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WASHINGTON 

ISRAEL and Lebanon on Thurs-
day extended a shaky ceasefire by 
three weeks, President Donald 
Trump announced Thursday, as 
he voiced hope for a historic 
three-way meeting soon and a po-
tential peace deal.

Trump, at a standstill in nego-
tiations with Iran, spoke in glow-
ing terms of  peace prospects for 
Lebanon, even as Hezbollah fired 
new rockets following deadly Is-
raeli strikes.

“I think there’s a very good 
chance of  having peace. I think it 
should be an easy one,” Trump 
told reporters as he met in the 
White House with ambassadors 
of  the two countries, which have 
no diplomatic relations.

Trump announced that a cease-
fire would be extended by three 
weeks. An initial truce was an-
nounced after the first meeting 
between the ambassadors on 

April 14 and was due to expire on 
Sunday. He said that he expected 
Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin 
Netanyahu and Lebanese Presi-
dent Joseph Aoun to meet jointly 

with him at the White House dur-
ing the ceasefire.

The two leaders “over the next 
couple of  weeks will be coming 
here,” Trump said.

Aoun earlier denied an account 
by Trump that he would speak by 
telephone with Netanyahu.

Lebanese officials said before 
the meeting that they were seek-
ing a one-month ceasefire exten-
sion. Aoun said it should include 
“a halt to the destruction of  
homes and attacks on civilians, 
places of  worship, journalists and 
the medical and educational sec-
tors.” Meanwhile, the Israeli mili-
tary said its forces killed six Hez-
bollah fighters in a southern 
Lebanese town during a clash 
that included a firefight.

According to the military, 
troops identified six militants op-
erating in the town of  Bint Jbeil, 
an area that saw heavy fighting 
before a ceasefire was declared 
last week. “Following the identifi-
cation, an exchange of  fire began 
between the terrorists and the 
soldiers, during which the sol-
diers eliminated two terrorists,” 
the military said.  AFP
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A view of the destruction in the southern Lebanese village of Khiam on Friday |  AFP

US soldier charged with using classified data for bets
WASHINGTON 

A US Army special forces soldier 
involved with the capture of  Ven-
ezuelan President Nicolas Maduro 
is due in court Friday after being 
charged with using classified in-
formation about the mission to 
win more than USD 4,00,000 in an 

online prediction market. Federal 
prosecutors say Gannon Ken Van 
Dyke used his access to classified 
information about the operation 
to capture Maduro in January to 
win money on the prediction site.

Van Dyke, who was stationed at 
Fort Bragg near Fayetteville, 
North Carolina, was charged 

Thursday with unlawful use of  
confidential information for per-
sonal gain. A publicly listed phone 
number listed for Van Dyke isn’t 
in service, and court records don’t 
list an attorney for him yet.

Van Dyke, 38, was involved in 
the planning and execution of  
capturing Maduro for about a 

month, according to the New York 
federal prosecutor’s office. He 
signed nondisclosure agreements 
promising to not divulge “any 
classified or sensitive informa-
tion”, but prosecutors say he used 
this information to make a series 
of  bets related to Maduro being 
out of  power by January 31.  AFP

Netanyahu reveals he had cancer 
JERUSALEM

ISRAELI Prime Minister Ben-
jamin Netanyahu said Friday 
that he has undergone treatment 
for prostate cancer in his first 
public acknowledgment of  the 
diagnosis.

He said that roughly a year and 
a half  ago he had prostate sur-
gery. Then two and a half  months 
ago, his doctors discovered and 
treated a small tumor at Jerusa-
lem’s Hadassah Hospital with ra-
diation therapy. That was not 
publicly announced at the time.

“At my last check-up, a tiny spot 
of  less than one centimetre in 
size was found in the prostate. 

Tests confirmed a very early-
stage malignant tumour with no 
evidence of  spread metastasis,” 
76-year-old Israeli leader said. 

“I requested to delay its publi-
cation by two months so that it 

would not be released at the 
height of  the war” against Iran, 
the Israeli leader said, to prevent 
“more false propaganda against 
Israel.” He said he was healthy 
and called the tumor a “minor 
medical issue”. Netanyahu’s 
health was the subject of  specula-
tion during the early weeks of  the 
war with Iran as fake, AI-generat-
ed images circulated suggesting 
he had died, including on Iranian 
state media.

Aharon Popovtser, the director 
of  Hadassah Hospital’s oncology 
unit, said Netanyahu was diag-
nosed at an early stage, noting 
that prostate cancer is common 
among men his age.  Agencies 

Benjamin Netanyahu

Can’t suspend 
members: NATO 
NICOSIA

NATO said on Friday that there 
is no provision in the NATO trea-
ty allowing for suspension or ex-
pulsion of  a member of  world’s 
most powerful military alliance 
after a report said the White 
House could seek to suspend 
Spain over its Iran war stance.

US President Trump has re-
peatedly railed against NATO al-
lies for refusing to help out more 
with the Iran war, saying he 
viewed it as a betrayal. Some of  
them did not allow US military 
aircraft deployed for the war to 
overfly their territories. AFP

2,802 sq miles
of the United States have burned 
in wildfires so far this year
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