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REJECTING the allegations of  
horse-trading, Minister for En-
ergy Resources and Law R Nir-
malkumar said the AIADMK 
MLAs resigned their member-
ship since they lost hope in the 
leadership of  their party and 
then came to us. “There is no 
need for TVK to engage in 
horse-trading. Even now, if  
elections are held, TVK will 
win in more than 200 constitu-
encies,” he said. 
  Earlier in the day, five AIAD-
MK rival group MLAs who sup-
ported the TVK government 
— SM Sukumar (Arcot constit-
uency), NS Natarajan (Kan-
geyam), P Haribhaskar (Kan-
geyam), K Mohan (Panruti) 

and D Jaishankar (Sankara-
nkoil) — submitted letters to 
the Speaker, apologising to the 
AIADMK general secretary for 
backing the TVK government. 
Sources said that what Tamil 
Nadu is witnessing is not mere-
ly turmoil inside AIAD-
MK or an expansion bid 
by TVK, but a high-
stakes battle over po-
litical relevance.
  DMK president MK 
Stalin accused the CM 
of  resorting to horse-trad-
ing to remain in power. He al-
leged that TVK had sought sup-
p o r t  f ro m  D M K  a l l i e s , 
bargained with a section of  AI-
ADMK MLAs during the floor 
test and facilitated their resig-
nation and induction into his 

party.   Stalin also accused the 
Congress of  hypocrisy, saying 
it had once opposed TVK seek-
ing NDA support but is now 
part of  the cabinet. 
  Congress MP Manickam 
Tagore accused the DMK of  

working with the BJP to 
subvert the people’s 
mandate. He also de-
fended the resignation 
of  MLAs and their de-
cision to join TVK. 

  While AMMK general 
secretary TTV Dhinaka-

ran recalled the earlier in-
stance of  alleged horse-trading 
of  his party MLA S Kamaraj by 
the TVK, VCK treasurer SS 
Balaji said the move is actually 
a threat to the TVK president 
Vijay’s claim that they would 

indulge only in “genuine and 
honest politics”.
  A few hours later, the three 
MLAs formally joined TVK at 
its Panaiyur headquarters. 
  Later, Maragatham Kumar-
avel, one of  the three AIADMK 
MLAs, said, “After the Assem-
bly election, the AIADMK 
MLAs proposed two stands: 
forming the government with 
the support of  the DMK or sup-
porting the TVK government. 
Most of  the MLAs did not like 
the first proposal, and 30 MLAs 
supported backing the TVK 
government. But a malicious 
propaganda was unleashed 
against us. We joined the TVK 
keeping in mind the welfare of  
t h e  p e o p l e  o f  o u r 
constituencies.” 
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Massive illegal mining of gravel found 
in three water tanks in Kayathar taluk
E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E 
@ Thoothukudi

EVEN as Natural Resources 
Minister TK Prabhu conducted 
surprise visits to various dis-
tricts, Revenue and Geology 
and Mining officials on Mon-
day unearthed massive illegal 
mining of  gravels from three 
tanks in Kayathar taluk in 
Thoothukudi.

The crime came to light as of-
ficials conducted field inspec-
tion at three tanks -  Velangudi 
kanmoi in Akilandapuram vil-
lage,  Kothandaramaperi tank 
in Kayathar village and Il-
athanikulam Kanmoi in 
Vadakku Ilanthaikulam - fol-
lowing a tip-off. The three tanks 
are under the control of  the 
revenue department. 

The inspection revealed that 
over 1,000 loads of  gravel had 
been illegally quarried from 
the surface of  the tanks. 

A senior officer said the min-
ers had informed the officials 
that they obtained necessary 

permits from the Kayathar 
tasildar as per G.O. 50 for the 
removal of  silt and clay; how-
ever, the field inspection re-
vealed that they did not obtain 
any such permit. Police com-
plaints against the smugglers 
have been lodged, the official 
said. The Village Administra-
tive Officers (VAO) of  Akilan-
dapurame, Kayathar and 
Vadakku Ilanthaikulam villag-
es have lodged complaints with 
the Kayathar police demanding 

to find the culprits.  Activists 
said that the smugglers exca-
vated the tanks after colluding 
with the local political party 
leaders. The tank bed has been 
badly damaged, they charged.

Geology and mining depart-
ment officials have been deput-
ed to quantify the quantum of  
gravel removed without per-
mission from the three tanks. A 
hefty fine amount will be 
charged as per the guidelines, 
the officer said.

Proposal rejected, man hurls petrol bombs at girl’s house
E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E 
@ Coimbatore

POLICE have launched a search 
for a man and his three aides 
who allegedly hurled a petrol 
bomb on the house of  a woman 
for rejecting his romantic 
overtures. 

Police said the woman had al-
legedly become acquainted 
with Karthik while studying at 
a private college in Coimbat-
ore. However, when she later 

learned that he was involved in 
multiple criminal cases, she 
ended all contact with him. 
They added that Karthik 
allegedly continued to 
harass the woman over 
phone and even in per-
son. The situation es-
calated on Sunday 
evening when Karthik 
and three others arrived 
at the woman’s residence on 
two motorcycles.

The accused allegedly abused 

her father, who was standing 
outside the house, and issued 
death threats before hurling 

petrol-filled liquor bottles 
into the residence. One 
of  the bottles exploded 
near the portico, set-
ting fire to a shoe rack 
and other household 

items. The front wheel 
of  a two-wheeler also 

caught fire in the incident. 
Fortunately, no injuries were 
reported.

CCTV footage from the local-
ity showed the suspects pur-
chasing fuel and later throwing 
Molotov cocktails at the house. 
Based on a complaint filed by 
the victim’s father, Thondam-
uthur police have registered a 
case against four persons. A 
special police team has been 
formed to trace and arrest the 
accused, who is said to have 
more than 31 criminal cases 
pending against him across the 
state.

High command to end power 
tussle, summons Siddu & DKS
D E V A R A J  B  H I R E H A L L I  @Bengaluru

THE Congress high command 
will most likely put an end to 
the power tussle between Kar-
nataka Chief  Minister Siddara-
maiah and Deputy Chief  Min-
ister DK Shivakumar, as both 
leaders have been summoned 
to Delhi for a high-voltage meet-
ing scheduled to be held at 
AICC president Mallikarjun 
Kharge’s residence at 11 am on 
Tuesday.

Depending on the situation, 
Leader of  Opposition in the 
Lok Sabha Rahul Gandhi could 
take part in the meeting, which 
will be attended by AICC Gen-
eral Secretary (Organisation) 
KC Venugopal too.

“I cannot comment on this. 
Rahulji will speak,” was 
Kharge’s cryptic reply while 
talking to a news agency in Del-
hi on Monday.

Rahul’s message for the meet-
ing was conveyed by Venugopal, 
first to Siddaramaiah on Sun-
day and Shivakumar on Mon-
day, indicating that a decision 
on either a change in leader-
ship or cabinet reshuffle would 
be taken in the presence of  both 
leaders. The much-anticipated 
meeting will be decisive if  Ra-
hul too takes part in it.

The power tussle between the 
two leaders has been lingering 
since November 2025, and Shi-
vakumar has been insisting 
that the high command should 
take a decision based on the 
agreement, which was struck 
between him and Siddaramai-
ah in 2023 when the party won 
the Assembly election, to share 
power for two-and-a-half  years 
each.

Tuesday’s meeting is a clear 
indication that Shivakumar 
has got an opportunity to make 
his strongest-ever bid to stake 
claim to the chief  minister’s 
seat. As Siddaramaiah boarded 
a special flight to Delhi on Mon-
day evening along with minis-

ters showing allegiance to him, 
Shivakumar boarded an Air In-
dia flight separately along with 
his personal secretary, giving 
enough hints that this could be 
the conclusion of  the long-
drawn power game. Shivaku-
mar had already sent his young-
e r  b ro t h e r  a n d  fo r m e r 
Bengaluru Rural MP DK Suresh 
to Delhi on a separate flight. 
Suresh is likely to meet certain 
high command leaders, prepar-
ing the ground for Shivakumar 
to put up a strong fight, sources 
said. At the meeting, if  Shiva-
kumar insists on the CM post, 
Siddaramaiah could claim that 
he is supported by a majority 
of  legislators who  want him to 
continue as CM. He may also 
argue that he would want to 
continue in the post, keeping 
the party’s future in mind as 
the party won five bypolls un-
der his leadership.

During the swearing-in of  
Kerala Chief  Minister V D 
Satheesan, Siddaramaiah had 
conveyed to Rahul that he has 
the support of  most party sen-
iors, including ministers.

On Tuesday’s meeting, a min-
ister told TNIE, “There is noth-
ing special. Siddaramaiah has 
taken along all his supporters 
to show his strength.” 

Karnataka CM Siddaramaiah and Deputy 
CM DK Shivakumar| FILE PIC

E X P R E S S  R E A D
Vijay grants nod to theatres to hold 
five shows in first week of film release
Chennai: Tamil Nadu Chief Minister C Joseph Vijay has 
granted permission to theatres for holding five shows 
a day for newly released Tamil films. This directive 
comes after the CM met with the representatives of 
the Tamil film industry on May 16. Under the existing 
The Tamil Cinema (Regulation) Rules, 1957, a film 
could have four scheduled shows, with an extra 
‘special’ show scheduled on festive holidays and 
government holidays. The permission for scheduling 
shows was previously granted by the District Collector 
or a Police Inspector for districts outside Chennai. For 
Chennai, the permission was granted by the 
Commissioner of Police. With the new directive, a 
newly released Tamil film can have five scheduled 
shows a day, for seven days beginning with the day of 
its release. Also, five shows can be held on weekends, 
festive holidays and government holidays.  ENS

Officials measuring an illegal mined area of the Ilathanikulam Kanmoi in Vadakku 
Ilanthailulam near Kayathar on Monday |  EXPRESS

Sexual assault: 3 
held in T’kudi
E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E 
@ Thoothukudi

THOOTHUKUDI all-woman po-
lice on Monday arrested three 
persons who allegedly sexually 
assaulted a 25-year-old woman 
near the Thoothukudi fishing 
harbour.

In her complaint, the woman 
stated that she was waiting at 
Sumangali bus stop when one 
of  the suspects offered to take 
her on his bike. She accepted 
his offer and went with him. 
But he took her to an isolated 
place near the harbour and sex-
ually assaulted her. Two of  his 
friends, also raped her, she 
added.

Based on the complaint, 
Thoothukudi AWPS registered 
a case under the BNS. After in-
quiry, a special team led by 
Thoothukudi town DSP Sunil 
arrested A Mohith (25), J 
Ritheesh (19) and J Thiloth Ber-
lin (21).  

Police said the gang snatched 
her  `2,500, a mobile phone and 
two silver rings after the sexual 
assault. 

Kanniyakumari Superintendent of 
Police R Stalin on Monday felicitated 
172 students who cleared Class 10 and 
XII board examinations

STUDENTS  
FELICITATED
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TVK will win over 200 seats if polls held now: Min

Free entry to 
all tourist spots 
in Kodaikanal 
till May 31
E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E 
@ Dindigul

THE Dindigul district adminis-
tration has issued free entry to 
all tourist spots in Kodaikanal 
as the hill town witnesses a 
spurt in the number of  visitors 
amid the summer holiday 
break. The free entry is allowed 
up to May 31.  

Collector S Saravanan issued 
the order in this regard after 
heavy traffic congestion was 
noticed on key roads in Ko-
daikanal town.

Under the directive of  the 
Chief  Minister and in response 
to the increasing tourist influx, 
entry to all Forest Department-
governed sites in Kodaikanal 
will be free of  charge from May 
25 to May 31, 2026. This initia-
tive aims to enhance accessibil-
ity and to offer a smooth and 
enjoyable sightseeing experi-
ence for visitors, stated a press 
release.

 The 63rd Flower Show and 
Summer Festival is underway 
at Bryant Park. The event is 
jointly organised by the Depart-
ment of  Horticulture and Plan-
tation Crops, along with the 
Department of  Tourism. There 
has been a significant rise in 
the number of  tourists to the 
region in view of  the festival 
and summer holidays.

Minister earned a living 
at an automobile firm
C O N T I N U E D  F R O M  P A G E  1

“We never thought one among 
us would one day take oath as a 
minister. After I relocated to 
this house, I don’t have to think 
about the monthly rent, and the 
issues associated with it, as ac-
commodation is free of  charge,” 
Srinivasan added.
   The minister’s father said it 
has been very difficult to make 
ends meet with his meagre sal-
ary. He said his initial salary 
was ̀ 300, and it was later raised 
to `1,000, and then to `3,000.
  “For the past few years, I have 
been receiving `5,000. My wife 
travels to Mylapore every day 

for her cooking job to meet the 
family’s needs. With our earn-
ings, we could only manage to 
make Ramesh complete his 
Bachelor of  Emgineering de-
gree, while the other sons stud-
ied only up to a diploma,” he 
added.
   The minister’s elder brother 
S Sudharshan works as a ma-
chine operator at a private 
company, and younger brother 
S Aravind also works at a pri-
vate firm. 
  After completing his educa-
tion, Ramesh worked at an au-
tomobile company while asso-
ciating himself  with the Vijay 
Makkal Iyakkam. 

GETTING INFORMATION 
OFF THE INTERNET  
IS LIKE TAKING A  
DRINK FROM A FIRE
HYDRANT ❯ MITCHELL KAPOR

CHANGE OF NAME
I, GOMATHI NAYAGAM  
PILLAI MANONMANI born 
on 25.05.1971 (Native District: 
Kanyakumari) residing at 1/132, 
North Street, Melur, Esanthi-
mangalam, Esanthimangalam 
Post, Kanyakumari District,  
Tamilnadu - 629852, Shall 
henceforth be known as APPA 
MOORTHY MANONMANI.

GOMATHI NAYAGAM PILLAI MANONMANI
Nagercoil, Date: 25.05.2026

PARADIP PORT AUTHORITY
      MARINE DEPARTMENT

No.MD/SHS/TECH-123/2026/632 
Dated, the 21st May, 2026

e-TENDER CALL NOTICE (e-TCN)

Name of the Work: “Providing Assistance for 
Monitoring Maintenance Dredging Operation 
and Assisting Hydrographic Survey and 
other Miscellaneous works of Hydrographic 
Survey Division, Marine Department, PPA 
for a period of 03(three) years”. Estimated 
cost : Rs.1,21,73,911/- Plus GST. Last date & 
time of submission of tender through on-line 
bidding is 17:00 Hours on Dt.11.06.2026. 
For details, please log on to the Website:  
https://eprocure.gov.in/eprocure/app.

Sd/- Deputy Conservator,
Paradip Port Authority

PPA/PR/10/2026-2027                   dtd. 25.05.2026


