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PM backs Satheesan’s Kerala pitch 
E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E 
@ T’Puram

IN his first meeting with the 
prime minister and the Union 
finance minister after assum-
ing office, Chief  Minister V D 
Satheesan on Tuesday sought 
the Centre’s support in imple-
menting the state’s key devel-
opment projects.  

Both Narendra Modi and 
Nirmala Sitharaman respond-
ed positively, Satheesan told re-
porters after the meetings in 
New Delhi.

Satheesan said he briefed 
Modi and Sitharaman on the 
state’s key challenges and pri-
orities. The state will next sub-
mit detailed proposals to 
the respective Union 
ministries. 

The government will 
also pursue all funds 
legitimately due from 
the Centre, he said.

On the issue of  open 
market borrowing, the chief  
minister said he informed the 
PM and the FM that Kerala’s 
ceiling stands at 3.5% of  GSDP 

of  which 0.5% is tied with pow-
er sector reforms. 

The liabilities arising from 
the borrowings by KIIFB and 

the Kerala Social Security 
Pension Limited further 
shrink the state’s al-
ready limited fiscal 
space.

Satheesan appealed 
for additional borrow-

ing space of  `5,880 crore 
to offset the borrowing under-
taken by the state for land ac-
quisition for National Highway 
development.

Sunil Kanugolu may 
join Revanth’s team
I R E D D Y  S R I N I V A S  R E D D Y 
@ Hyderabad

WITH the Congress government 
set to complete half  of  its five-
year term and groupism continu-
ing within the party, Chief  Min-
ister A Revanth Reddy has 
reportedly decided to appoint a 
key member to his core team to 
strengthen coordination among 
ministers, MLAs, MLCs, MPs 
and party leaders.

According to sources 
in ministerial circles 
and among MLAs, politi-
cal strategist Sunil 
Kanugolu is likely to be 
inducted into the chief  
minister’s core team. 
Sources said prepara-
tions are underway for 
his appointment as public 
affairs adviser to the chief  min-
ister or another key position to 
act as a bridge between minis-
ters and Congress leaders.

The sources further said that 
orders regarding his appoint-
ment may be issued in the first 
week of  June or after the Rajya 
Sabha elections for four vacant 
seats in Karnataka.

The post was earlier held by 
Vem Narender Reddy, who has 
since been elected to the Rajya 

Sabha. Following Narender Red-
dy’s election to the Rajya Sabha, 
the chief  minister is said to have 
chosen Kanugolu for the adviso-
ry role. At present, Kanugolu is 
serving as an adviser to Karna-
taka CM Siddaramaiah.

Congress leaders said that dur-
ing the 2023 Assembly elections, 
Kanugolu played a key role in 
bringing the party to power 
through behind-the-scenes politi-

cal strategies and social 
media outreach. He also 
worked as a political 
strategist in Karnataka.

Meanwhile, despite 
the Congress govern-
ment implementing most 
of  its flagship schemes, 
the party leadership re-
portedly feels that it has 

fallen behind in publicis-
ing them. Leaders are also of  the 
view that the party’s social me-
dia machinery is weaker than 
that of  the BRS and BJP.

Sources said several leaders 
informed the chief  minister 
about the issue and sought an 
immediate revamp of  the com-
munication and publicity sys-
tem. Following feedback from 
various quarters, Revanth is said 
to have decided to induct Kanugo-
lu into the core team.

T  M U R U G A N A N D H A M  @ Chennai

AMBASAMUDRAM MLA Es-
akki Subaya, considered a key 
AIADMK figure in the south, re-
signed as legislator and joined 
the ruling TVK on Tuesday, tak-
ing the number of  rebel MLAs 
who quit their posts and joined 
the ruling party in the last two 
days to four. Speaker JCD Prab-
hakar accepted his resignation.

The steady stream of  resigna-
tions has triggered horse-trad-
ing allegations from opposition 
parties DMK and AIADMK 
while deeply unsettling the rul-
ing alliance. Coalition partners 
Congress and VCK on Tuesday 
condemned the developments as 
“unhealthy politics”, and the 
Left parties, which support the 
Vijay government from the out-
side, have also expressed strong 
dissatisfaction. TVK leader and 
Revenue Minister KA Sengot-
taiyan, however, firmly dis-
missed the accusations.

Responding to the develop-
ments, CPI (M) State Secretary P 
Shanmugam said that though 
the MLAs had resigned and 

joined TVK of  their own voli-
tion, “We are unable to see it as 
a move without anticipating an-
ything in return.” VCK founder 
Thol Thirumavalavan said, “It 
is our desire that the TVK lead-
ership doesn’t give room to criti-
cism over the issue.”

Congress MP Jothimani also 
lashed out at “horse-trading” in 
the state and said the party can-
not adopt dif ferent 
standards for TN and 
other states. She said the 
steps taken by the TVK 
should be aimed at 
strengthening democra-
cy and not weakening it, 
and it will be the Con-
gress party’s moral re-
sponsibility to air any 
divergent  views in such 
situations.

With the latest resignation, 
the total number of  vacancies in 
the 17th Assembly has now risen 
to five, reducing the House 
strength to 229 and the simple 
majority mark to 115 from 118.

Of  the remaining 43 AIADMK 
MLAs, 28 are aligned with party 
general secretary Edappadi K 

Palaniswami, and 15 with the ri-
val faction led by CV Shanmu-
gam and S P Velumani. 

Legal experts say all 25 MLAs 
in the Shanmugam faction may 
face possible disqualification for 
backing the TVK government in 
confidence vote.

Ahead of  Subaya’s meeting 
with the speaker, AIADMK lead-
ers of  the EPS faction led by 

whip SS Krishna-
murthy submitted a 
representation oppos-
ing the acceptance of  
the three resignations 
on Monday, calling the 
move hasty and against 
Assembly rules, given 
that disqualification 
petitions against the 

same MLAs remained pending.
Former speaker M Appavu 

also weighed in, posting on X 
that while the petition seeking 
disqualification of  25 MLAs un-
der the anti-defection law re-
mained pending before the 
speaker, there was no need for 
the speaker to act with such 
haste on the resignation letters 
of  three of  those same MLAs.

Another AIADMK legislator 
quits post and joins TVK
Edappadi group objects to Assembly Speaker accepting resignations


