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MSMEs urge state to establish  
welfare board, raw material bank
E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E 
@ Coimbatore

MICRO, Small and Medium 
Enterprises (MSMEs) in Coim-
batore have appealed to the 
state government to set up a 
dedicated Welfare Board for 
MSMEs to protect tiny and 
small industries.

Citing the precarious condi-
tion of  micro entrepreneurs, J 
James, president of  TACT, a 
MSME industrial association 
said, “Job orders are irregular 
and even when received, timely 
payments are not made. Entre-
preneurs who have taken bank 
and private loans to purchase 
machinery are struggling to 
survive,” he said. 

He said that both entrepre-
neurs and workers, along with 

their families, suffer heavily 
due to unexpected accidents 
and loss of  life. He urged the 
government to establish a Wel-
fare Board that includes MSME 
entrepreneurs and workers as 
members. 

“The board should provide 
accident compensation and fi-
nancial support to families in 
case of  death,” he said. 

Devakumar Nagarajan, pres-
ident of  Chinnavedampatti In-
dustrial Association suggested 

linking technical and manage-
ment colleges with MSME 
units to expand internship and 
skill development programmes. 
He also called for mandatory 
six-month MSME training for 
polytechnic students, simplifi-
cation of  GST procedures, and 
setting up an MSME facilita-
tion centre on the 5th and 6th 
floors of  the newly constructed 
Coimbatore Periyar Science 
and Technology Centre.

He stressed the need for im-
proved infrastructure includ-
ing roads, street lights, drain-
age, security and industrial 
facilities in industrial clusters 
such as Kovilpalayam, Chin-
navedampatti, Vellakinaru, 
Saravanampatti and Thudiya-
lur, which house over 20,000 
units.

Velumani convenes meeting sans AIADMK flag
COIMBATORE: Thondamuth-
ur MLA and recently appointed 
AIADMK deputy general secre-
tary SP Velumani convened a 
meeting with his supporters at 
Thondamuthur on Sunday 
without AIADMK party flags.

The meeting was convened in 
his constituency just two days 
after AIADMK General Secre-
tary Edappadi K Palaniswami 
appointed him as deputy gen-
eral secretary, replacing former 

minister SM Velusami and 
former deputy speaker Pollachi 
V Jayaraman as in-charges of  
five constituencies. 

Not only were AIADMK par-
ty flags absent, but the meeting 
also had no banners of  former 
CMs MG Ramachandran and J 
Jayalalithaa, as well as EPS.

“We would have been strong-
er had former CM O Panneer-
selvam, who is currently in the 
DMK, joined us during the As-

sembly elections. The problems 
started when talks were held 
for making an alliance with the 
DMK. In fact, MGR started the 
party only to oppose the DMK. 
How can I accept the AIADMK 
mingling with the DMK? We 
will not accept whoever goes to 
the DMK,” said Velumani. 
“Moreover, 30 AIADMK district 
secretaries have not accepted 
the plan to join forces with the 
DMK.”  ENS

FOOTBALL FRENZY
Children play an energetic game of beach football  on the muddy shores of Valiathura Beach as  

monsoon showers lash Thiruvananthapuram on Sunday |  ALBIN MATHEW

E X P R E S S  R E A D
3 arrested for possession  
of ganja, narcotic pills 
Coimbatore: In two separate 
incidents on Saturday, the city 
police arrested three youngsters 
for allegedly possessing ganja and 
narcotic pills. The suspects have 
been identified as B Prathap (21) 
and P Akash (22) of Madurai 
Veeran Kovil Street in Gandhi Park 
and P Kaiminmang Singson (22) 
— a Nagaland native staying on 
Kalki Street in Rathinapuri. 
Sources said Variety Hall police 
intercepted Prathap and Akash 
and found 1.2 kg of ganja. 
Meanwhile, Rathinapuri police, 
after receiving a tip-off, conducted 
a search in Sivanantha Colony. 
They arrested Singson and seized 
28 narcotic pills from him  ENS

Youth arrested for knife 
attack on Tasmac staff
Coimbatore: Kavundampalayam 
police on Saturday arrested a 
36-year-old man from 
Chamundeeswari Nagar for an 
alleged knife attack on an 
employee at a Tasmac outlet in 
Nallampalayam. Police said that a 
quarrel broke out on Saturday 
between the suspect, G Dhilipan, 
and the victim — N Prithiviraj (40), 
a native of Pudukottai — after the 
former allegedly demanded money 
from the employee to purchase 
liquor. When Prithviraj refused, the 
suspect allegedly stabbed him 
with a small knife.  ENS

Nehru Institute of Engineering and Technology organised a Drug 
Awareness Programme on Thursday in collaboration with Tamil Nadu 
Police to promote a drug-free society and create awareness among 
students. P Krishnakumar, CEO and Secretary of the Nehru Group of 
Institutions, Swaminathan, DIG, Coimbatore Range,  Pavankumar 
Reddy, SP and others were present |  EXPRESS

3 give fake `500 note to fish vendor, held
Thoothukudi: Three people were arrested for allegedly 
cheating a fish vendor by using a fake `500 note resembling 
children’s toy currency to get change in Kovilpatti on Sunday. 
Sources said the incident occurred at a fish shop run by 
Saddam Hussain on Palani Andavar temple street in 
Kovilpatti. Three men handed over a fake `500 note and 
asked for change. The shopkeeper returned the balance 
amount. After a while, upon examining the note, Hussain 
realised that it was a fake note meant for children’s play. He 
immediately spotted them near Kovilpatti GH. They were 
later handed over to Kovilpatti East Police.  ENS

Pallava-era sculptures discovered in V’puram
Villupuram: Ancient Pallava-era sculptures of Kotravai and 
Jyeshta Devi, believed to be around 1,200 years old, have 
been discovered in Perani and Moongilpattu villages near 
Villupuram during a recent field study by historian and writer 
K Senguttuvan. According to him, a stone sculpture over five 
feet of Kotravai, locally worshipped as Kali, was found at 
Perani. The eight-armed deity is depicted standing on a 
buffalo head. “The sculpture features a rare artistic element 
with a parrot resting on her raised right hand and a 
separately carved snake near her right leg, features not seen 
in over 100 Kotravai sculptures documented in the district,” 
he said. At Moongilpattu, a stone sculpture worshipped as 
Annapoorani in the renovated Ramanatheeswarar temple 
was identified as Jyeshta Devi. It depicts the goddess seated 
gracefully with rich ornaments, accompanied by her son 
Manthan and daughter Manthi, he said.  ENS

DKS warns of ban on gutka 
if it’s laced with narcotics
Our goal is to make Karnataka a drug-free state, says chief minister

E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E 
@Bengaluru

KARNATAKA Chief  Minister 
DK Shivakumar on Sunday 
said the state government will 
ban the sale of  pan masala, gut-
ka and similar chewing tobacco 
products if  they are found to 
contain narcotic substances.

At the 31st Foundation Day 
celebrations of  the Rajiv Gan-
dhi University of  Health Sci-
ences (RGUHS) and the Nasha 
Mukt Bharat Conclave at Kan-
teerava Stadium, he said creat-
ing a drug-free Karnataka is 
one of  his government’s fore-
most priorities.

Shivakumar said he has no-
ticed some people getting high 
by consuming pan masala, gut-
ka and other tobacco products. 
“I want to warn all manufactur-
ers. The government may lose 
some `100 crore. But if  it is 
found that even a small amount 
of  drugs is being added in your 
products, I will see that these 
products are banned in Karna-
taka. You (manufacturers) 
should be very cautious. Our 
goal is to make Karnataka a 
drug-free state,” he warned.

Vice-President CP Rad-
hakrishnan said strong will-
power is the only way to com-
pletely eradicate drug abuse. 
He said the vision of  a Nasha 
Mukt Bharat extends beyond 
eliminating drugs and seeks to 

ensure healthy families across 
the country.

Describing health as one of  a 
nation’s greatest assets, he said 
economic growth, innovation, 
productivity and social harmo-
ny depend on the well-being of  
citizens. Every young person 
lost to addiction represents not 
only a personal tragedy, but 
also a loss to society, as sub-
stance abuse destroys health, 
disrupts families and weakens 
the nation’s human capital, he 
added.

He said the fight against 
drugs should not be viewed 
merely as a law-and-order issue 

but as a social responsibility 
requiring the participation of  
families, educational institu-
tions, healthcare organisations, 
community groups and civil 
society.

Governor Thaawar Chand 
Gehlot appreciated RGUHS de-
cision to combine the anti-drug 
campaign with the promotion 
of  organ donation. He de-
scribed drug abuse as a serious 
threat to families, communities 
and the nation’s future, while 
calling organ donation one of  
the noblest acts of  human com-
passion. He also congratulated 
RGUHS, the Disha Bodh Foun-
dation and the Narcotics Con-
trol Bureau for organising the 
programme.

Delivering the endowment 
lecture, Andhra Pradesh Gov-
ernor and former Supreme 
Court judge Justice S Abdul 
Nazeer said a society cannot be 
considered just or prosperous 
if  a large section of  its people 
remains deprived of  healthcare 
services.

Over 25,000 students from 
RGUHS-affiliated colleges par-
ticipated in the programme 
and took a pledge to serve as 
ambassadors for a drug-free In-
dia. Vice-Chancellor Dr Bhaga-
van BC administered the 
pledge. Former vice-chancellor 
S Kantha and other retired 
vice-chancellors were felicitat-
ed during the event. 

ASSAULT ON ED OFFICIALS CASE

Pleader made respondent amid bail row
E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E  @T’Puram

IN an unprecedented move, the 
government has decided to list 
district pleader T Geena Ku-
mari as a respondent when it 
moves the Kerala High Court 
against the bail granted to an 
accused in the case related to 
the attack on Enforcement Di-
rectorate (ED) personnel dur-
ing last month’s raids on Lead-
er of  Opposition Pinarayi 
Vijayan’s residence in Thiru-
vananthapuram. Geena was on 
Sunday removed as district 
pleader and the charge given to 
additional district pleader A R 
Shaji. 

Hareesh Kumar, the ninth ac-

cused, was granted bail after 
Geena informed the district 
court that his custody was not 
required as the probe was past 
the crucial stage. This argu-
ment contradicted the police 
stand that Hareesh’s custody 
was indispensable.

After bail was granted, the 
police took a stern view of  the 
pleader’s conduct and informed 
the government that it cannot 
proceed with the investigation 
and court proceedings with the 
same pleader. Sources in the 
government said that making 
Geena, a former state vice-pres-
ident of  SFI who was appointed 
the district pleader by the pre-
vious LDF administration, as 

one of  the respondents in the 
appeal was unprecedented, yet 
unavoidable.

“The police clearly informed 
her about its objection to the 
bail plea. Still, she misrepre-
sented facts, which could be 
construed as an act of  fraud, 
and facilitated in the accused 
getting bail. Since she is made 
a respondent, she will be sum-
moned by the court to explain 
her rationale for doing so,” the 
source said.

“In a case where there are 300 
accused, of  which only 25 have 
been arrested and two have fled 
the country, how can a public 
prosecutor take a stand that 
custody is not required and bail 

be granted? Forensic analysis 
of  the mobile phones of  the ar-
rested persons is yet to be over 
and the investigation is still in 
the infant stage,” said the 
source.

Meanwhile, former district 
government pleader A Santosh 
Kumar has been appointed as 
special public prosecutor in the 
case. He will appear for the 
state when the bail pleas of  oth-
er accused are considered by 
the additional district and ses-
s i o n s  c o u r t .  Fo l l ow i n g 
Hareesh’s bail, several arrested 
persons had transferred their 
bail petitions from the magis-
trate court to the district 
court.

Chief Minister DK Shivakumar speaks at 
the 31st foundation day celebration of 
Rajiv Gandhi University of Health and 
Science at Sree Kanteerava Stadium in 
Bengaluru on Sunday| EXPRESS

Karnataka’s PWD Minister Satish Jarkiholi said 
on Sunday at an event in Kalamandira that the 
issue of enhanced quota for STs can be resolved 
only through intervention by centre or SC 

ENHANCED 
ST QUOTA  

Job orders are irregular and 
even when received, timely 
payments are not made. 
Entrepreneurs who have 
taken bank and private 
loans to purchase machinery 
are struggling to survive

J James, president, TACT

MONDAY  29�06�2026

DIPR/2157/TENDER/2026

OFFICE OF THE CHIEF CONSTRUCTION ENGINEER 
RURAL WORKS CIRCLE, BERHAMPUR 

(At/Po- Ambapua, Near Income Tax office, Berhampur-760011, Ganjam, Odisha) 
(E-Mail:- serwbpr2004@yahoo.com, Tel No.:- 0680-2404287)

N O T I C E  
FOR PRADHAN MANTRI GRAM SADAK YOJANA (PMGSY)

NATIONAL COMPETITIVE BIDDING THROUGH “e”-Procurement
Bid iden�fica�on No. Online Tender/09-2026-27/PMGSY/BPR

25001/550/2627:   The Chief Construc�on Engineer, Rural Works Circle, Ber-
hampur on behalf of Odisha State Rural Road Agency invites the percentage 
rate bids in electronic tendering system for construc�on of Roads & Bridges 
under Pradhan Mantri Gram Sadak Yojana [PMGSY-IV (B-i)] in the districts of 
Kandhamal for 112 (One Hundred Twelve) number of packages with es�mated 
cost totalling to Rs 212.67 Cr (Approximate) including their maintenance for five 
years from the eligible contractors registered with State PWD / CPWD / MES / 
Railways. The registered bidder of outside Odisha, can also par�cipate in this 
process, but shall have to subsequently undergo registra�on with the appropri-
ate authority of the State Govt. preferably within a month of the deadline for bid 
submission, but prior to signing of the contract
Date of release of Invita�on for Bids through e-procurement. Dtd. 30.06.2026 
Last Date/ Time for receipt of bids through e-procurement: 14.07.2026 upto 
5.30 P.M

(i) EMD / Bid Security, Cost of Bid document is to be transferred through On-
line as per the procedure men�oned in the DTCN.

(ii) Non-submission of the informa�on/documents through online by the bid-
der as per men�oned DTCN will also liable for rejec�on of his tender.

For further details and corrigendum (if any) please log on to www.pmgsytenders.
gov.in.

Sd/- Chief Construc�on Engineer
OIPR- 25001/25071/1/26-27/0016 R.W. Circle, Berhampur

GOVERNMENT OF TAMILNADU

DIRECTORATE OF MEDICAL EDUCATION AND RESEARCH
KILPAUK, CHENNAI – 10

DIPR / 568 / Tender / 2026 DIRECTOR OF MEDICAL EDUCATION AND RESEARCH

NOTIFICATION
Applications are invited for admission to Under Graduate – MBBS & BDS Courses for 

2026 – 2027 session (through Online mode only).
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www.tnmedicalselection.org

Date of Commencement of online application  29.06.2026, 12.00 Noon

Last date for submission of online application Will be intimated later


