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6 killed
after terrorists attack paramilitary 
compound in Pakistan’s Karachi 
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LA GUAIRA

RESCUE crews raced on Sunday to pull survivors from 
the rubble of  Venezuela’s powerful twin earthquakes 
as the death toll rose to 1,450 and hopes dwindled more 
than three days after the disaster struck. United Na-
tions estimates said some 50,000 people were still miss-
ing, while collapsed buildings dotted cities in a country 
already enduring an economic crisis and political up-
heaval after US forces captured former president Nico-
las Maduro in January.

Millions of  people across the country were also feared 
to lack sanitation and other basic needs after one of  Lat-
in America’s most devastating earthquakes. In one of  
the worst-hit areas, the coastal city of  La Guaira, Hector 
Aguilera came to search for four family members buried 
in the rubble since the back-to-back quakes of  magni-
tude 7.2 and 7.5 struck on Wednesday.  Two other family 
members were rescued. “We don’t have the support to 
get our family out -- we can’t do it alone. They are buried 
there: we know they are dead, but here we are,” he said. 
“We have no hope left, all I have are memories.”

Experts say the first 72 hours after natural disas-
ters — which have now passed — are the key, narrow 
window for finding the living. 

After that the search becomes one of  recovering bod-
ies. In the Caracas neighbourhood of  Chacao, large elec-
tronic screens usually used for advertising displayed the 
faces of  missing people in a bid to help find them.

National Assembly President Jorge Rodriguez said 
1,450 people had died and 3,238 were injured. He also re-
ported 774 buildings had collapsed, including 189 that 
were completely destroyed, as authorities continued to 
assess the scale of  the disaster. Interim Venezuelan Pres-
ident Delcy Rodriguez said late Saturday rescuers had 
pulled 33 people from the ruins. International rescue 
teams with dogs scoured the rubble and US helicopters 
ferried in aid, but hope was running out for more peo-
ple to be pulled out alive. AFP

RIYADH

A helicopter crash in Saudi 
Arabia killed 14 Saudi citi-
zens on Sunday, the king-
dom’s official press agency 
reported, adding that the 
aircraft belonged to state oil 
giant Aramco.

The Saudi Press Agency, 
citing an official at the en-
ergy ministry, reported the 
helicopter crashed in 
Ras Tanura in the 
country’s east. “The 
accident claimed the 
lives of  all 14 pas-
sengers, all Saudi 
citizens,” the agency 
said, adding that an in-
vestigation was under way 
to determine the cause of  
the crash. Aramco says it op-
erates more than 60 aircraft, 
including helicopters serv-
ing more than 300 heliports 
in Saudi Arabia, making it 
one of  the largest corporate 
fleets in the region.

The deadly accident comes 
as oil-rich Gulf  nations seek 
to ramp up their output fol-
lowing Iranian attacks and 
the closure of  the Strait of  

Hormuz, a vital waterway 
for the export of  oil and gas. 
The Gulf  monarchy did not 
indicate the incident was 
in any way connected to a 
hostile attack.

During the West Asia war, 
Iranian attacks had targeted 
energy facilities in the Gulf. 
Ras Tanura is home to one 
of  the largest refineries in 
the West Asia, with a capac-

ity of  550,000 barrels 
per day, and is critical 
to Saudi Arabia’s en-
ergy sector. The re-
finery has been tar-
geted several times, 

notably during an Ira-
nian drone attack at the 

beginning of  the conflict, 
which caused a fire and 
forced a partial shutdown.

Riyadh said in April that 
the weeks-long attacks had 
disrupted several produc-
tion operations at key fa-
cilities, with refineries in 
Ras Tanura as well as Ju-
bail, Yanbu and Riyadh tar-
geted. Saudi Arabia, the 
world’s leading crude ex-
porter, produces a little 
over 10 million bpd. AFP

TEL AVIV

ISRAEL’s Cabinet unanimous-
ly approved a proposal on Sun-
day to designate violence 
against Armenians by the Otto-
man Empire during World War 
I as a genocide. The step, which 
still needs approval in Parlia-
ment, reflects deteriorating ties 
between Israel and Turkey. 
Meanwhile, Turkey on Sunday 
lashed out at Israel after it the 
massacres of  Armenians dur-
ing World War I as genocide, 
branding it as a “political” de-
cision to cover its own crimes.

“The Israeli government, 
which has systematically per-
secuted the Palestinian people 
before the eyes of  the entire 
world and is being tried at the 
International Court of  Justice 
on charges of committing geno-
cide against the people of  Gaza, 
is seeking to cover up its own 
crimes through the political de-
cision it has adopted regarding 
the events of  1915,” said a for-
eign ministry. Turkey has 
fiercely lobbied to prevent 
countries from officially recog-
nising the mass deaths of  Ar-
menians around 1915 as a geno-
cide, even as Armenians have 
pushed for it. Historians esti-
mate up to 1.5 million Armeni-
ans were killed by Ottoman 
Turks during World War I  AP

TOMBLAINE: A skydiving plane crashed Sunday in eastern 
France, killing all 11 people on board, local authorities said, in 
the country’s deadliest ever general aviation accident. The 
crash in the town of Tomblaine killed five instructors, five 
students and the pilot, said Yves Seguy, the prefect of the 
Meurthe-et-Moselle department. The students were a group 
of nurses, according to a source close to the case and 
confirmed by the head of Meurthe-et-Moselle’s nursing 
council, Thierry Pechey. “They were colleagues who had 
decided to go on a first skydiving jump, no doubt to unwind, 
as we’re going through a difficult time with the heatwave,” 
he said. Mayor of the nearby city of Nancy, Mathieu Klein, 
said the victims “died in full view of their loved ones, who 
were preparing to film the tandem skydives”.  
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Armenian 
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Skydiving plane with instructors and 
students crashes, kills 11 on board

WASHINGTON

IRAN’s top diplomat warned 
Sunday that any attempt by 
shipping to bypass its preferred 
route through the Strait of  
Hormuz would “increase ten-
sions” in the West Asia, as US 
and Iranian forces again traded 
attacks across the vital seaway. 
The exchanges underscored 
the fragility of  a Pakistan-bro-
kered agreement aimed at end-
ing the war launched by the 
United States and Israel in Feb-
ruary, which disrupted ship-
ping through the strait and rat-
tled global energy markets.

Although a ceasefire took ef-
fect in April, sporad-
ic violence has con-
tinued in the Gulf  
region, with ships 
passing through the 
Strait of  Hormuz of-
ten the spark. Early 
on Sunday, US Central Command 
(CENTCOM) said it had attacked 
10 Iranian military targets over 
“continued Iranian aggression 
against commercial shipping”. 
Iran then said it had carried out 
retaliatory strikes against US 
bases in Kuwait and Bahrain in 
response. Both Kuwait and Bah-
rain denounced the attacks.

Tehran has continued to insist 

on controlling passage through 
the vital strait, through which a 
fifth of  the world’s oil and lique-

fied natural gas travel 
in normal times, some-
thing it did not have be-
fore the war.

At the moment, Iran 
insists ships transiting 
the strait pass through 

a corridor close to its own 
shores, though this week doz-
ens of  vessels have travelled 
along the opposite side of  the 
waterway, hugging the Omani 
coast. “Any attempt to adopt 
new or separate arrangements 
compared to what is underway 
by the Islamic Republic of  Iran, 
will only lead to more compli-
cated situations and delays in 

the reopening of  the Strait of  
Hormuz, and will increase the 
tensions,” Iranian Foreign Min-
ister Abbas Araghchi said.

“I urge all parties... to adhere 
to the memorandum of  under-
standing and not to allow this 
MoU to deviate from its course.” 
Iran’s Revolutionary Guards 
said on Sunday they were tak-
ing measures to control traffic 
in the strait and that vessels in 
violation of  those measures 
would be dealt with more firm-
ly than before. Mohammad 
Mokhber, adviser to Iran’s su-
preme leader, wrote on X that 
as long as Iran managed the 
strait, Washington’s “hegem-
onic dreams in the region will 
not be realised”. AFP

BEIRUT

AS the White House has soured 
on Israel’s war with Hezbollah 
in Lebanon, US President Don-
ald Trump has shocked many in 
the region by pushing an alter-
native: Let Syria fight the Iran-
backed militant group instead.

He has suggested that the bat-
tle-hardened and Islamist-led 
insurgents who overthrew Syr-
ia’s autocratic President Bashar 
Assad a year and a half  ago and 
formed a new government 
would do a better job of  rooting 
out Hezbollah than the Israeli 
army. Syrian President Ahmad 
al-Sharaa has said he has no in-
terest in doing so, and has as-
serted that Trump’s comments 
were misconstrued. But Trump 
has doubled down on the idea.

The proposal has raised 
alarms in Lebanon and Israel, 
which distrusts Syria’s Islamist-
led government. AP

Tehran warns against Strait of Hormuz 
bypass as US, Iran trade fresh attacks
Fresh exchanges across the Gulf test a fragile ceasefire and threaten global energy supplies

Iranian Foreign Minister Abbas Araghchi, centre, arrives to meet his Iraqi counterpart 
Fouad Hussein at Baghdad in Iraq on Sunday |  AP

Trump’s plan 
for Syria to 
fight Hezbollah 
raises alarm

Israel strikes Lebanon 
despite peace deal
BEIRUT: Israel launched fresh 
strikes on Lebanon on Sunday, 
two days after both countries 
signed a US-backed framework 
agreement aimed at ending 
decades of conflict. Lebanon’s 
state media reported multiple 
strikes, while Israel said a 
soldier was killed in southern 
Lebanon and vowed to 
continue operations in its self-
declared security zone. 
Hezbollah rejected the deal as 
“null and void”, warning it 
would spark “internal conflict”.

Vehicles pass a burned “Lebanon first” billboard near Hezbollah’s Beirut stronghold following 
Lebanon’s framework agreement with Israel |  AFP

Rescuers carry a person who was pulled alive from the rubble of a 
collapsed building in La Guaira state, Venezuela |  AFP

AVIATION MISHAP

OFFICE OF THE CHIEF CONSTRUCTION ENGINEER 
RURAL WORKS CIRCLE, BERHAMPUR 

(At/Po- Ambapua, Near Income Tax office, Berhampur-760011, Ganjam, Odisha) 
(E-Mail:- serwbpr2004@yahoo.com, Tel No.:- 0680-2404287)

N O T I C E  
FOR PRADHAN MANTRI GRAM SADAK YOJANA (PMGSY)

NATIONAL COMPETITIVE BIDDING THROUGH “e”-Procurement
Bid iden�fica�on No. Online Tender/09-2026-27/PMGSY/BPR

25001/550/2627:   The Chief Construc�on Engineer, Rural Works Circle, Ber-
hampur on behalf of Odisha State Rural Road Agency invites the percentage 
rate bids in electronic tendering system for construc�on of Roads & Bridges 
under Pradhan Mantri Gram Sadak Yojana [PMGSY-IV (B-i)] in the districts of 
Kandhamal for 112 (One Hundred Twelve) number of packages with es�mated 
cost totalling to Rs 212.67 Cr (Approximate) including their maintenance for five 
years from the eligible contractors registered with State PWD / CPWD / MES / 
Railways. The registered bidder of outside Odisha, can also par�cipate in this 
process, but shall have to subsequently undergo registra�on with the appropri-
ate authority of the State Govt. preferably within a month of the deadline for bid 
submission, but prior to signing of the contract
Date of release of Invita�on for Bids through e-procurement. Dtd. 30.06.2026 
Last Date/ Time for receipt of bids through e-procurement: 14.07.2026 upto 
5.30 P.M

(i) EMD / Bid Security, Cost of Bid document is to be transferred through On-
line as per the procedure men�oned in the DTCN.

(ii) Non-submission of the informa�on/documents through online by the bid-
der as per men�oned DTCN will also liable for rejec�on of his tender.

For further details and corrigendum (if any) please log on to www.pmgsytenders.
gov.in.

Sd/- Chief Construc�on Engineer
OIPR- 25001/25071/1/26-27/0016 R.W. Circle, Berhampur


