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Accused remain free, 
High Court questions 

‘selective policing’
T G  N a i d u  @ Hyderabad

The Telangana High Court 
has raised serious concerns 
over what it described as “se-
lective policing,” questioning 
why the police had refrained 
from arresting the accused in 
an attempt-to-murder case reg-
istered at Narsingi in Novem-
ber 2025 despite claiming to 
have collected evidence against 
them.

Justice T Madhavi Devi made 
the observations while hearing 
a writ petition filed by 70-year-
old Bharatha Kumari Mamidi, 
who alleged inaction by the po-
lice against her daughter-in-
law, Deeksha, and another ac-
cused, Sandhya Bannuri. The 
petitioner claimed the two at-
tempted to kill her and her 
daughter by mixing a heavy 
dose of  the sedative Zolpidem 
into their food.

The court questioned the po-
lice’s decision to merely issue 
notices to the accused instead 
of  taking them into custody. 
“Why not adopt the same proce-
dure in every case? Do not ar-
rest anyone in attempt-to-mur-
der cases,” the judge remarked, 
expressing concern over what 
appeared to be inconsistent en-
forcement of  criminal law.

Government Pleader for 
Home Mahesh Raje informed 
the court that a chargesheet 
had already been filed and was 
awaiting cognizance by the 
trial court. He submitted that 
no arrest was made because 
Deeksha was pregnant. He fur-
ther argued that the prosecu-
tion case primarily rested on 
the recovery of  tablets and 
that custodial interrogation 
was unnecessary since no fur-
ther material remained to be 

seized.
The court, however, ques-

tioned why the same approach 
had not been extended to the 
second accused. Justice Mad-
havi Devi observed that while 
pregnancy could explain the 
decision not to arrest one ac-
cused, it did not justify similar 
treatment for the other.

Referring to the investiga-
tion records, the judge noted 
that the charge sheet itself  stat-
ed that Deeksha had allegedly 
procured the tablets in large 
quantities. The court ques-
tioned how the police could si-
multaneously claim there was 
insufficient evidence after at-
tributing a role to the accused 
in the investigation.

Expressing concern over un-
equal treatment by law enforce-
ment, the judge observed that 
many citizens are summoned 
and harassed even without 
strong cases, while others ap-
pear to receive preferential 
treatment. The court directed 
the government to file a de-
tailed counter explaining why 
the accused had not been ar-
rested and under what “special 
category” they were allegedly 
being treated.

No helmet? 
No entry
E x p r e s s  N e w s  Se  r v i c e 
@ Adilabad 

A helmet is no longer just a 
safety accessory in Battisavar-
gam. For anyone riding a two-
wheeler, it is now a require-
ment to enter the village. And 
that’s not the only change the 
residents have voted for.

At a recent Gram Sabha, vil-
lagers unanimously resolved 
that no two-wheeler rider would 
be allowed into Battisavargam 
without a helmet. They also de-
cided to impose a complete ban 
on alcohol. The resolutions, 
passed under the leadership of  
Sarpanch Metpalli Srinivas 
Reddy, were aimed at improving 
road safety and public welfare.

The helmet rule comes in 
support of  the district police’s 
‘Arrive Alive’ initiative, a cam-
paign to reduce road accidents. 
Instead of  relying solely on en-
forcement, the village has cho-
sen to make helmet use a com-
munity norm. The alcohol ban, 
meanwhile, reflects the villag-
ers’ decision to address another 
issue they believe affects every-
day life.

A copy of  the resolutions was 
handed over to the district Su-
perintendent of  Police, Akhil 
Mahajan, who appreciated the 
villagers for voluntarily adopt-
ing measures to improve public 
safety and welfare of  society.

Man learns how to kill from YouTube, held for murder
N a v een    K u m a r  T a l l a m 
@ Karimnagar 

After allegedly searching 
YouTube for videos on ‘how to 
commit murder’ and ‘making 
weapons’, Gangarapu Mahesh  
allegedly killed Paithari Mogili 
on the outskirts of  Madipalli 
village in Jammikunta mandal 
on June 27. Officials said his 
search history became part of  
the digital trail that helped them 

solve the case within 48 hours.
According to ACP V Mad-

havi, investigators said Ma-
hesh waited on the road 
to Ankushapur on the 
night of  June 27 and at-
tacked Mogili with an 
iron rod while he was 
returning home on a bi-
cycle. An iron rod, blood-
stained clothes, a cellphone 
and a motorcycle allegedly used 
in the crime were recovered 

during the investigation.
Police said the motive lay in 
a long-standing personal 

dispute. 
According to police, 

Mahesh blamed Mogili 
for a series of  conflicts 
involving a married 
woman whom he had 

supported after she filed 
an attempted rape complaint 

against Mogili. Even after be-
ing released from jail, Mogili 

allegedly continued to harass 
and insult Mahesh, leading the 
latter to plan the attack.

Officials also alleged that 
Mahesh attempted to destroy 
evidence after the murder. 
However, investigators said 
his online search history, along 
with other evidence collected 
during the probe, helped estab-
lish the sequence of  events 
and strengthen the case against 
him.

tied to Roots 
Maharashtrian women ritualistically t ie threads around a banyan tree on General  Baazar Main Road in Secunderabad during  

Vat Savitr i  pooja on Monday |  SRI LOGANATHAN VELMURUGAN

Zero Tolerance

E x p ress     R ea  d

Farmers seek action 
over failed soybean crop
Adilabad: Soybean farmers from 
Lakshmipur village alleged they 
suffered heavy losses after seeds 
failed to germinate and urged 
action against the supply of 
spurious seeds. District Collector 
Rajarshi Shah ordered a field 
inspection and assured strict legal 
action if substandard or spurious 
seeds were found.

15 students safe after 
schoolbus breakdown
Adilabad: Around 15 students 
escaped unhurt after the front 
tyre rod of a private school mini 
bus broke while it was on its way 
to Adilabad from Yapalguda on 
Monday.  Parents and student 
leaders alleged that officials 
inspect school buses only before 
the academic year begins and fail 
to conduct regular checks.

Interstate peddler held 
with MDMA worth `21L
Hyderabad: The EAGLE Force, 
Shadnagar police and the 
Narcotics Control Bureau arrested 
a 24-year-old interstate drug 
peddler in Bengaluru and seized 
241 gm of MDMA worth `24.1 lakh. 
Police said the arrest followed a 
money trail investigation that 
identified 10 peddlers and 
consumers linked to a Telangana 
drug network.

Man gets 20 years in jail for raping minor girl
E x p r e s s  N e w s  Se  r v i c e  @ Hyderabad

A court in LB Nagar on Mon-
day sentenced a 25-year-old 
man to 20 years of  rigorous im-
prisonment. He was convicted 
in a rape and POCSO case reg-
istered by the Pahadishareef  
Police in 2020.

The court found Saadangi 

Venkatesh, a labourer from De-
vender Nagar Colony in Ravir-
yal village, guilty under sec-
tions 366 and 376(2)(i)(n) of  the 
IPC, and Section 5(l) read with 
Section 6 of  the Protection of  
Children from Sexual Offences 
(POCSO) Act.

Along with the 20-year jail 
term, the court imposed a fine 

of  `20,000 and ordered `1 lakh 
to be paid as compensation to 
the victim.

According to the police, the 
case was registered on Febru-
ary 10, 2020, after the victim’s 
family lodged a complaint stat-
ing that their 17-year-old daugh-
ter had gone missing from her 
residence the previous night. 

The family suspected a neigh-
bour after extensive searches 
failed to trace her.

During the investigation, po-
lice located the victim and 
found that the accused had kid-
napped and repeatedly raped 
the minor. The court convicted 
the accused based on the evi-
dence presented.

SCCL hands `20.34 lakh aid to kin of deceased worker
Officials of the Singareni Collieries Company Limited (SCCL) on Monday handed over 
financial assistance cheques worth `20,34,208 to the wife of a worker who died while 
on duty at the RK-7 underground mine in the Srirampur Area of Mancherial district

CYBERABAD MUNICIPAL CORPORATION
E - PROCUREMENT NOTICE

NIT No.08/DB/EE-III/JDM/C55/QBZ/CMC/2026-2027          Date: 29.06.2026
Name of the work: Maintenance of BT / CC roads, High mast poles, AB cable & Re-
erection of damaged poles, stationery items, CC road (7 works). Estimate Amount: Rs. 
38.186 Lakhs, Start date / time: 30.06.2026 @ 03.00 PM. Last date & time for receipt 
of Bids: 03.07.2026 @ 03.00 PM. Tender inviting Authority details with Mobile No. 
Executive Engineer - Cell No. 9989930549, Head Draughts man - Cell No.8712034411. 
Further details can be seen at e-procurement @ www.tender.telangana.gov.in

Sd/- Executive Engineer-III, JDM C-55, CMC.
DIPR R.O. No.5138-PP/CL/Advt/2026-27, Dt: 29/06/2026
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