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Imphal, May 27: The
Naga People’s Front (NPF),
Manipur State Unit, has
strongly objected to
statements reportedly made by
Kuki civil society organisations
(CSOs) denying knowledge of
the whereabouts of six Naga
men allegedly abducted from
Leilon Vaiphei village on May
13. In a statement issued on
May 26, the NPF described the
reported claim as “deeply
disturbing” and questioned
what it called contradictions in
the position taken by the Kuki
organisations. The party
argued that while information
about other abducted civilians
had allegedly surfaced, the
denial regarding the six
missing individuals raised
serious concerns. According
to the NPF, a total of 14
civilians, including men,
women and a child, were
allegedly abducted together
during the incident. The party
stated that several women
and a child who had allegedly
been taken along with their
family members were later
released on May 15, while six
men continued to remain
missing.The NPF claimed that
the testimonies of the women
who were released served as
crucial accounts of the
incident and challenged the
denial issued by the Kuki
CSOs. According to the party,
the survivors had provided

questioned how such an
incident could allegedly take
place in broad daylight without
information emerging
regarding the whereabouts of
those still missing.The
organisation stated that the
continued denial despite what
it described as eyewitness
accounts had further
heightened anxiety and
mistrust within the Naga
community. It added that while
the community had shown
restraint despite emotional
distress, prolonged
uncertainty and conflicting
narratives could negatively
affect inter-community
relations. The NPF demanded
immediate disclosure of the
whereabouts of the six missing
men, their safe and
unconditional release, and
accountability for those found
responsible. The party also
stated that it would continue
pursuing the matter and stand
with the affected families until
the facts surrounding the case
are fully established.

details regarding the
circumstances surrounding
the abduction and the alleged
separation from their family
members. The women
identified by the NPF as having
been released are Kachlaklung
Thiumai, wife of Rev. Dr. Manu
Thiumai; Winiliu Thiumai and
her daughter Sarah Thiumai,
wife and daughter of Dilip
Thiumai; and Wibonliu
Chawang, wife of
Phenrilungbou Chawang.

The six individuals who
remain untraced were
identified as Rev. Dr. Manu
Thiumai, Dilip Thiumai,
Phenrilungbou Chawang,
Pherongwibou Thiumai,
Kenpibou Chawang and
Kliwangbou Abonmai.

Raising a series of
questions over the reported
denial, the NPF asked who was
responsible for taking the men,
who separated husbands from
their families, and who later
released the women while the
men allegedly remained in
captivity. The party also

NPF Questions Kuki CSOs
Over Missing Six Naga Men,

Seeks Immediate Disclosure of
Their Whereabouts

concerns if strengthened
effectively.

Calling for greater
involvement of legislators,
Jakhalu urged public
representatives to actively
spread awareness about
government initiatives and
livelihood opportunities so
that people in every
constituency could benefit
from available schemes. She
said genuine beneficiaries
should be identified and
encouraged to participate in
programmes aimed at
promoting entrepreneurship.

Referring to the Raising
and Accelerating MSME
Performance (RAMP)
scheme, a World Bank-
supported initiative under
the Ministry of MSME, she
said awareness campaigns
had already been conducted
across Nagaland to identify
potential entrepreneurs. She
informed that 750 high-

Nagaland Focuses on MSME Growth
and Entrepreneurship to Drive Economic

Development: Hekani Jakhalu

Kohima, May 27 :
Nagaland Advisor for
Industries and Commerce
Hekani Jakhalu on Tuesday
emphasised that
strengthening micro, small
and medium enterprises
(MSMEs) and supporting
entrepreneurs would play a
crucial role in the state’s
long-term economic
progress and employment
generation.

Speaking at an
interactive session on the
UNNATI 2024 Scheme and
PM Vishwakarma organised
by the Department of
Industries and Commerce,
Jakhalu said properly
developed MSMEs had the
potential to address a
significant portion of the
state’s economic
challenges. She noted that
the sector could resolve
nearly 70 to 80 per cent of
Nagaland’s economic

Director of Industries
and Commerce P Tokugha
Sema said awareness drives
on the UNNATI scheme had
already reached all districts
of Nagaland and urged
legislators to identify
entrepreneurs capable of
contributing to local
economic growth.

Additional Director
Lipongse Thongtsar said
the department is prioritising
finance accessibility,
technology support and
grievance redressal while
also promoting the textile
sector to strengthen the rural
economy.

Officials at the event
said the UNNATI 2024
scheme aims to strengthen
the industrial ecosystem
across the Northeast
through incentives for
manufacturing, service
sectors and micro-
industries. They added
that PM Vishwakarma
currently supports trades
in Nagaland such as basket
weaving, tailoring,
carpentry, masonry,
barbering, and doll and toy
making.

According to figures
presented during the
session, 1,884 artisans had
been trained and assessed
under PM Vishwakarma by
March 31, 2026, while loans
amounting to Rs 3.91 crore
and 773 toolkits had already
been distributed under the
programme.

local weavers and
encouraged women
involved in handloom
activities to ensure that
genuine beneficiaries were
registered under Individual
Weaver’s Shed schemes.

Speaking on PM
Vishwakarma, Jakhalu
described it as an important
initiative designed to
empower traditional
artisans and craftspeople
by providing financial
assistance, skill
development and improved
market access.

Secretary for Industries
and Commerce Kumar
Ramnikant said 55 units in
Nagaland are currently
covered under the UNNATI
scheme, which he
described as an important
step in promoting
entrepreneurship across
the Northeast. He noted
that the programme could
help expand traditional
crafts, improve market
connectivity and support
rural tourism activities.

Ramnikant further
stated that six traditional
trades had been identified
for training programmes in
Nagaland and revealed that
1,939 artisans had already
been trained under PM
Vishwakarma as of May 25,
2026. He added that the
schemes are helping
traditional occupations
become part of the formal
and digital economy.

potential MSMEs would
receive mentoring support
under the programme and
appealed to legislators to
identify deserving
candidates capable of
becoming role models in their
regions.

Highlighting the
potential of the food
processing sector under the
Prime Minister Formalisation
of Micro Food Processing
Enterprises (PMFME)
scheme, Jakhalu said it could
emerge as a major source of
employment and
entrepreneurship in the state.

She identified sectors
such as textiles, handloom,
handicrafts and food
processing as key areas that
could strengthen
Nagaland’s economy.
Stressing the importance of
grassroots development,
she also called for better
infrastructure support for

efforts could take between two
and three days. Authorities have
urged commuters to avoid the
affected highway section and use
the alternate route through Kimin
via Assam for travel to Itanagar
and other destinations.

The highway blockage has
caused significant disruption to
traffic movement in the region,
leaving travellers facing delays
and transportation difficulties
following the closure of the route.

The affected stretch serves as an
important link to Ziro through
Potin in Papum Pare district and
also connects through Yazali in
Keyi Panyor district. Officials
stated that persistent rainfall
across the region has created
difficulties in carrying out
immediate restoration work. Due
to adverse weather conditions
and the extent of debris deposited
on the road, authorities estimate
that clearing and restoration

Itanagar, May 27: A major
landslide caused by continuous
heavy rainfall has blocked the
Potin–Ziro section of National
Highway 13 in Arunachal
Pradesh, severely affecting road
connectivity to Ziro, the
headquarters of Lower Subansiri
district. According to reports, a
large volume of debris from the
landslide has covered the
highway, making the route
inaccessible for vehicular traffic.

Heavy Rain Triggers Major
Landslide on NH-13, Road Link to

Ziro Disrupted in Arunachal Pradesh

explosive device weighing
approximately five
kilograms, two pompi guns,
two Baofeng radio sets with
a charger, three live 12-bore
cartridges and 12 empty
cases of different calibres.

In a separate search
operation conducted in the
forest area of Hengkot
village under
Churachandpur Police
Station, security forces
recovered a substantial
cache of arms and
explosives.

The recovered items
included an MK-II rifle, an
AK-47 rifle with two
magazines, a .303 rifle, a 12-
bore rifle, several country-
made weapons, two SBML
guns, an SBBL gun and five
improvised explosive
devices.

Officials also seized
wireless communication
handsets, a country-made
launcher, magazine pouches,
camouflage jungle boots, a
camouflage hat, live rounds
of ammunition and empty
cartridges from the site.

Further investigation
into the cases is underway.

linked to RPF/PLA, and a
juvenile suspected to be
associated with NRFM.

Meanwhile, security
forces carried out an
operation under Litan
Police Station in Ukhrul
district and demolished
three illegal bunkers.
Officials said one bunker
was located at Patleijang
village, while two others
were destroyed at Roudei
village in the T.M. Kasom
area. During the operation,
security personnel
recovered an improvised

Manipur Security Operations Lead to Multiple
Arrests, Recovery of Arms and Explosives

Thawailakpa. A mobile
phone and an Aadhaar card
were recovered during the
operation.

Earlier, security forces
had arrested two alleged
cadres associated with
different underground
organisations from Mayai
Keithel near Forest Gate
under Nongpok Sekmai
Police Station in Thoubal
district. The arrested
individuals were identified
as Changubam Nganba
Meitei alias Meiraba alias
Thouba (21), allegedly

(32), a resident of
Sabungkhok Mamang
Leikai, from the Nongada
Kameng area under Lamlai
Police Station in Imphal East
district.

Security personnel also
arrested Ayekpam
Dharmendra Singh (48),
allegedly a self-styled
captain of RPF/PLA, from
his current residence under
Irilbung Police Station. He
was reportedly known by
multiple aliases, including
Dhamen, Thawanthaba,
Kunjo, Brojen and

Imphal, May 27:
Security forces and
Manipur Police conducted
a series of operations
across the state over two
days, leading to the arrest
of several alleged cadres
linked to banned insurgent
organisations and the
recovery of arms,
explosives and
communication equipment
from different locations.

An alleged active cadre
of the proscribed PREPAK
outfit, identified as
Thingujam Gulapi Singh
(45), a resident of
Ningomthong Sairom Leirak
in Imphal East district, was
arrested on May 26 from
Kakwa Lilando Lampak
under Singjamei Police
Station in Imphal West
district. Security personnel
recovered a mobile phone,
an Aadhaar card and a Hero
Pleasure scooter from his
possession.

In another operation on
the same day, security
forces apprehended an
alleged active cadre of PLA,
identified as Waikhom
Shanta Singh alias Torbot

Manipur’s Maisnam
David Singh Wins

Mister Heritage 2026
Title in Philippines

Imphal, May 27: Manipur’s Maisnam David Singh has won
the Mister Heritage 2026 title, adding another international
achievement for India at the global male pageant competition. The
grand finale of the event was held in Pasig City, Philippines, on May
26.David represented India at the fifth edition of Mister Heritage
International after being selected by the Rubaru Mr India Organisation.
He had earlier secured the first runner-up position at Rubaru Mister
Manipur 2026.A resident of Naoremthong Khumanthem Leikai in
Imphal, David is currently a third-semester student at Biramangol
College and is also pursuing a career in modelling.Prior to his departure
for the competition, David had expressed his desire to use the
international platform to showcase the culture and heritage of Manipur
before a global audience.He had said he wanted to highlight the rich
cultural identity and historical legacy of the state, describing the
opportunity to represent both Manipur and India at Mister Heritage
International as a significant milestone in his journey.

David had also acknowledged the support extended by people
from the state and said he hoped to continue representing Manipur
in future competitions.Mister Heritage International is an
international male pageant focused on promoting culture, heritage
and tourism. India had previously won the title in 2024, and David’s
victory marks another significant accomplishment for the country at
the international event.

Constable B Eko to conduct
the operation.

The team tracked down
the suspect and
apprehended him from the
Yingkiong area. During a
search operation, police
recovered suspected heroin
and cannabis (ganja) from
his possession. Officials
stated that the seized
substances were taken into
custody in accordance with
legal procedures.

The operation was
conducted in the presence
of Executive Magistrate
Tailyang Tomo.

Police said a case has
been registered at Yingkiong
Police Station under relevant
provisions of the Narcotic
Drugs and Psychotropic

Itanagar, May 27: Police
in Arunachal Pradesh’s
Yingkiong have arrested an
alleged drug user-cum-
peddler during an anti-
narcotics operation
launched as part of efforts
to curb the spread of
narcotics in Upper Siang
district.

According to police, the
operation was carried out
following specific
information regarding the
movement of a suspected
drug peddler in the area.
Acting on the input, Officer-
in-Charge of Yingkiong
Police Station Inspector Kari
Pertin constituted a team
comprising SI Ojing
Moyong, SI Kenjom Pertin,
Head Constable T Lipir and

Substances (NDPS) Act, and
further investigation into the
matter is currently
underway.

Officials stated that the
arrest forms part of an
ongoing drive against drug
trafficking and substance
abuse in the district.

Inspector Kari Pertin
also appealed to residents
and civil society
organisations in Upper
Siang to extend support to
law enforcement agencies in
combating the drug menace.
He urged young people to
avoid substance abuse and
encouraged members of the
public to provide
information regarding
drug-related activities to
the police.

Arunachal Police Arrest Alleged
Drug User-Cum-Peddler in Anti-Narcotics

Operation in Upper Siang


