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MUMBAI: The opposition 
Congress and NCP (SP) 
on Monday demanded an 
unconditional farm loan 
waiver for farmers by 
scrapping eligibility con-
ditions, terming the simi-
lar scheme announced by 
the Mahayuti government 
as “misleading” for farm-
ers.

Speaking during the 
discussion on supple-
mentary demands in the 
state assembly, Congress 
Legislature Party (CLP) 
leader Vijay Wadetti-
war said the loan waiver 
announcement was “a 
deception”, claiming 
that stringent conditions 
would leave a majority of 
farmers outside its ambit.

He said, contrary to 
the government’s claim 
that 56 lakh farmers 
would benefit from the 
loan waiver scheme, only 
12 lakh agriculturists are 
likely to qualify because 
of conditions such as reg-
ular repayment of crop 
loans on four occasions.

Wadettiwar alleged 
that thousands of farmers 
without a Farmer ID have 
been excluded from the 

scheme.
“The government 

should scrap all condi-
tions and announce a 

blanket loan waiver for 
all farmers,” he said.

The Congress leader 
said the implementation 

of Budgetary promises on 
sustainable agriculture, 
farmer welfare, women, 
tribals, OBCs and 
employment generation 
remained poor, claiming 
that “only five per cent” 
of the funds allocated to 
the agriculture sector had 
been utilised.

Wadettiwar said many 
paddy farmers in the 
Vidarbha region were 
yet to receive payments 
for procurement made 
during the previous kha-
rif season, affecting their 
ability to finance cultiva-
tion for the current sea-
son.

Cong, NCP (SP) seek 
blanket farm loan waiver
Waiver scheme announced by the Mahayuti govt is “misleading” for farmers.

Drinking water woes to end soon
Press Trust Of India

Water from the 
Yamuna to reduce 
dependence on 
groundwater.

JAIPUR: The arid Shekha-
wati region, comprising 
Churu, Sikar and Jhun-
jhunu districts, is set to 
be the biggest beneficiary 
of the implementation 
of the long-pending 1994 
Upper Yamuna River 
Board (UYRB) agreement.

Water from the 
Yamuna is expected to 
reduce dependence on 
groundwater, which is 
the primary source of 
drinking water across 
much of the Shekhawati 

region.
A memorandum of 

understanding (MoU) 
signed between Rajas-
than and Haryana in 
Delhi on Monday paves 
the way for the supply 
of drinking water to the 
drought-prone districts 
of Churu, Jhunjhunu and 
Sikar in the initial phase, 
an official said.

Shekhawat is one of 
the most water-stressed 

regions in the desert state 
of Rajasthan.

Under the agreement, 
water will be transported 
from the Hathnikund Bar-
rage in Haryana.

“Water will be trans-
ported to a reservoir in 
Churu district from Hath-
inikund Barrage through 
a pipeline. From the 
reservoir, the water will 
be distributed to Churu, 
Sikar and Jhunjhunu,” a 
senior official of the state 
water resources depart-
ment told PTI.

He said that the MoU 
was a major milestone 
towards the project. The 
area has historically faced 
water shortages due to 
low rainfall and excessive 
groundwater extraction.

FASTFACTS

z Long-pending 1994 
UYRB agreement 
implemented.

z Water to be sourced 
from Hathnikund 
Barrage.

CLP leader Vijay Wadettiwar, NCP (SP) Jayant Patil.

‘Farmers who needed the most 
assistance were excluded’

Wondering whether 
it is a loan waiver or an 
eligibility test, Patil said 
farmers who needed the 
most assistance were 
being excluded.

He urged the govern-
ment to announce a uni-
versal loan waiver with-
out discrimination and 
withdraw all restrictive 
conditions.

Patil alleged that insur-
ance companies collected 
about Rs 56,800 crore in 

premiums from farmers 
and the Centre and state 
governments between 
2016 and 2025, while 
earning a net profit of Rs 
6,944.11 crore since 2022.

He sought details 
of claims rejected on 
technical grounds and 
demanded strict action 
against companies that 
allegedly denied compen-
sation to farmers.

HIGHLIGHT

z Call for unconditional 
universal loan waiver.

z Strict action against 
companies denting 
compensation to 
farmers.

Household 
needs
BENGALURU: Amazon 
Prime Day is back in India 
for its tenth edition, run-
ning from 12:00AM on 
July 4 to 11:59PM on July 6, 
bringing Prime members 
great deals, bigger savings, 
new launches, blockbuster 
entertainment and more. 
This year, Prime members 
can save big on everyday 
essentials from grocer-
ies and fresh fruits and 
vegetables, health, baby 
care and pet care while 
discovering new brands, 
limited-edition launches 
and smarter ways to shop. 
Prime Day makes it easy to 
combine routine restock-
ing with moments of dis-
covery across everything 
your household needs.

Woman pilot injured 
as aircraft crashes
Press Trust Of India

Training aircraft 
crashes near Kas-
ganj, hits power line.

KASGANJ: A woman pilot 
was injured on Monday 
after a two-seater trainee 
aircraft crashed into a 
field here, police said.

The aircraft, which 
had taken off from Ali-
garh airport on a training 
sortie, crashed near the 
police lines in the Kas-
ganj district headquar-
ters area, damaging a 
high-tension power line 
before hitting the ground, 
they said. Superinten-
dent of Police O P Singh 
said the aircraft was fly-
ing over the area when 
it suddenly began losing 
altitude and crashed into 
a nearby field. During 
the descent, it struck a 

high-tension electricity 
line, snapping the wire 
and causing extensive 
damage to the aircraft.

The injured trainee 
pilot, identified as 
Kainaat, daughter of 
Qadar Khan and a resi-
dent of Maharashtra, was 
rushed to the district hos-
pital by ambulance. Doc-
tors said her condition 
was stable and she was 
undergoing treatment. 
Police and senior admin-
istrative officials rushed 
to the spot along with 
rescue teams after receiv-
ing information about 
the crash. The accident 
site was cordoned off as 
a precautionary measure.

Officials from the elec-
tricity department and 
other concerned agen-
cies also reached the site 
to restore the damaged 
power line and ensure 
public safety.

Sustainable 
agriculture 
solutions
MUMBAI: INERA Crop Sci-
ence and CropNXT Solu-
tions have entered into a 
multi-year strategic part-
nership to expand farmer 
access to science-led bio-
logical agricultural solu-
tions across Uttar Pradesh, 
Bihar, Chhattisgarh, Jhark-
hand and Odisha. The 
partnership is projected to 
unlock a business potential 
of around Rs 500 crore and 
aims to reach more than 
65 lakh farmers through 
a network of over 5,000 
channel partners and retail 
outlets. The initiative is also 
expected to drive the adop-
tion of biological agri-in-
puts across approximately 
20 lakh acres of cultivated 
land. Chhattisgarh has been 
identified as one of the 
key focus markets under 
the partnership due to its 
strong agricultural base 
and extensive cultivation of 
crops such as paddy, maize 
and vegetables.


