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ngh command to end power Proposal rejected, man hurls petrol bombs at girl's house
tussle, summons Siddu & DKS

DEVARAJ B HIREHALLI @Bengaluru

THE Congress high command
will most likely put an end to
the power tussle between Kar-
nataka Chief Minister Siddara-
maiah and Deputy Chief Min-
ister DK Shivakumar, as both
leaders have been summoned
to Delhi for a high-voltage meet-
ing scheduled to be held at
AICC president Mallikarjun
Kharge’s residence at 11 am on
Tuesday.

Depending on the situation,
Leader of Opposition in the
Lok Sabha Rahul Gandhi could
take part in the meeting, which
will be attended by AICC Gen-
eral Secretary (Organisation)
KC Venugopal too.

“I cannot comment on this.
Rahulji will speak,” was
Kharge’s cryptic reply while
talking to anews agency in Del-
hi on Monday.

Rahul’s message for the meet-
ing was conveyed by Venugopal,
first to Siddaramaiah on Sun-
day and Shivakumar on Mon-
day, indicating that a decision
on either a change in leader-
ship or cabinet reshuffle would
be taken in the presence of both
leaders. The much-anticipated
meeting will be decisive if Ra-
hul too takes part in it.

Free entry to
all tourist spots
in Kodaikanal
till May 31

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
@ Dindigul

THE Dindigul district adminis-
tration has issued free entry to
all tourist spots in Kodaikanal
as the hill town witnesses a
spurt in the number of visitors
amid the summer holiday
break. The free entry is allowed
up to May 31.

Collector S Saravanan issued
the order in this regard after
heavy traffic congestion was
noticed on key roads in Ko-
daikanal town.

Under the directive of the
Chief Minister and in response
to the increasing tourist influx,
entry to all Forest Department-
governed sites in Kodaikanal
will be free of charge from May
25 to May 31, 2026. This initia-
tive aims to enhance accessibil-
ity and to offer a smooth and
enjoyable sightseeing experi-
ence for visitors, stated a press
release.

The 63rd Flower Show and
Summer Festival is underway
at Bryant Park. The event is
jointly organised by the Depart-
ment of Horticulture and Plan-
tation Crops, along with the
Department of Tourism. There
has been a significant rise in
the number of tourists to the
region in view of the festival
and summer holidays.

Karnataka CM Siddaramaiah and Deputy
CM DK Shivakumar| riLE PIC

The power tussle between the
two leaders has been lingering
since November 2025, and Shi-
vakumar has been insisting
that the high command should
take a decision based on the
agreement, which was struck
between him and Siddaramai-
ah in 2023 when the party won
the Assembly election, to share
power for two-and-a-half years
each.

Tuesday’s meeting is a clear
indication that Shivakumar
has got an opportunity to make
his strongest-ever bid to stake
claim to the chief minister’s
seat. As Siddaramaiah boarded
a special flight to Delhi on Mon-
day evening along with minis-

ters showing allegiance to him,
Shivakumar boarded an Air In-
dia flight separately along with
his personal secretary, giving
enough hints that this could be
the conclusion of the long-
drawn power game. Shivaku-
mar had already sent his young-
er brother and former
Bengaluru Rural MP DK Suresh
to Delhi on a separate flight.
Suresh is likely to meet certain
high command leaders, prepar-
ing the ground for Shivakumar
to put up a strong fight, sources
said. At the meeting, if Shiva-
kumar insists on the CM post,
Siddaramaiah could claim that
he is supported by a majority
of legislators who want him to
continue as CM. He may also
argue that he would want to
continue in the post, keeping
the party’s future in mind as
the party won five bypolls un-
der his leadership.

During the swearing-in of
Kerala Chief Minister V D
Satheesan, Siddaramaiah had
conveyed to Rahul that he has
the support of most party sen-
iors, including ministers.

On Tuesday’s meeting, a min-
ister told T'NIE, “There is noth-
ing special. Siddaramaiah has
taken along all his supporters
to show his strength.”

Minister earned a living
at an automobile firm

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

“We never thought one among
us would one day take oath as a
minister. After I relocated to
this house, I don’t have to think
about the monthly rent, and the
issues associated with it, as ac-
commodation isfree of charge,”
Srinivasan added.

The minister’s father said it
has been very difficult to make
ends meet with his meagre sal-
ary. He said his initial salary
was Z300, and it was later raised
t0 %1,000, and then to Z3,000.

“For the past few years, I have
been receiving %5,000. My wife
travels to Mylapore every day

EXPRESS READ

Vijay grants nod to theatres to hold
five shows in first week of film release

Chennai: Tamil Nadu Chief Minister C Joseph Vijay has
granted permission to theatres for holding five shows
a day for newly released Tamil films. This directive
comes after the CM met with the representatives of
the Tamil film industry on May 16. Under the existing

for her cooking job to meet the
family’s needs. With our earn-
ings, we could only manage to
make Ramesh complete his
Bachelor of Emgineering de-
gree, while the other sons stud-
ied only up to a diploma,” he
added.

The minister’s elder brother
S Sudharshan works as a ma-
chine operator at a private
company, and younger brother
S Aravind also works at a pri-
vate firm.

After completing his educa-
tion, Ramesh worked at an au-
tomobile company while asso-
ciating himself with the Vijay
Makkal Iyakkam.

The Tamil Cinema (Regulation) Rules, 1957, a film

could have four scheduled shows, with an extra
‘special’ show scheduled on festive holidays and
government holidays. The permission for scheduling
shows was previously granted by the District Collector
or a Police Inspector for districts outside Chennai. For
Chennai, the permission was granted by the
Commissioner of Police. With the new directive, a
newly released Tamil film can have five scheduled
shows a day, for seven days beginning with the day of
its release. Also, five shows can be held on weekends,
festive holidays and government holidays.

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
@ Coimbatore

POLICE have launched a search
for a man and his three aides
who allegedly hurled a petrol
bomb on the house of a woman
for rejecting his romantic
overtures.

Police said the woman had al-
legedly become acquainted
with Karthik while studying at
a private college in Coimbat-
ore. However, when she later

learned that he was involved in  her father, who was standing

multiple criminal cases, she
ended all contact with him.
They added that Karthik
allegedly continued to
harass the woman over
phone and even in per-
son. The situation es-
calated on Sunday
evening when Karthik
and three others arrived
at the woman’s residence on
two motorcycles.

The accused allegedly abused

outside the house, and issued
death threats before hurling

petrol-filled liquor bottles
into the residence. One
of the bottles exploded
near the portico, set-
ting fire to a shoe rack
and other household
items. The front wheel
of a two-wheeler also
caught fire in the incident.
Fortunately, no injuries were

reported.

Massive illegal mining of gravel found
in three water tanks in Kayathar taluk

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
@ Thoothukudi

EVEN as Natural Resources
Minister TK Prabhu conducted
surprise visits to various dis-
tricts, Revenue and Geology
and Mining officials on Mon-
day unearthed massive illegal
mining of gravels from three
tanks in Kayathar taluk in
Thoothukudi.

The crime came to light as of-
ficials conducted field inspec-
tion at three tanks - Velangudi
kanmoi in Akilandapuram vil-
lage, Kothandaramaperi tank
in Kayathar village and II-
athanikulam Kanmoi in
Vadakku Ilanthaikulam - fol-
lowing a tip-off. The three tanks
are under the control of the
revenue department.

The inspection revealed that
over 1,000 loads of gravel had
been illegally quarried from
the surface of the tanks.

A senior officer said the min-
ers had informed the officials
that they obtained necessary
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Officials measuring an illegal mined area of the Ilathanikulam Kanmoi in Vadakku
llanthailulam near Kayathar on Monday | express

permits from the Kayathar
tasildar as per G.O. 50 for the
removal of silt and clay; how-
ever, the field inspection re-
vealed that they did not obtain
any such permit. Police com-
plaints against the smugglers
have been lodged, the official
said. The Village Administra-
tive Officers (VAO) of Akilan-
dapurame, Kayathar and
Vadakku Ilanthaikulam villag-
es have lodged complaints with
the Kayathar police demanding

to find the culprits. Activists
said that the smugglers exca-
vated the tanks after colluding
with the local political party
leaders. The tank bed has been
badly damaged, they charged.

Geology and mining depart-
ment officials have been deput-
ed to quantify the quantum of
gravel removed without per-
mission from the three tanks. A
hefty fine amount will be
charged as per the guidelines,
the officer said.

CCTYV footage from the local-
ity showed the suspects pur-
chasing fuel and later throwing
Molotov cocktails at the house.
Based on a complaint filed by
the victim’s father, Thondam-
uthur police have registered a
case against four persons. A
special police team has been
formed to trace and arrest the
accused, who is said to have
more than 31 criminal cases
pending against him across the
state.

Sexual assault: 3

held in T’kudi

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
@ Thoothukudi

THOOTHUKUDI all-woman po-
lice on Monday arrested three
persons who allegedly sexually
assaulted a 25-year-old woman
near the Thoothukudi fishing
harbour.

In her complaint, the woman
stated that she was waiting at
Sumangali bus stop when one
of the suspects offered to take
her on his bike. She accepted
his offer and went with him.
But he took her to an isolated
place near the harbour and sex-
ually assaulted her. Two of his
friends, also raped her, she
added.

Based on the complaint,
Thoothukudi AWPS registered
a case under the BNS. After in-
quiry, a special team led by
Thoothukudi town DSP Sunil
arrested A Mohith (25), J
Ritheesh (19) and J Thiloth Ber-
lin (21).

Police said the gang snatched
her %2,500, a mobile phone and
two silver rings after the sexual
assault.

TVK will win over 200 seats if polls held now: Min

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

REJECTING the allegations of
horse-trading, Minister for En-
ergy Resources and Law R Nir-
malkumar said the ATADMK
MLASs resigned their member-
ship since they lost hope in the
leadership of their party and
then came to us. “There is no
need for TVK to engage in
horse-trading. Even now, if
elections are held, TVK will
win in more than 200 constitu-
encies,” he said.

Earlier in the day, five AIAD-
MK rival group MLASs who sup-
ported the TVK government
— SM Sukumar (Arcot constit-
uency), NS Natarajan (Kan-

and D Jaishankar (Sankara-
nkoil) — submitted letters to
the Speaker, apologising to the
ATADMK general secretary for
backing the TVK government.
Sources said that what Tamil
Nadu is witnessing is not mere-
ly turmoil inside AIAD-
MK or an expansion bid
by TVK, but a high-
stakes battle over po-
litical relevance.

DMK president MK
Stalin accused the CM
of resorting to horse-trad-
ing to remain in power. He al-
leged that TVK had sought sup-
port from DMK allies,
bargained with a section of Al-
ADMK MLAs during the floor

party. Stalin also accused the
Congress of hypocrisy, saying
it had once opposed TVK seek-
ing NDA support but is now
part of the cabinet.
Congress MP Manickam
Tagore accused the DMK of
working with the BJP to
subvert the people’s
mandate. He also de-
fended the resignation
of MLAs and their de-
cision to join TVK.
While AMMK general
secretary T'TV Dhinaka-
ran recalled the earlier in-
stance of alleged horse-trading
of his party MLA S Kamaraj by
the TVK, VCK treasurer SS
Balaji said the move is actually

indulge only in “genuine and
honest politics”.

A few hours later, the three
MLASs formally joined TVK at
its Panaiyur headquarters.

Later, Maragatham Kumar-
avel, one of the three AIADMK
MLAS, said, “After the Assem-
bly election, the AIADMK
MLASs proposed two stands:
forming the government with
the support of the DMK or sup-
porting the TVK government.
Most of the MLAs did not like
the first proposal, and 30 MLAs
supported backing the TVK
government. But a malicious
propaganda was unleashed
against us. We joined the TVK
keeping in mind the welfare of
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Joint DirectoriProject Director,
District Rural Development Agency, Salam.

and Crestiaon of MHEE
facility at Tuticorn and
Kinilpatt Rallway

No.MD/SHS/TECH-123/2026/632
Dated, the 21st May, 2026
e-TENDER CALL NOTICE (e-TCN)

SADON - ENgINERNNG

Name of the Work: “Providing Assistance for
Monitoring Maintenance Dredging Operation
and Assisting Hydrographic Survey and
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geyam), K Mohan (Panruti) nation and induction into his Vijay’s claim that they would constituencies.”
™ GOVERNMENT OF TAMIL NADU SOUTHERN RAILWAY
m ' RURAL DEVELOPMENT AND PANCHAYAT RAJ DEPARTMENT (GATI SHAKTI/ MADURAI)
I GOMATHI NAYAGAM SALEM DISTRICT
' Roc.No 2738/2025/A3 Dt. 22.05.2026. E-TENDER
PILLAI MANONMANI born SRILANKAN TAMIL REFUGEE CAMP - 2025-2026 (Phase-lll) TENDER NOT - -
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Kanyakumari) residing at 1/132, ELECTRONIC TENDER NOTICE Gati Shakti, Southern Rallway, Madurai-825016 invites e- tender for the work as
North Street, Melur, Esanthi- 1. For details, vigit www. tntenders. gov.in FE' Notice inviting Tender(NIT) in our portal www.ireps.gov.in The tenderers /
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GOMATHI NAYAGAM PILLAI MANONMANI iV Last Dateand Time for downloading & @ From 26,05.2026 o E|'I'-|\'."f!]l1 :m.'.hlln:l whed
Nagercoil, Date: 25.05.2026 Submission of E- Bid Documents 12.06.2026 upto 3.00 P.M. and aifiod fackties o
! . ] GE-MOiL Loach masntanancs af i o
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Englneerung gnd Development Facilily for Advanced Chemical Systems al RFF, WS5C !/ NIT No.
VSSC/CMG/ED1/02/2026-2027 Dt. 25.05.2026 (U1 HT./P.A.C: T 52. B8 ¥ =L akhs)

IS LIKE TAKING A

other Miscellaneous works of Hydrographic
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- R, A 2 - f . ,q’_f T'_Er 7 .31 f.f i eIl for a period of 03(three) years”. Estimated DRINK FROM A FIRE Deputy Chief Engineer,
wirks in connaction with verical exbengon of b-% Mo, V=44 For Advanced Video Imaging Lab 2 VRD, WVEEE ) NIT Mo, t - Rs.1.21.73.911/- Plus GST. Last date & . . %
VSSCICMGIED1/03/2026-2027 Dt. 25.05.2026 (4t.7. 41 /P.A.C: T 30.70#Te/Lakhs) cost: Ws.1,21,19, us ol Last date HYDRANT ) MITCHELL KAPOR Gati Shakti, Madurai.

time of submission of tender through on-line
bidding is 17:00 Hours on Dt.11.06.2026.
For details, please log on to the Website:
https://eprocure.gov.in/eprocure/app.

Sd/- Deputy Conservator,
Paradip Port Authority

PPA/PR/10/2026-2027 dtd. 25.05.2026

TS A & [ 2y Period for downloading: 514 26.05.2026 %1 10.00 75 hrs. W 3715 08.06.2026, 23.00 T2 hrs.

vegw Ffersn =49 % A www tenderwizard.infisro 1 www.isro.govin #8)1 Interested tenderers may visit

www, tenderwizard . comisro or wawisro.gov.in for details. S/~ T, HwEEt, Shranat |
Head, CMG, VSSC

MANAPPURAM FINANCE LTD. Manoppurm Hocsa, Po. Velagad. Thicsus - 630 67, Korala, s

GOLD AUCTION NOTICE

The pledges, in spacfic and the public, i general, are hersby nofified thal public avction of the gold ormaments pledged in the below accounts is proposed bo be
conducted at tha following branches on tﬁ.lﬂ%;zl}iﬁ from 10.00 am mwmrds-\le‘g ara auctioning gck?nomarrrants dataull.eu:?mﬂ[ﬂn'rars who have failed to make paymant
af hisiher loan amount despile being nofified by registered letters. Unauctioned items shall be auctioned on any oiher days without further notice. Changes in venue or
date {if any)will be displayed at auction cantra-and on wiabsite withoul any further nodice.

List of pledges:-

KANYAKUMARL ANJUGRAMAM KANYAKUMARI, 0117320730012179, 9180, BEACH ROAD NAGARCOIL, 0125250700043 181, 8092, 3161, (125250730008369,
8482, 8488, KANYAKUMARI 010210070077 1554, 2521, 3011, KOLACHEL, N02130700780041, KOTTAR NAGARCOIL, D102490730005772, KUZHITTURAL
0102B50700035812, NAGERCOIL, 0124420700032253, SWAMIAR MADAM, 1103140700056071, VADASSERY JUNCTION, 010208070006T521, 8165, 9152,
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KALYANA KARNATAKA ROAD TRANSPORT CORPORATION:
CENTRAL OFFICES: KALABURAGI

NO/KKTCO/TR/COM/ 804 /26-27 Dated: 23-05-2026
TENDER NOTIFICATION NO. 01/2026 (E-PROCUREMENT PLATFORM)

Tenders/bids are invited through e-portal for the Selection of Agency for grant of
Advertisement Rights on Ordinary, Express and City buses ( tofal 1500 buses) of KKRTG
for the appropriate Qualified Bidders for a period of Five(5) years.
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CARMEL NAGAR BRANCH,
AL E PG L
Duotation Notice

Cenitral BHank of India

1) ELF (E . License Fea) is Rs. 2044/~ per Bus per Morith Excludi o1 invites sealed bids from 9644, 9704, ALANGULAM, 01024107007T6014, 6640, 7273, 0102410730020208, 6224, 6968, 6969, 7104, AMBASAMUDRAM, 0103330700830714, 0726, 0760,
a# 5%:rfueiufr$n§nmd iy :_!r;f {%n?furafctwq.tr'}maﬁgrﬁnr? mear ;?.r:Eltht|?;:r1sse L'é”é??ﬁﬁ reputed and experienced 0787, 0811, 0829, 0899, 0919, 0924, 2285, 0103330730030084, 3434, 3873, 4685, KEELAPAVOOR, D126790700048686, 8013, 0923, THENKASI,
¥ ! ' } y contractors for the Intenor 045307007 58360, BTOS, 2031, 9150, 0104530730012474, 8528, 9758, SB0E, 9004, THOOTHKLD, SATHANKLLAM, 0133240T00057972, 2056, 2111, 3749,

previous year, 3) The Earnest Money Depaosit amount fixed is Rs. 20,00,000/- (Twenly lakhs
Rupees), 4) Calendar of events: Description, Events, Date & Time : Last date &Time
for Submission of Bids: 12.06.2026, 17:00 hrs, Date &Time of Opening of Technical Bid:
15.06.2026 11:00 hrs, Date & time of Opening of Financial Bid: 19.06.2026 11:00 hrs

8) The Financial Bids of the Bidders, who have gualified in Technical Bid will only be opened.
B) The Terms & Conditions, Eligibility Criteria and other Technical details can be downloaded
from the e-portal website: www.eproc.karnataka.gov.in from, 7) KKRTC reserves the
right 1o accepl or reject tenders without assigning any reason thereof. 8) For more details
cantact: Dy Chiet Traffic Manager-7760909013, Divisional Traftic Officer-7760992024,

-mail |d: il : :
E-mail |d: ctmnekrtcglb@gmail.com Sd/- Chief Traffic Manager
KKRTC Central Offices, Kalaburagi

Furnishing, Electrical
Works, and Data Cabling for
its Carmel Nagar Branch,
Nagercoil located at Carmel
Shopping Complex,
Rajakkamangalam Road,
Carmel Nagar, Nagercoil,
Eanyakumari 629004,

Last date for submission
of quotation: 01.06.2026

Sr.Manager, Madurai.

3964, 0133240730012101, 2147, 3755, 4257, TIRUNELVELI, KADAYAM THIRUNELVELI, 0130750700043715, KADAYANELLUR, 0124390700030423, 0639,
KALAKAD TIRUMELVELI, D0128650700049717, MELAGARAM THIRUMELVELI, 0121630730018046, 68961, PALAYAMKOTTAI 0136220T00011673, 1788,
SRIPURAM TIRUNELVEL|, 0120380700041816, 2480, 2553, 2779, 2762, 2797, 3060, 3045, THIRUNELVELI, 0103200700788568, 4836, 0103200730033737,
TUTICORIM, CHIDAMBARAM NAGAR TUTICORN, 0117830700067941, D1178307230020449, 9536, 0058, KAMARAJ SALAI THIRUCHENDUR,
1M18480700067617, 7623, 7919, B366, 9763, 2105, 3371, 3850, 3524, 4136, 4272, 5233, KAYATHAR TUTICORN, 0115020700047802, 8201, 8227, 2463, 2947,
3831, 3864, 5003, 5004, 5065, 5200, 5244, 5279, 0115020730028245, 8552, 8553, 3041, KOVILPATTI, 010262070006:5302, 6540, 3366, (M02620730039744, 0483,
NAZERATH, 0102940700763456, 3694, 3912, VILLATTIKULARS, D1028T0700747344, 7744,

Fersons wishing to parfics in the above auction shall mm||:|cI|5r with the following:- Interested Bidders showd submit Bs. 10,000 as EMD {refundable o unsuccessiul
bidders) by way of MNEFT/RTGS on the same day of suction. Bidders showld carmy valid |0 card/PAN card. For more details please contact 8072607147,

Authorised Officer
Far Manappuram Finance Lid

MPR/Kataburagi 62KSMUSAZ026-27

epaper.newtndtan“s.mm .




