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WASHINGTON 

ISRAEL and Lebanon on Thurs-
day extended a shaky ceasefire 
by three weeks, President Don-
ald Trump announced Thurs-
day, as he voiced hope for a his-
toric three-way meeting soon 
and a potential peace deal.

Trump, at a standstill in ne-
gotiations with Iran, spoke in 
glowing terms of  peace pros-
pects for Lebanon, even as Hez-
bollah fired new rockets follow-
ing deadly Israeli strikes.

“I think there’s a very good 
chance of  having peace. I think 
it should be an easy one,” 
Trump told reporters as he met 
in the White House with am-
bassadors of  the two countries, 
which have no diplomatic 
relations.

Trump announced that a 
ceasefire would be extended by 
three weeks. An initial truce 
was announced after the first 
meeting between the ambassa-
dors on April 14 and was due to 

expire on Sunday.
He said that he expected Is-

raeli Prime Minister Benjamin 
Netanyahu and Lebanese Pres-
ident Joseph Aoun to meet 
jointly with him at the White 
House during the ceasefire.

The two leaders “over the 
next couple of  weeks will be 
coming here,” Trump said.

Aoun earlier denied an ac-
count by Trump that he would 
speak by telephone with 
Netanyahu.

Lebanese officials said before 
the meeting that they were 
seeking a one-month ceasefire 
extension. Aoun said it should 
include “a halt to the destruc-
tion of  homes and attacks on 
civilians, places of  worship, 
journalists and the medical and 
educational sectors.”

Meanwhile, the Israeli mili-
tary said its forces killed six 
Hezbollah fighters in a south-
ern Lebanese town during a 
clash that included a firefight.

According to the military, 
troops identified six militants 
operating in the town of  Bint 
Jbeil, an area that saw heavy 
fighting before a ceasefire was 
declared last week.

“Following the identifica-
tion, an exchange of  fire began 
between the terrorists and the 
soldiers, during which the sol-
diers eliminated two terror-
ists,” the military said. 

Israel last month launched a 
major attack on Lebanon, kill-
ing over 2,450 people.  AFP

Israel and Lebanon extend 
truce by three weeks: Trump 
US prez hopeful about historic meeting between Netanyahu and Aoun at White House 

A view of the destruction in the southern Lebanese village of Khiam on Friday |  AFP

PM Netanyahu 
reveals he had 
prostate cancer
JERUSALEM

ISRAELI Prime Minister Benjamin 
Netanyahu said Friday that he has un-
dergone treatment for prostate cancer 
in his first public acknowledgment of  
the diagnosis.

He said that roughly a year and a 
half  ago he had prostate surgery. Then 
two and a half  months ago, his doc-
tors discovered and treated a small 
tumor at Jerusalem’s Hadassah Hos-
pital with radiation therapy. That was 
not  publicly  an-
nounced at the time.

“At my last check-
up, a tiny spot of  less 
than one centimetre 
in size was found in 
the prostate. Tests 
confirmed a very ear-
ly-stage malignant tumour with no 
evidence of  spread metastasis,” the 76-
year-old Israeli leader said. 

“I requested to delay its publication 
by two months so that it would not be 
released at the height of  the war” 
against Iran, the Israeli leader said, to 
prevent “more false propaganda 
against Israel.” He said he was healthy 
and called the tumor a “minor medical 
issue”. Netanyahu’s health was the 
subject of  speculation during the ear-
ly weeks of  the war.  Agencies

 LR:  Light Rain  HR:  Heavy Rain  LS:  Light Snow  
 TDS: Thundershower  LC:  Light Cloud  SNY:  Sunny

GLOBAL
WEATHER

Beijing 21 1 SNY
Colombo 28 24 SNY
Dhaka 31 19 SNY
Dubai 26 21 SNY
Houston 31 19 TDS
Istanbul 33 21 SNY
London 13 9 SNY

Los Angeles  20  12 SNY
Melbourne  26   15 LC
Moscow  4   2 SNY
New York  7 2 SNY
Singapore  28 25 TDS
Toronto 1  -5 SNY
Washington  3  -2 SNY
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E-TENDER CALL NOTICE
E-tenders are invited on behalf of 
Paradip Port Authority for the work 
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Paradip Port Authority

PPA/PR/08/2026-2027                   dtd. 22.04.2026

(Regd. Office: PSEB Head Office, The Mall, Patiala - 147001) 
Corporate Identity Number: U40109PB2010SGC033813  |  Website : www.pspcl.in

(Phone No. 01881-275289) E-mail: se-hq-ggsstp-ropar@pspcl.in
E-Tender Enquiry No. 7799/P-2/EMP-13304 Dated: 21.04.2026
Dy Chief Engineer / Headquarter (Purchase Cell-2), GGSSTP, Rupnagar invites 
E-Tender ID No. 2026_POWER_166629_1 for Procurement of Braided copper strip 
jumpers for generators unit 6 of GGSSTP, Rupnagar.
For detailed NIT & Tender Specification please refer to https://eproc.punjab.gov.in 
from 21.04.2026 onwards.

Note:- Corrigendum & addendum, if any will be published online at 
https://eproc.punjab.gov.in
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