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New Delhi: Tamil Nadu 
Chief Minister C Joseph 
Vijay met Prime Minis-
ter Narendra Modi on 
Wednesday and discussed 
matters concerning the 
state, including the Meke-
datu dam issue, fishermen 
arrests and the Tamil invo-
cation song row.

In addition, Vijay also 
met Union Finance Min-
ister Nirmala Sitharaman 
and handed over a mem-
orandum to prioritise 
funding for ports, national 
highways, railway projects 
and industrial corridors 
that are crucial for Tamil 
Nadu’s development.

This was Vijay’s maiden 
official visit to the national 
capital after assuming 
office. His meeting with 
the PM and Sitharaman 
comes days after his party 
TVK secured an upset win 
in the April 23 Assembly 
polls, defeating Dravidian 
heavyweights DMK and 
AIADMK and formed its 
government with the sup-
port of allies including 
VCK.

The CM raised the issue 
of the Tamil Thai Vazhthu 
(invocation) song, as a 
controversy had broke out 
over the sequence of play-
ing it third-- after Vande 
Mataram and National 
anthem in the swearing-in 
ceremony of his govern-
ment as well as the expan-

sion of his cabinet.
In a letter addressed to 

PM Modi, Vijay said, “at 
the outset, I wish to affirm 
that the Government and 
people of Tamil Nadu hold 
the National Anthem and 
the National Song in the 
highest esteem.”

“Tamil Nadu has consis-
tently upheld the dignity 
and decorum associated 
with all national symbols 
and remains deeply com-
mitted to the unity, integ-
rity and constitutional 
values of India. I would 
also like to bring to your 
kind notice the long-estab-
lished position of Tamil 
Thai Vazhthu in the pub-
lic life of Tamil Nadu,” he 
said in the letter.

For several decades, it 
has traditionally been ren-
dered at the commence-
ment of government, 
educational, cultural and 
public functions across 
Tamil Nadu and the prac-
tice has also been formally 
recognised by the Tamil 

Nadu government, he 
said.

“Following the issu-
ance of the above Min-
istry of Home Affairs 
order, Lok Bhavan has 
adopted the sequence of 
Vande Mataram, National 
Anthem and thereafter 
Tamil Thai Vazhthu. The 
placement of Tamil Thai 
Vazhthu subsequent to 
the National Anthem has 
led to widespread public 
concern and opposition 
from various sections of 
society in Tamil Nadu, as 
it departs from the long-
standing and officially 
recognised practice fol-
lowed in the State.”

“It is submitted that 
Tamil Thai Vazhthu occu-
pies a unique position in 
Tamil Nadu as the State 
invocation song sym-
bolising the linguistic 
heritage, cultural iden-
tity and collective senti-
ments of the people of 
the state. Traditionally, 
it has always occupied 

the opening position in 
official functions as a mark 
of respect, pride and glory 
to the Tamil language and 
culture,” the CM added.

This practice has been 
changed in certain func-
tions after the communi-
cation from the Ministry 
of Home Affairs, he con-
tended. The Home Min-

istry letter does not bar 
the singing of State Song 
at the beginning of the 
functions. “However it is 
observed that in recent 
functions held at Lok Bha-
van, Tamil Thai Vazhthu 
was sung at the end.”

“In this background, I 
request your kind inter-
vention for issuance of 
a suitable clarification/
modification to the Min-
istry of Home Affairs 
Order No.14/2/2025-Pub-
lic, dated 28.01.2026, 
enabling State Invoca-
tion Songs, including 
Tamil Thai Vazhthu, 
to be sung at the com-
mencement of Govern-
ment functions. 

HIGHLIGHT

z TN respects National 
Anthem and National 
Song highly.

z He highlighted the 
long-standing role of 
Tamil Thai Vazhthu in 
TN’s public life
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TN CM for action on Mekedatu proj
Vijay met PM Modi to discuss key Tamil Nadu issues and the Tamil invocation song controversy.

Guwahati: The Assam 
Assembly on Wednesday 
passed the UCC Bill that 
seeks to put in place a com-
mon legal framework to 
govern marriage, divorce, 
succession and live-in rela-
tionships irrespective of 
religion, even as the oppo-
sition demanded that it be 
sent to a select committee.

With the passage of 

the proposed legislation, 
Assam became the third 
state, after Uttarakhand 
and Gujarat, to pass a Uni-
form Civil Code Bill.

Goa also has one com-
mon civil law, which 
continued from its erst-
while Portuguese colonial 
period. After a day-long 
discussion on the ‘The Uni-
form Civil Code, Assam, 

2026 Bill’, Speaker Ran-
jeet Kumar Dass asked 
Chief Minister Himanta 
Biswa Sarma to move it 
for passage.

Assam passes UCC Bill
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