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New Delhi: Tamil Nadu 
Chief Minister C Joseph 
Vijay met Prime Minis-
ter Narendra Modi on 
Wednesday and dis-
cussed matters concern-
ing the state, including 
the Mekedatu dam issue, 
fishermen arrests and the 
Tamil invocation song 
row.

In addition, Vijay also 
met Union Finance Min-
ister Nirmala Sithara-
man and handed over a 
memorandum to prior-
itise funding for ports, 
national highways, rail-
way projects and indus-
trial corridors that are 
crucial for Tamil Nadu’s 
development.

This was Vijay’s maiden 
official visit to the national 
capital after assuming 
office. His meeting with 
the PM and Sitharaman 
comes days after his 
party TVK secured an 
upset win in the April 23 
Assembly polls, defeating 
Dravidian heavyweights 
DMK and AIADMK and 
formed its government 
with the support of allies 
including VCK. The CM 

raised the issue of the 
Tamil Thai Vazhthu (invo-
cation) song, as a contro-
versy had broke out over 
the sequence of playing it 
third-- after Vande Mata-
ram and National anthem 
in the swearing-in cere-
mony of his government 
as well as the expansion 
of his cabinet.

In a letter addressed 
to PM Modi, Vijay said, 
“at the outset, I wish to 
affirm that the Govern-
ment and people of Tamil 
Nadu hold the National 
Anthem and the National 
Song in the highest 

esteem.”
“Tamil Nadu has con-

sistently upheld the dig-
nity and decorum asso-
ciated with all national 
symbols and remains 
deeply committed to 
the unity, integrity and 
constitutional values of 
India. I would also like to 
bring to your kind notice 
the long-established 
position of Tamil Thai 
Vazhthu in the public life 
of Tamil Nadu,” he said 
in the letter. For several 
decades, it has tradition-
ally been rendered at the 
commencement of gov-

ernment, educational, 
cultural and public func-
tions across Tamil Nadu 
and the practice has also 
been formally recognised 
by the Tamil Nadu gov-
ernment, he said.

“Following the issu-
ance of the above Min-
istry of Home Affairs 
order, Lok Bhavan has 
adopted the sequence of 
Vande Mataram, National 
Anthem and thereafter 
Tamil Thai Vazhthu. The 
placement of Tamil Thai 
Vazhthu subsequent to 
the National Anthem has 
led to widespread public 
concern and opposition 
from various sections of 
society in Tamil Nadu, 
as it departs from the 
long-standing and offi-
cially recognised prac-
tice followed in the 
State.”
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Education key 
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TN CM for action 
on Mekedatu proj

Vijay met PM Modi to discuss key Tamil Nadu issues and the 
Tamil invocation song controversy.

HIGHLIGHT

z TN respects National 
Anthem and National 
Song highly.

z He highlighted the 
long-standing role of 
Tamil Thai Vazhthu in 
TN’s public life

Assam passes 
UCC Bill
Guwahati: The Assam 
Assembly on Wednesday 
passed the UCC Bill that 
seeks to put in place a com-
mon legal framework to 
govern marriage, divorce, 
succession and live-in rela-
tionships irrespective of reli-
gion, even as the opposition 
demanded that it be sent to 
a select committee.

With the passage of the 
proposed legislation, Assam 
became the third state, after 
Uttarakhand and Gujarat, to 
pass a Uniform Civil Code 
Bill. Goa also has one com-
mon civil law, which contin-
ued from its erstwhile Portu-
guese colonial period.

After a day-long discus-
sion on the ‘The Uniform 
Civil Code, Assam, 2026 
Bill’, Speaker Ranjeet Kumar 
Dass asked Chief Minister 
Himanta Biswa Sarma to 
move it for passage.

Dass rejected the oppo-
sition’s demand that the Bill 
be sent to a select commit-
tee for wider consultation, 
prompting them to move 
to the Well of the House 
and keep on shouting till 
the Bill was passed. As the 
opposition did not move the 
amendments it had raised, 
the Speaker put the Bill for 
voice voting, amid continu-
ous slogans of ‘Bharat Mata 
Ki Jai’ and ‘Jai Shree Ram’ by 
the ruling bench.

Watery 
grave
Sambhal: An 18-year-old 
man allegedly drowned 
while bathing in a swim-
ming pool in a village 
in Nakhasa area of the 
district, police said on 
Wednesday.

Police have registered 
a case against the pool 
operators and an uniden-
tified person, and have 
taken up an investigation.

In a purported video 
of the incident that went 
viral on the internet, a 
man was seen forcibly 
putting the victim’s head 
in the pool. The police, 
however, did comment 
on the video, saying that a 
detailed probe is on.

Additional Superin-
tendent of Police (North) 
Kuldeep Singh said 
that on Monday, Suhail 
Ahmad, 18, a resident of 
Rehmapur Pipli village, 
had gone to bathe at a 
swimming pool owned by 
Haji Maqsood along with 
his two cousins.

He said Suhail 
drowned while bathing 
at around 1.15 pm. Family 
members rushed him to 
Haseena Begum Hospital, 
where doctors declared 
him dead.
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Interaction with trainee officers
‘Technology must be used for improving trust  

between citizens, institutions’

New Delhi: Union Minister Jitendra 
Singh on Wednesday told a group of 
civil servants that technology must be 
used not merely for efficiency but also 
for improving trust between citizens 
and institutions.

Interacting with trainee officers of 
the 2024 batch of the Indian Adminis-
trative Service (IAS) here, he said mod-
ern governance no longer functions 
through rigid hierarchies and one-way 
communication.

Singh, the Minister of State for 
Personnel, encouraged the officers 
to remain open-minded learners 
throughout their careers, saying the 
ability to adapt, unlearn and evolve is 
now more valuable than static knowl-
edge.

He said the nature of administra-
tion has changed significantly in the 
last decade with greater emphasis on 
transparency, responsiveness and cit-
izen participation.

Referring to Prime 
Minister Narendra 
Modi’s philosophy 
of “maximum gov-
ernance, minimum 
government,” the 
minister said tech-
nology must be 
used not merely for 
efficiency but also 
for improving trust 

between citizens and institutions.
Singh said future administrators 

would be expected to combine tech-
nological competence with empathy, 
sensitivity and ethical public conduct.

During the interaction, the minister 
also exchanged views with the trainee 
officers on district administration, 
governance challenges, leadership 
responsibilities and changing public 
expectations from civil servants.

He encouraged them to maintain 
neutrality, remain accessible to citi-
zens and focus on meaningful public 
outcomes rather than visibility.
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