
TEHRAN

US President Donald Trump warned 
Tehran on Wednesday that it should 
“get smart soon” and capitulate to 
Washington’s demands for tight con-
trols on its nuclear programme, as a 
US naval blockade turned the screws 
on Iran’s economy.

Defense Secretary Pete Hegseth 
said congressional Democrats are 
“the biggest adversary we face” as he 
parried questioning from lawmakers  
onWednesday for the first time since 
the launch of  the war against Iran. 
And the Pentagon’s chief  financial of-
ficer released a detail Democrats have 
been demanding, saying the war has 
cost an estimated $25 billion and 
counting. However, US press reports 
suggested Trump has already decided 
to reject Iran’s latest proposed deal to 
reopen the Strait of  Hormuz.

The news sent oil prices higher 
once again. At around 1335 GMT, a 
barrel of  Brent crude for June deliv-
ery was up 5.16 per cent at $117, its 
highest level since the fragile cease-
fire between the United States and 
Iran came into effect on April 8. Ac-
cording to the Wall Street Journal, 
Trump intends to pursue the block-
ade of  Iranian ports until Tehran is 
forced to dismantle its 
n u c l e a r 
programme.“Iran can’t 
get their act together... 
They better get smart 
soon,” Trump posted on 
his social media plat-
form, above a mocked-
up picture of  himself  toting a rifle in 
front of  explosions wrecking a desert 
fortress and the slogan: “No more Mr 
Nice Guy.”

US may extend Iran blockade
The United States could extend its na-
val blockade of  Iran for months more, 
oil executives were told in a meeting 
with Donald Trump, a White House 
official said on Wednesday.

Participants at a White House 
meeting, which took place Tuesday 
and was first reported by Axios, dis-
cussed “the steps President Trump 
has taken to alleviate global oil mar-
kets and steps we could take to con-
tinue the current blockade for 

months if  needed and 
minimise impact on 
American consumers,” 
said the official, speaking 
o n  c o n d i t i o n  o f  
anonymity.

On Wednesday, the Ira-
nian rial fell to historic

lows against the dollar, while Te-
hran residents speaking to AFP 
journalists in Paris reported a sense 
of  despair.  

“Every time in recent years that ne-
gotiations have taken place, the eco-
nomic situation of  the people has only 
gotten worse. Sanctions have either 
started or intensified,” a 52-year-old ar-
chitect told AFP, speaking on condition 
of  anonymity. 

“They go to negotiate and come 
back with even more sanctions, and 
the issue is always nuclear. There’s 
no talk about people, the economy, or 
freedom...,” he said.

Iran warns war not over
Iranian army spokesman told state TV 
on Tuesday that “we do not consider 
the war to be over”, saying Tehran had 
“no trust in America”. “We have many 
cards that we have not yet used... new 
tools and methods of  fighting based on 
the experiences of  the past two wars, 
which will definitely allow us to re-
spond to the enemy more decisively” 
should the fighting resume, Amir 
Akraminia said in an interview.  Ef-
forts to end the war have stalled in re-
cent days. The latest Iranian proposal, 
passed along by Pakistan and studied 
by Trump administration officials in a 
meeting Monday, laid out red lines in-
cluding on nuclear issues and Hormuz, 
according to Iran’s Fars news agency. 
AFP

COLOMBO

A Sri Lankan court has or-
dered the recommencement of  
excavation work on a mass 
grave in Chemmani, on the out-
skirts of  Jaffna, which first 
came into focus during the 
LTTE conflict in the 1990s, sev-
en months after it was halted.

The excavation work in 
Chemmani in the Northern 
Province came to a halt in Sep-
tember last year due to the 
pending new allocation of  
funds by the Ministry of  Jus-
tice. The Jaffna magistrate’s 
court was told on Tuesday that 
LKR 2.1 million allocation has 
been made available so that 
work can be resumed.

The court granted permis-
sion for diplomatic representa-
tives from the EU, France, Ger-
many, Italy and Romania to be 
present for observations at the 
excavation site. When the sec-
ond stage of  work was halted 
after 45 days, 240 skeletal re-
mains had been excavated.

Apart from the skeletons, 14 
piles of  bones and items such as 
feeding bottles for infants, a doll, 
toys and children’s bags and 
shoes were dug out. The work 
was to be carried out over eight 
more weeks as per the report 
submitted by the judicial medi-
cal officer of  Jaffna to the mag-
istrate dated August 14.   PTI

Tehran signals defiance amid stalled negotiations as economic strain deepens

ISRAELI STRIKES KILL DOZENS IN 
LEBANON AS CEASEFIRE  

VIOLATIONS MOUNT, TALKS STALL
BEIRUT: Israeli airstrikes across southern Lebanon have 

killed more than 20 people over two days, including civil 
defence workers, even as a fragile ceasefire holds. The 
Lebanese army reported wounded troops, marking the 

first such incident since the truce. Joseph Aoun condemned 
the attacks and insisted Israel must fully implement the 

ceasefire before direct talks. Israel said it struck Hezbollah 
targets and destroyed tunnels, while the group claimed 
retaliatory drone and rocket attacks. The truce remains 

shaky amid evacuation orders and continued 
bombardment. Separately, Lebanese authorities detained 

former Palestinian ambassador Ashraf Dabbour on 
corruption charges upon arrival in Beirut, acting on an 

Interpol Red Notice linked to alleged illicit property sales 
tied to the Palestine Liberation Organization.

IAEA SAYS IRAN’S ENRICHED  
URANIUM LIKELY REMAINS  
AT ISFAHAN DESPITE AIRSTRIKES
UNITED NATIONS: Most of Iran’s highly enriched uranium 
likely remains at the Isfahan nuclear complex, despite 
airstrikes during last year’s war, said Rafael Grossi. 
Satellite images show damage but suggest material may 
still be stored in tunnels. Inspections have not resumed 
since the conflict. The International Atomic Energy Agency 
estimates Iran holds 440.9 kg enriched to 60%, with 
about 200 kg at Isfahan—close to weapons-grade 
potential. The agency seeks access to sites including 
Natanz Nuclear Facility and Fordo Fuel Enrichment Plant. 
Talks on removing or diluting the uranium have been 
discussed with partners, including Russia. Grossi stressed 
inspections are essential, while stalled US-Iran 
negotiations hinge on political will despite mutual interest 
in a deal.

Protocol breached, talk 
with Charles revealed 
LONDON

In the world of  diplomatic faux pas, it could 
have been a lot worse. At Tuesday’s state 
dinner honouring King Charles III and 
Queen Camilla, Donald Trump said that 
during a private meeting earlier in the day 
the British monarch had agreed with him 
that Iran should never be allowed to have 
nuclear weapons.

“We’re doing a little West Asia work right 
now … and we’re doing very well,” Trump 
told the audience. “We have militarily de-
feated that particular opponent, and we’re 
never going to let that opponent ever — 
Charles agrees with me, even more than I 
do — we’re never going to let that opponent 
have a nuclear weapon.” While many Brit-
ons would agree with the president’s senti-
ment, the comment triggered mild conster-
nation among pundits in the UK.

In Britain, you see, this just isn’t done. By 
convention, people aren’t supposed to relay 
private conversations with the monarch. 
That is partly because the king has to re-
main above the political fray, but also be-
cause the sovereign doesn’t have the ability 
to wade into a public debate and correct the 
record if  he’s misquoted. “Generally, as a 
matter of  protocol, I think I would expect 
discussions between heads of  state to be 

sort of  behind the scenes, in those closed 
meetings, for those to be sort of  kept pri-
vate,” said Craig Prescott, an expert on con-
stitutional law and the monarchy at Royal 
Holloway, University of  London. “And, you 
know, this was something that the UK gov-
ernment wanted to avoid.”

There had been a fair amount of  jitters 
before the king’s trip to the United States, 
which comes amid Trump’s very public 
frustration with UK Prime Minster Keir 
Starmer over his failure to support US ac-
tions in the Iran war. Like all royal visits, 
this is a carefully choreographed diplo-
matic event carried out at the request of  
the U.K. government, which hopes that 
warm relations between the king and 
Trump, who seems to love all things royal, 
can help repair the rift.

China to grant 
zero tariffs to 
African allies 
from May 1

SL court orders 
resumption  
of mass grave 
excavation

In a first, Russia marks 
Victory Day parade 
without heavy weapons

BEIJING

CHINA will expand zero-tariff  
treatment to all African coun-
tries that have diplomatic ties 
with Beijing, starting May 1, 
an official announcement 
said.

The announcement specified 
that for products under tariff  
quotas, only the in-quota tariff  
rate will be reduced to zero, 
while the out-of-quota tariff  
rate will remain unchanged.

From May 1, 2026, to April 30, 
2028, China will grant zero-tar-
iff  treatment, in the form of  a
preferential tariff  rate, to 20 
African countries that have es-
tablished diplomatic ties with 
China and are not classified as 
the least developed countries, 
the Customs Tariff  Commis-
sion of  the State Council, Chi-
na’s central cabinet, said.

During the two-year imple-
mentation period, China will 
continue to promote the nego-
tiation and signing of  the 
agreement of  China-Africa 
Economic Partnership for 
Shared Development with rel-
evant African countries, it 
said. China’s zero-tariff  policy 
applies to 53 African countries, 
Chinese Foreign Ministry 
spokesperson Lin Jian told a 
media briefing here. “China 
will continue to negotiate and 
sign economic partnership 
agreements for common devel-
opment with relevant African 
countries”, Lin said. PTI
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$ $100 million
will be provided by the United States to 
repair Chernobyl dome after Russian attack

 LR:  Light Rain  HR:  Heavy Rain  LS:  Light Snow  
 TDS: Thundershower  LC:  Light Cloud  SNY:  Sunny

GLOBAL
WEATHER

Beijing 21 1 SNY
Colombo 28 24 SNY
Dhaka 31 19 SNY
Dubai 26 21 SNY
Houston 31 19 TDS
Istanbul 33 21 SNY
London 13 9 SNY

Los Angeles  20  12 SNY
Melbourne  26   15 LC
Moscow  4   2 SNY
New York   7 2 SNY
Singapore  28 25 TDS
Toronto 1  -5 SNY
Washington  3  -2 SNY

Britain’s King Charles II I  toasts with President Donald 
Trump | AP

Israeli  tanks and military vehicles standing along the road between destroyed houses in 
southern Lebanon near the border with Israel. Lebanon’s army said an Israeli  strike killed a 
soldier and another person in the south, despite a ceasefire |  AFP

Troops march during a rehearsal for the Victory Day military 
parade in St Petersburg, Russia |  AP

E X P R E S S  R E A D

Attack injures two in London’s Jewish region; cops term act of terror
LONDON: Two Jewish men were stabbed and injured on a London street on Wednesday, in 
what police called an act of terrorism. Police arrested a 45-year-old man on suspicion of 
attempted murder in the city’s latest antisemitic attack. The Metropolitan Police said the 
attack in the Golders Green area left two men, ages 34 and 76, hospitalised with knife 
wounds. Counterterrorism police are investigating whether the stabbings are linked to recent 
arson attacks on synagogues and other Jewish sites in the British capital. Politicians 
condemned the stabbings. Prime Minister Keir Starmer said that “attacks on our Jewish 
community are attacks on Britain,” and called a meeting of the government’s emergency 
committee to discuss the response. 

Trump warns Iran to accept 
proposed nuclear deal

MOSCOW

RUSSIA’s traditional parade marking the defeat of  
Nazi Germany in World War II will take place next 
week without tanks, missiles and other military 
equipment, the Russian Defense Ministry said in a 
statement.

It will be the first time in nearly two decades — 
and in Russia’s 4-year-old war in Ukraine — that no 
military equipment will rumble through Moscow’s 
Red Square on May 9, the day Russia celebrates its 
most important secular holiday. The Kremlin has 
used it to showcase its military might and global 
clout, and it is a source of  patriotic pride.

Victory Day parades on Red Square have involved 
military equipment and various weaponry every 
year since 2008. Smaller parades are held elsewhere 
across the country, including in cities like St. 
Petersburg.

The ministry cited the “current operational situ-
ation” as a reason for excluding military equip-
ment, as well as cadets, from this year’s parade on 
the 81st anniversary of  the victory. Ukraine has 
launched drone attacks deep inside Russia to coun-
ter Moscow’s more than 4-year-old invasion.

While the ministry did not elaborate, Kremlin 
spokesman Dmitry Peskov on Wednesday blamed 
Ukraine, accusing it of  “terrorist activity,” in an ap-
parent reference to the drone strikes.  AP TRY TO LEAVE THE EARTH A BETTER PLACE 

THAN WHEN YOU ARRIVED ❯ SIDNEY SHELDON
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