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I spent time with the grieving mother and family of Manikandan, whose life was tragically cut short in 
the Mundathikode fireworks accident. He was a young man deeply connected to his land, its art, and its 
festivals. Losing such a vibrant presence from Thrissur’s cultural life is a heartbreak for the entire com-
munity. I shared their grief and assured the family that they do not walk through this dark time alone. 

Temp peaks, heatstroke 
hits man travelling in car 
E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E 
@Guruvayur

AS summer temperatures con-
tinue to rise across the state, a 
55-year-old man suffered heat-
stroke while travelling in a car 
at Kunnamkulam, raising con-
cerns over the dangers of  ex-
treme heat. The victim has 
been identified as Madhu, a na-
tive of  Azhimukham in Kadap-
puram. Hospital authorities 
said his condition is currently 
satisfactory.

The incident occur red 
around 10 am on Friday when 
the temperature was 40°C , he 
was travelling along the 
Wadakkanchery Road. Madhu 
was on his way to visit a person 
undergoing treatment for a 
snakebite at Malankara Hospi-
tal when he began experienc-
ing discomfort.

Since it was still morning, 
the car’s air conditioner had 
not been switched on. Instead, 
the windows were kept open 
during the journey. Initially, he 
felt only a mild burning sensa-
tion and did not take it serious-
ly. However, after returning 
home and removing his shirt, 
he noticed red blisters forming 
below his chest.

He was immediately taken to 
a nearby hospital at Anjangadi, 
where doctors provided first 

aid. Ice cubes were applied to 
the affected area and lotion was 
administered. After resting for 
some time, he was advised to 
return home and continue rest-
ing. With temperatures soar-
ing, health authorities have 
urged the public to remain vigi-
lant  and take adequate 
precautions.

G O P I K A  V A R R I E R  @Thrissur

A TEAM of  about 65 fire and 
rescue service officials from 6 
fire stations in the district. 
About 10 vehicles including fire 
engines on field. Almost 4 hours 
of  continuous pouring of  water 
to douse the fire. It was a her-
culean task and yet the fire 
squad managed to control the 
blast from spreading further 
t h a n  2 . 5  a c r e  l a n d  a t 
Mundathicode. 

Wadakkanchery fire station 
was the first respondent. The 
call about the blast came at 
around 3.36 pm. The fire engine 
from Wadakkanchery station 
reached the blast site at 3.52pm. 
“It was total smoke and there 
was no pathway through which 
we could take the fire engine. 
Local people called a JCB and 
worked with us to make a path-
way for our vehicles to go near 
the blast site. The ‘Varambu’ of  
the paddy fields also had to be 
leveled to take the vehicles for-
ward,” shared an official at 
Wadakkanchery fire station.

When they reached, the situ-
ation was worse than they ex-
pected. “ A thick layer of  smoke 
was present around the blast 
site. Large explosions contin-
ued until 5pm. Every 20 min-
utes there were explosions at 
one or the other side. Between 
these intervals, we poured wa-
ter without break from all four 
sides,” he added. Understand-
ing the intensity of  the acci-

dent, more units were called 
from Thrissur, Kunnamkulam, 
Guruvayur, Shoranur, and Nat-
tika to deal with the situation. 
By around 7 pm, blasts were 
completely stopped except 
some small bursts here and 
there, mainly from the colour-
ful items like Amit. The injured 
were taken outside the blast 
site during these gaps. 

The officials from Thrissur 
fire station were on stand-by at 
Mundathicode throughout the 
night as others left due to staff  
shortage and had to attend oth-
er emergency calls. “The acci-
dent at Mundathicode was 
something that cannot be com-

pared to any other situation. 
Rising heat, tough terrain and 
intensity of  the blast were all 
challenging to work on the 
field. Yet, with the support of  
local people, it became possible. 
Water for dousing the fire was 
taken from a nearby pond,” 
shared another officer, who was 
also at the forefront. 

District fire officer Suvi M S 
led the entire fire fighting proc-
ess with clear instructions. 
Wadakkanchery fire station of-
ficer Nitheesh T K led the team 
on field. Scuba divers from 
Thrissur were also present for 
search operations in the nearby 
water bodies, even late at 
night. 

The District Fire Officer will 
investigate the cause of  the fire 
and submit a report to the 
department. 

Forensic report and PESO in-
vestigation will also contribute 
towards arriving at a conclu-
sion in the matter.  

The blast site at Mundathicode fenced by police

Doctor’s advice

Avoid unnecessary travel during peak 
heat hours 

Stay hydrated; drink plenty of water 
at regular intervals 

Use air conditioning or ensure proper 
cooling inside vehicles

Seek medical attention if symptoms 
like dizziness, excessive sweating, 
fatigue, or sunburn occur

A student showing the Paramekkavu Devaswom’s Chamaya pradarsanam to a child, 
held as part of the Thrissur Pooram | EXPRESS

Multiple blasts: 4 hours 
of work to stop the fire
About 65 fire and rescue service officials from 6 fire stations onsite

Chamayam exhibition 
begins at Paramekkavu
G O P I K A  V A R R I E R  @Thrissur

RESUMING the preparations 
works, the Paramekkavu devas-
wom opened their Chamayam 
exhibition for the public on Fri-
day, after offering tributes to 
the people who were killed in 
the blast in the firecracker 
making unit at Mundathicode. 
Main temple priest Karakan-
nur Vasudevan Namboothiri 
inaugurated the exhibition 
which would be open to public 
till 11pm on Saturday. 

At the same time, announc-
ing a mourning period until 
April 24, the Thiruvambady 
devaswom will open their 
Chamayam exhibition on Sat-
urday. Parasols, caparisons for 
the elephants and other decora-
tive items to be used in the fes-
tival parade, including the 
‘kolam’, will beon display in the 
Chamayam exhibition.

On Saturday, tusker Ernaku-
lam Sivakumar will be herald-
ing this year’s pooram by open 
the Thekke Gopura Nada while 

carrying the idol of  Neytha-
lakkavu Bhagavathy. 

Uncertainty continue over 
Paramekkavu fireworks
Though it was decided to do 
away with the fireworks dis-
play for Thrissur Pooram, the 
manufactured fire crackers of  
Paramekkavu still remain at 
Muthalamada, awaiting a deci-
sion. Based on the instructions 
of  Palakkad district collector, 
the explosives of  Bijoy Jacob, 
Paramekkavu’s licensee, was 
seized. It was alleged that Bijoy 
stored more than the sanc-
tioned quantity.

Paramekkavu devaswom sec-
retary G Rajesh said that they 
haven’t received any communi-
cation regarding what to do 
with the finished products. 
“During the pooram meetings, 
the ministers had directed us to 
inform  the transportation of  
the explosives so that neces-
sary security, including police 
escort, would be sanctioned,” 
he added.

Rescue operation
Every 20 minutes there were 

explosions at one or the other 
side. Between these intervals, 

water was poured without 
break from all four sides Need for caution 

during travel in  
hot weather
The incident serves as a warning 
that heatstroke can occur not only 
while standing outdoors but also 
inside vehicles exposed to high 
temperatures. Travelling without air 
conditioning and with open 
windows may allow hot air to 
directly affect the body.

E X P R E S S  R E A D

Patient dies as 
ambulance hits car
Kasaragod: A man, who was 
rushed to a hospital in an 
ambulance, died after the 
vehicle hit a car in Kasaragod 
town on Friday. The 
deceased has been identified 
as Abbas, 54, son of the 
Abdul Khader, residing in 
Manyam Samsam Nagar, 
Badiyadukka. The hospital 
ruled out his death to injuries 
in the accident and termed 
the cause of death was due 
to persisting condition. He 
was undergoing treatment 
for cancer. His body was 
handed over to the family for 
final rites. 

Woman collapses while performing  
dance on stage, dies
Kozhikode: In a tragic incident at Palazhi, a 54-year-old 
homemaker collapsed and died while performing dance on 
stage during a temple festival on Thursday night. Shiny, 
wife of A N Shaju, was part of a 7-member group 
presenting a dance programme at the Chirakkal 
Bhagavathi Temple in Perumanna. Witnesses reported 
that she experienced severe physical discomfort and 
moved backstage, where she suddenly collapsed. 

Cannabis plant 
found at Konad
Beach 
Kozhikode: A cannabis plant 
was found growing right by 
the roadside at Konad Beach. 
Local residents noticed the 
suspicious plant near the 
Lions Park and alerted the 
authorities. Following the 
report, the Vellayil police 
arrived at the scene to 
inspect the plant and 
confirm its identity. While 
the beach area is known to 
be a hotspot for miscreants 
and drug peddlers, the  
sight of a narcotic plant 
growing openly along a
public road has raised 
concerns.

K

� KIIT-DU has been ranked 6th among all 
public and private universities in India in the 
prestigious Times Higher Education Asia Uni-
versity Rankings 2026 rankings, improving 
from 8th position in 2025, and has emerged 
as the No. 1 university in Eastern India.

� KIIT secured the 169th position in Asia, 
continuing its upward trajectory from 196th 
in 2024 and 184th in 2025, reflecting its 
growing global academic reputation and 
research excellence.

� The achievement highlights KIIT’s strong 
performance in teaching, research quality, 
international outlook, and industry engage-
ment, with Dr. Achyuta Samanta attributing 
the success to the university’s commitment 
to academic excellence, innovation, and 
internationalisation.

U N I V E R S I T Y  R A N K I N G S - 2 0 2 6

IIT-DU has secured the 6th position among all universities in India, across both gov-
ernment and private institutions, in the Times Higher Education (THE) Asia University 
Rankings 2026. The university has also emerged as the top-ranked institution not only 
in Odisha but across the entire eastern region of India. In 2025, the University was ranked 

8th best in the country.
Globally, KIIT has climbed to the 169th position in Asia, marking a steady and impressive 

rise from 196th in 2024 and 184th in 2025.
The THE Asia University Rankings 2026 assessed 929 universities from 36 countries based 

on rigorous performance indicators across five key areas: teaching (learning environment), 
research environment (volume, income 
and reputation), research quality (cita-
tion impact, strength, excellence and in-
fluence), international outlook (sta�, stu-
dents and research), and industry income 
(knowledge transfer and patents). 

The ranking comes as a major achieve-
ment for KIIT as it has put behind many 
established and legacy institutes despite 
being a young university in comparison. 

The Founder of KIIT and KISS Dr Achyu-
ta Samanta has hailed the ranking, stat-
ing that it demonstrates the sustained ef-
forts and commitment of the faculty, sta� 
and students towards achieving academic 
excellence. He said that KIIT’s emphasis 
on internationalisation and innovation 
has helped it build a world-class academ-
ic ecosystem, reinforcing its position as a 
leading centre of higher education in India 
and beyond.
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