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Two men who fell into a 100-foot well near Pooluvapatti in Coimbatore were 
rescued by the fire and rescue services personnel. The victims, Venkatesan 
and Sampath Kumar, had gone to a private garden temple to remove ropes 
tied by devotees when lost balance and plunged into the nearby open well
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Officials accused of 
demanding bribes to 
process tax refunds
E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E  @ Coimbatore

MSMEs operators have alleged that officials from 
the Commercial Tax Department are demanding 
a 10% bribe to process long-pending refund 
claims on penalties.

According to complaints, for the past two days, 
department officials have been summoning ap-
plicants who had applied for the refund of  pen-
alty amounts paid years ago. 

“Industrialists, who claim they committed no 
violations, are allegedly being asked to pay 10% 
of  the refund amount as ‘commission’ through 
their auditors. Officials allegedly promised to 
close the files immediately once the bribe is 
paid,” said J James, Coordinator of  Federation 
of  Coimbatore Industrial Association (FOCIA), a 
conglomerate of  25 MSME industrial 
associations.

“While checking the finished goods, flying 
squad officials from the commercial tax depart-
ment impose fine, citing issues in receipts. Entre-
preneurs have no option than paying the penalty. 
During the appeal, they can reimburse the pen-
alty after proving they were not found guilty. To 
claim back the penalty, the officials are now de-
manding the bribe,” he said. 

“Firms that have waited for years to get their 
legitimately paid penalty amounts back are now 
being forced to pay bribes,” he said and added 
that this demand is creating a severe financial 
burden on small entrepreneurs and micro indus-
tries already struggling with cash flow.

He appealed to the chief  minister to intervene 
and take action. Complainants further alleged 
that any resistance or questioning of  the officials 
results in threats of  fresh penalties under other 
sections of  the tax laws. 

Despite attempts, officials from the Commer-
cial Tax Department were not available for 
comment.

BU to use Computer-Based Test for 
PhD admissions; exam on May 30, 31
E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E 
@ Coimbatore

BHARATHIAR University will 
conduct the Common Eligibili-
ty Test (CET) for admission to 
PhD programmes for the 2026-
2027 academic year through the 
Computer-Based Test (CBT) 
mode, starting this academic 
year. 

The examination has been 
scheduled to be conducted on 
May 30 and 31 at a govern-
ment-aided college in 
Peelamedu.

Bharathiar Univer-
sity Registrar R Rajav-
el told TNIE, “Until 
last year, this exam was 
conducted manually, 
with students writing the 
examination on OMR sheets for 
1.5 hours. The exam had 50 
questions, and students had to 
answer at least 15 correctly to 

qualify. During the manual 
exam, students had to wait at 
least three days to know their 
results after the evaluation of  
t h e  c a n d i d at e s ’  a n swe r 

scripts.”
“But this time, we are 

conducting the exam 
through CBT and can-
didates can know their 
scores immediately af-

ter completing the ex-
amination without wait-

ing for three days. If  students 
have any appeal regarding the 
questions, they can contact us, 
and the examination commit-
tee and technical team will pro-

vide an explanation,” he said.
He said that there would be 

no issues in framing the ques-
tions and that a mock test was 
also recently conducted in the 
lab at an aided college.

“Through this test, benefits 
such as paperless examina-
tions, reduced exam conduct-
ing costs, time savings, and 
quick result processing are 
available to students and the 
university,” he added. 

He further said that this test 
has been conducted through 
the CBT method by Periyar 
University for the past five 
years.

According to sources, appli-
cations were invited from can-
didates between April 6 and 
May 10, and around 2,550 appli-
cations were received for the 
PhD programmes offered by 
the university’s departments 
and affiliated colleges.

Showroom 
fined ̀ 15K for 
selling defective 
vehicle to man
E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E 
@ Coimbatore

THE District Consumer Dis-
pute Redressal Commission di-
rected a two-wheeler showroom 
to pay `15,000 as compensation 
to a 60-year-old man for defi-
ciency in service and mental 
agony caused by a defective ve-
hicle. Ramasamy Senniyappan, 
a resident of  Arasur in Coim-
batore district, purchased a 
new two-wheeler from a show-
room in Papanaickenpalayam 
in 2024. According to his peti-
tion, he noticed visible scratch-
es immediately after he took 
delivery. As facing issues while 
driving, he took the vehicle to 
the showroom. Though the 
showroom staff  took the vehi-
cle for repairs, the problems 
persisted. The petitioner was 
assured of  one-year free serv-
ice at the manufacturer’s au-
thorised service center. How-
ever, when he approached the 
service center in Chinniyam-
palayam, the staff  allegedly re-
fused service, claiming the ve-
hicle was old and the free 
service period had expired.

Aggrieved, Senniyappan ap-
proached the consumer court 
seeking remedy. After hearing 
the case, Justice R Thangavel 
and members ruled in favour 
of  the complainant. 

Chillikomban weakened after fight with 
jumbo, died of exhaustion, finds autopsy
E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E 
@ Coimbatore

TWO days after the death of  
Chillikomban, a wild elephant 
who fell into a contour canal 
and was swept away, forest of-
ficials said the elephant had 
been weakened by injuries sus-
tained in a fight with another 
elephant and was starving 
since a couple of  days. Referred 
to as Chillikomban as its tusks 
resembled green chillies, the 
40-year-old wild elephant’s car-
cass was retrieved on Sunday 
morning after being carried 
along the 49-km canal to Thiru-
murthy Dam. 

The clarification by forest of-
ficials comes in the wake of  a 
section of  online media portals 
in Kerala alleging that the ani-
mal was unable to bear the pain 
and ended its life by falling into 

the canal.
The postmortem, carried out 

by a team of  three veterinari-
ans, revealed two large wounds 
beneath the abdomen and un-
der the tail.

According to D Venkatesh, 
Chief  Conservator of  Forests 
(CCF) and Field Director of  the 
Anamalai Tiger Reserve (ATR), 
“Two major wounds penetrated 
approximately 15 cm into the 

body. Maggots were found in-
festing these wounds. Based on 
these observations, it is evident 
that the injuries were sustained 
during a fight with another el-
ephant. Moreover, we observed 
several minor injuries on the 
tusker’s body. The elephant had 
not consumed any food for 
three to four days preceding its 
death, and no food particles 
were found in its stomach dur-

ing the postmortem,” he said.
“The elephant likely attempt-

ed to enter the water due to 
these injuries. However, since 
it was in a severely debilitated 
state due to starvation and ma-
jor injuries, it entered the PAP 
canal where it was swept away 
by the strong current. Due to 
extreme exhaustion, the ele-
phant was unable to climb out 
and eventually drowned,” 
Venkatesh added.

Meanwhile, a video of  Chil-
likomban, portrayed by animal 
lovers as the “hero” of  Nelliya-
mpathy in Kerala and Navama-
lai in Tamil Nadu for its non-
aggressive behaviour towards 
humans surfaced on Monday. 
The video showed the elephant 
raising its trunk towards the 
staff  who were part of  the res-
cue efforts, while being swept 
away in the contour canal. 

Set up de-addiction centres, 
give post-rehab support for 
addicts: Social forum to CM
E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E 
@ Coimbatore 

A Coimbatore-based social fo-
rum has petitioned Chief  Min-
ister C Joseph Vijay to set up 
free de-addiction centres across 
the state, and roll out an inte-
grated programme linking de-
addiction, livelihood support 
and employment. 

S Basha, coordinator of  the 
Namma Mettupalayam Social 
Welfare Association, also de-
manded to expansion of  treat-
ment and counselling facilities 
at the de-addiction centres at 
government hospitals. 

Basha noted that while many 
families wish to send their 
loved ones for de-addiction 
treatment, they hesitate be-
cause the household’s liveli-
hood suffers while the person 
is in rehab.

The association demanded to 
expand well-equipped free gov-
ernment de-addiction centres 
in government hospitals across 
the state, offering medical treat-
ment, mental health counsel-
ling, family counselling and 
social reintegration pro-
grammes, provide temporary 
livelihood assistance to fami-
lies of  those in treatment, self-
employment support for wom-
en and priority access to 
welfare schemes.

They also demanded that the 
government ensure employ-
ment opportunities, self-em-
ployment loans and continued 
rehab support in the post reha-
bilitation period, so recovered 
individuals can live with dig-
nity in society.

It also urged the state govern-
ment to create a dedicated, in-
tegrated special action plan. 

We are conducting the exam 
through CBT and candidates 
can know their scores 
immediately after 
completing the examination 
without waiting

R Rajavel, BU Registrar

Rain brings relief from heat, humidity in Kovai, Nilgiris dists 
COIMBATORE : Residents as well as tourists heaved a sigh of relief as widespread 
rainfall brought relief from the heat in parts of Coimbatore and Nilgiris districts on 
Monday. While Coimbatore district received 261 mm of rainfall, with Kinathukadavu 
recording the highest at 41 mm, Nilgiris recorded 311 mm of total rainfall.  While the 
residents of Coimbatore city were troubled due to the heat and humidity during the 
daytime on Sunday, light drizzle and winds brought them some relief after 10 pm.  
Periyanaickenpalayam received 36 mm of rainfall, while Pillur Dam and Valparai 
taluk recorded 20 mm each. Meanwhile, Coimbatore airport and Sulur received 11.3 
mm and 13 mm, respectively. In Nilgiris, Geddai received 61 mm rainfall, while
Kinnakorai received 44 mm, Udhagamandalam 25.6 mm and Kotagiri 18 mm.  ENS

Motorists drive through a waterlogged stretch near Vellalore, Coimbatore, on Monday. Widespread 
rainfall  brought respite from the heat in parts of the district |  S SENBAGAPANDIYAN

Autopsy revealed two large wounds beneath the abdomen and under the tail | EXPRESS

PARADIP PORT AUTHORITY
      MARINE DEPARTMENT

No.MD/SHS/TECH-123/2026/632 
Dated, the 21st May, 2026

e-TENDER CALL NOTICE (e-TCN)

Name of the Work: “Providing Assistance for 
Monitoring Maintenance Dredging Operation 
and Assisting Hydrographic Survey and 
other Miscellaneous works of Hydrographic 
Survey Division, Marine Department, PPA 
for a period of 03(three) years”. Estimated 
cost : Rs.1,21,73,911/- Plus GST. Last date & 
time of submission of tender through on-line 
bidding is 17:00 Hours on Dt.11.06.2026. 
For details, please log on to the Website:  
https://eprocure.gov.in/eprocure/app.

Sd/- Deputy Conservator,
Paradip Port Authority

PPA/PR/10/2026-2027                   dtd. 25.05.2026


