
gious scholar and guide Maula-
na Rashadi, Kar nataka’s 
Ameer-e-Shariat, has brought 
profound sorrow.’’ 

State’s Ameer-e-Shariat 
Maulana Rashadi no more

The government has postponed the e-auction of excise licences on the directions of the Dharwad 
bench of the High Court of Karnataka. The Additional Commissioner of Excise department said on 
Monday that the live bidding of excise licences was scheduled to be held through the MSTC Portal 
(https://www.mstcecommerce.com) from January 13 to 20. The new dates will be announced later


