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Theatres get TN nod for 5 
shows for new Tamil films
CHENNAI: In a new directive, Chief 
Minister C Joseph Vijay has 
granted permission to theatres for 
scheduling five shows a day for 
newly released Tamil films. This 
directive comes after the CM met 
with the representatives of the 
Tamil film industry, on May 16.
Under the existing The Tamil 
Cinema (Regulation) Rules, 1957, 
a film could have four scheduled 
shows, with an extra ‘special’ 
show scheduled on festive 
holidays and government 
holidays. The permission for 
scheduling shows was previously 
granted by the District Collector 
or a Police Inspector for districts 
outside Chennai. For Chennai, the 
permission was granted by the 
Commissioner of Police.With the 
new directive, a newly released 
Tamil film can have five 
scheduled shows a day, for seven 
days beginning with the day of its 
release. Apart from that, five 
shows can be scheduled on 
weekends, festive holidays and 
government holidays.  ENS

Flesh trade racket busted: 3 held, search on for one
VIRUDHUNAGAR: Rajapalayam South Police rescued five women who 
were forced into sex trade during a raid on Saturday. Three persons, were 
arrested. They conducted a raid at a  house in the town and busted the 
gang. The arrested persons were identified as Anthoni Selvi (29), who 
allegedly operated the racket, an auto driver Anandraj (38), and Chinna 
Karuppasamy (38). Search is on to trace another absconding broker. ENS

‘CM resorting to horse-trading to stay in power’
C O N T I N U E D  F R O M  P A G E  1

Rejecting the allegations of  horse-
trading, Minister for Energy Re-
sources and Law R Nirmalkumar 
said the AIADMK MLAs resigned 
their membership since they lost 
hope in the leadership of  their 
party and then came to us. “There 
is no need for TVK to engage in 
horse-trading. Even now, if  elec-
tions are held, TVK will win in 
more than 200 constituencies,” he 
said. 

Earlier in the day, five AIAD-
MK rival group MLAs who sup-
ported the TVK government — 
S M  S u k u m a r  ( A r c o t 
constituency), NS Natarajan 
(Kangeyam), P Haribhaskar 
(Kangeyam), K Mohan (Panruti) 
and D Jaishankar (Sankarankoil) 
— submitted letters to the speak-
er, apologising to the AIADMK 
general secretary for backing the 
TVK government. Sources said 
that what Tamil Nadu is witness-

ing is not merely turmoil inside 
AIADMK or an expansion bid by 
TVK, but a high-stakes battle 
over political relevance in the 
post-Dravidian transition era. 
Commenting on the develop-
ment, DMK president MK 
Stalin accused the CM of  
resorting to horse-trad-
ing to remain in power. 
He alleged that TVK had 
sought support from 
DMK allies, bargained 
with a section of  AIADMK 
MLAs during the floor test and 
facilitated their resignation and 
induction into his party. Stalin 
also accused the Congress of  hy-
pocrisy, saying it had once op-
posed TVK seeking NDA support 
but is now part of  the cabinet. 

Responding to Stalin, Congress 
MP Manickam Tagore accused 
the DMK of  working with the 
BJP to subvert the people’s man-
date. He also defended the resig-

nation of  MLAs and their de-
cision to join TVK. While 

AMMK general secretary 
TTV Dhinakaran re-
called the earlier in-
stance of  alleged horse-
trading of  his party MLA 

S Kamaraj by the TVK, 
VCK treasurer SS Balaji said 

the move is actually a threat to 
the TVK president Vijay’s claim 
that they would indulge only in 
“genuine and honest politics”.

A few hours later, the three 
MLAs formally joined TVK at its 
Panaiyur headquarters. Later, 

Maragatham Kumaravel, one of  
the three AIADMK MLAs, said, 
“After the Assembly elections, the 
AIADMK MLAs proposed two 
stands: forming the government 
with the support of  the DMK or 
supporting the TVK government. 
Most of  the MLAs did not like the 
first proposal, and 30 MLAs sup-
ported backing the TVK govern-
ment. But a malicious propagan-
da was unleashed against us. 
During the past five years, as op-
position party MLAs, we could 
not even fulfil 10% of  our prom-
ises to the people.  So, we joined 
the TVK keeping in mind the wel-
fare of  the people of  our constitu-
encies.”  She also hailed the wel-
fare initiatives implemented by 
the Vijay government. Asked 
whether they would contest from 
their present constituencies if  
by-elections are announced, she 
said it would be decided by the 
TVK leadership.

Min’s dad earned `300 initially
C O N T I N U E D  F R O M  P A G E  1

“WE never thought one among 
us would one day take oath as a 
minister. After I relocated to 
this house, I don’t have to think 
about the monthly rent, and the 
issues associated with it, as ac-
commodation is free of  charge,” 
Srinivasan added.

The minister’s father said it 
has been very difficult to make 
ends meet with his meagre sal-
ary. He said his initial salary 
was ̀ 300, and it was later raised 
to ̀ 1,000, and then to ̀ 3,000. “For 
the past few years, I have been 
receiving ̀ 5,000. My wife travels 

to Mylapore every day for her 
cooking job to meet the family’s 
needs. With our earnings, we 
could only manage to make 
Ramesh complete his BE degree, 
while the other sons studied 
only up to a diploma,” he 
added. 

The minister’s elder brother S 
Sudharshan works as a machine 
operator at a private company, 
and younger brother S Aravind 
also works at a private firm. Af-
ter completing his education, 
Ramesh worked at an automo-
bile company while associating 
himself  with the Vijay Makkal 
Iyakkam.

The move is actually a threat to the TVK president Vijay’s claim that 
they would indulge only in “genuine and honest politics”

SS Balaji, VCK treasurer

Woman cuts off ties, man hurls petrol bomb at house
E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E 
@ Coimbatore

POLICE have launched a search 
for Karthik alias Mariyappan, 
along with three of  his associ-
ates, after a young woman who 
rejected his romantic overtures 
allegedly became the target of  a 
petrol bomb attack on her 
home.

Police said the victim had al-
legedly become acquainted 
with Karthik while studying at 

a private college in Coimbatore. 
However, when she later learned 
that he was involved in multiple 
criminal cases, she alleg-
edly ended all contact 
with him. They added 
that Karthik allegedly 
continued to harass the 
woman over phone 
calls and even in person. 
The situation escalated on 
Sunday evening when Karthik 
and three others arrived at the 
woman’s residence on two mo-

torcycles. The accused allegedly 
abused her father, who was 
standing outside the house, and 

issued death threats before 
hurling petrol-filled liq-
uor bottles into the resi-
dence. One of  the bot-
tles exploded near the 
portico, setting fire to a 

shoe rack and other 
household items. The 

front wheel of  a two-wheeler 
also caught fire in the incident. 
Fortunately, no injuries were 

reported. CCTV footage from 
the locality showed the suspects 
purchasing fuel and later throw-
ing Molotov cocktails at the 
house. 

Based on a complaint filed by 
the victim’s father, Thondam-
uthur police have registered a 
case against four persons. A spe-
cial police team has been formed 
to trace and arrest the accused, 
who is said to have more than 31 
criminal cases pending against 
him across the state.

High command to end power 
tussle, summons Siddu & DKS
D E V A R A J  B  H I R E H A L L I  @Bengaluru

THE Congress high command 
will most likely put an end to 
the power tussle between Chief  
Minister Siddaramaiah and 
Deputy Chief  Minister DK Shi-
vakumar, as both leaders have 
been summoned to Delhi for a 
high-voltage meeting scheduled 
to be held at AICC president 
Mallikarjun Kharge’s resi-
dence at 11 am on Tuesday.

Depending on the situation, 
Leader of  Opposition in the 
Lok Sabha Rahul Gandhi could 
take part in the meeting, which 
will be attended by AICC Gen-
eral Secretary (Organisation) 
KC Venugopal too.

“I cannot comment on this. 
Rahulji will speak,” was 
Kharge’s cryptic reply while 
talking to a news agency in Del-
hi on Monday.

Rahul’s message for the meet-
ing was conveyed by Venugopal, 
first to Siddaramaiah on Sun-
day and Shivakumar on Mon-
day, indicating that a decision 
on either a change in leader-
ship or cabinet reshuffle would 
be taken in the presence of  both 
leaders. The much-anticipated 
meeting will be decisive if  Ra-
hul too takes part in it.

The power tussle between the 
two leaders has been lingering 
since November 2025, and Shi-
vakumar has been insisting 
that the high command should 
take a decision based on the 
agreement, which was struck 
between him and Siddaramai-
ah in 2023 when the party won 
the Assembly elections, to 
share power for two-and-a-half  
years each.

Tuesday’s meeting is a clear 
indication that Shivakumar 
has got an opportunity to make 
his strongest-ever bid to stake 
claim to the chief  minister’s 
seat. As Siddaramaiah boarded 
a special flight to Delhi on Mon-
day evening along with minis-
ters showing allegiance to him, 

Shivakumar boarded an Air In-
dia flight separately along with 
his personal secretary, giving 
enough hints that this could be 
the conclusion of  the long-
drawn power game. Shivaku-
mar had already sent his young-
e r  b ro t h e r  a n d  fo r m e r 
Bengaluru Rural MP DK Suresh 
to Delhi on a separate flight. 
Suresh is likely to meet certain 
high command leaders, prepar-
ing the ground for Shivakumar 
to put up a strong fight, sources 
said. At the meeting, if  Shiva-
kumar insists on the CM post, 
Siddaramaiah could claim that 
he is supported by a majority 
of  legislators who  want him to 
continue as CM. He may also 
argue that he would want to 
continue in the post, keeping 
the party’s future in mind as 
the party won five bypolls un-
der his leadership.

During the swearing-in of  
Kerala Chief  Minister V D 
Satheesan, Siddaramaiah had 
conveyed to Rahul that he has 
the support of  most party sen-
iors, including ministers.

On Tuesday’s meeting, a min-
ister told TNIE, “There is noth-
ing special. Siddaramaiah has 
taken along all his supporters 
to show his strength.” 

Karnataka CM Siddaramaiah and Deputy 
CM DK Shivakumar| FILE PIC

E X P R E S S  R E A D

Life term for 42-year-old 
worker in Pocso case
TIRUCHY: A mahila court on 
Monday sentenced a 42-year-old 
construction worker to life 
imprisonment for repeatedly 
sexually assaulting a 16-year-old 
girl in Samayapuram in 2023.
Judge Shanmugapriya also 
imposed a fine of `15,000 on M 
Balasubramanian of V Thurayur, 
who lured the Class 11 girl with a 
marriage promise, trespassed into 
her home, and assaulted her 
when her parents were away.
Based on the victim’s complaint, 
Lalgudi All Women Police 
registered a case under the Pocso 
Act and IPC on February 23, 2023, 
and arrested him. Government 
counsel Sumathi prosecuted the 
case.  ENS

  COOLING OFF
Commuters drink chilled water provided by a voluntary organisation at a roadside distribution point in Rasoolpura as  

soaring temperatures grip Hyderabad on Monday |  VINAY MADAPU

Karnataka State Cyber Command busted a ‘digital 
arrest’ racket and arrested six persons who
impersonated CBI and ED senior officials to dupe a 
74-year-old woman of ` 24 crore, police said on Monday

DIGITAL 
ARREST

Whereas, The undersigned being the Authorized Officer of Northern Are Capital Ltd. 
under Securitization and Reconstruction of Financial Assets and Enforcement of Security 
Interest Act, 2002 and in exercise of the powers conferred under section 13 (12) read 
with Rule 3 of the Security Interest (Enforcement) Rules, 2002, issued a Demand Notice 
dated 11th February 2026 calling upon the Borrower (1) Alangaram Amulrani (Borrower) 
Address. 627/1A, Kamarajar Nagar, Valayampatty, Paruthikanmai, Kalayarkovil, 
Sivaganga, Tamil Nadu - 630551, And also Aaha Maligai Store Proprietorship of 
Alangaram Amulrani, address Paramakudi road, Valayampatti, Kalayarkovil block, 
Sivaganga, Tamilnadu - 630551, India. (2) Arputham Alankaram (Co-Borrower) Add 
627/1A, Kamarajar Nagar, Valayampatty, Paruthikanmai, Kalayarkovil, Sivaganga, Tamil 
Nadu - 630551 to repay the amount mentioned in the notice being Rs. 2888218.97/- 
(Rupees Twenty Eight Lakhs Eighty Eight Thousand Two Hundred Eighteen 
and Ninety Seven Paise Only) as on 11th February, 2026 along with interest from  
12th February, 2026 within 60 days from the date of receipt of the said notice.
The Borrower having failed to repay the amount, notice is hereby given to the Borrower/
Guarantor/Co Borrower and the public in general that the undersigned has taken 
possession of the property described herein below in exercise of powers conferred on 
him/her under Section 13(4) of the said Act read with Rule 8 of the said rains on this 
possession notice dated, 23/05/2026.
The Borrower/Guarantor/Co Borrower and the public in general are hereby cautioned 
not to deal with the property and any dealings with the property will be subject to the 
charge of Northern Arc Capital Ltd. for an amount of Rs. 2888218.97/- (Rupees Twenty 
Eight Lakhs Eighty Eight Thousand Two Hundred Eighteen and Ninety Seven 
Paise Only) as on 11th February, 2026 along with interest from 12th February, 2026, 
costs, etc. thereon.
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In Sivaganga Registration District, Kalaiyarkovil Sub Registrar office, Kalaiyarkovil 
Taluk, Paruthikanmal Group, Kollangudi Hamlet, Aiyurulithatchankanmai Village, “Pastin 
Nagar” surveyed as S. No.87/1 Punjai Hectare 0.46.5 ares acre 1 and Cent 15, Then 
subdivision S. No. 87/1A1A Punjai hectare 0.29.60 ares, After Subdivision S. No. 87/4A 
Punjai hectare 0.23.11 ares, Now Subdivision New S. No. 87/4A1B Punjai hectare 
0.02.37 ares, in that Plot No. 13 with an extent of 2557% Sq. Ft (or) 237.60 Sq. mtr. land 
with building within the following Boundaries: North: Jeyaraj Punjai South: Plot No. 14 
East: Channel West: 20 feet South-North Common Pathway
Measurements:- East West on the Northern Side 83 Feet, East-West on the Southern 
Side 72 Feet, South-North on the Eastern side 33 Feet, South-North on the Western 
Side33 Feet, Total Area 25571% Sq. Feet.

Within this vacant site in which constructed a house building bearing at Door  
No. 9/627/1A2A and S.C. No. 05462014649 with all deposits and fittings and all other 
amenities along with all pathway rights.

 Sd/-
Place: Sivagangai, Tamil Nadu Authorised Officer, 
Dated: 23/05/2026 NORTHERN ARC CAPITAL LIMITED
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Regd. Office: 10th Floor, Phase-I, IIT-Madras Research Park, Kanagam 
Village, Taramani, Chennai - 600113, Tamil Nadu.
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