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Massive stir against govt’s 
internal reservation policy 
Reservation is unscientific, resulting in injustice to Banjara community: Protesters

E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E  @ Bidar

A MASSIVE public awareness con-
vention and protest rally, led by 
former minister and Aurad (B) MLA 
Prabhu B Chavan, was held in Bidar 
on Monday against the Congress 
government’s internal reservation 
policy. Protesters alleged that the 
scientific basis for the distribution 
of  internal reservation had been ig-
nored, resulting in injustice to the 
Banjara community.

Before the rally, community lead-
ers offered special prayers at tem-
ples of  Bhavani Devi and Sant Shri 
Sevalal Maharaj near the District 
Banjara Bhavan. The procession 
then commenced from the temple 
premises and concluded at Jhira 
Function Hall.

Thousands of  Banjara communi-
ty members, including women and 

youth, participated in the march. 
They raised slogans against the 
Congress government, condemning 
what they described as discrimina-
tion against the Banjara community 
and demanding immediate correc-
tive action.

Addressing the gathering, MLA 
Prabhu B Chavan accused the state 
government of  betraying the Ban-
jara community by implementing 
the internal reservation system in 
an ‘unscientific’ manner. He alleged 
that the government had failed to 
consider the community’s popula-
tion, social, educational, and eco-
nomic status while allocating reser-
vation. Chavan stated that earlier, 
4.5 percent reservation was ear-
marked for the Banjara, Bhovi, Ko-
rama and Koracha communities. 
However, he claimed that inclusion 
of  59 additional castes in the same 

reservation category had diluted the 
benefits and deprived the original 
beneficiary communities of  their 
rightful share.

He announced that similar aware-
ness conventions had already been 
held successfully in Kalaburagi and 
that the movement would intensify 
across all districts of  Karnataka, in-
cluding Yadgir. Appreciating the 
participation of farmers and com-
munity members despite the ongo-
ing sowing season, he said the agita-
tion would continue on a much 
larger scale. “This is not a political 
movement but a fight for the future 
of  our children. They deserve fair 
opportunities to become IAS and IPS 
officers, doctors and engineers. We 
are not asking for charity but for our 
constitutional rights guaranteed by 
Dr B R Ambedkar,” Chavan said.

He warned that if  the government 
failed to review the internal reserva-
tion policy, the community would 
launch statewide protests, including 
demonstrations outside Deputy Com-
missioners’ offices, Social Welfare De-
partment offices and road blockades.

Former Kalaburagi MP Dr Umesh 
Jadhav alleged that the Congress 
had spread misinformation during 
elections by claiming that the Ban-
jara community would be removed 
from the Scheduled Caste list. He 
clarified that the community had re-
mained within the Scheduled Caste 
category since before Independence 
and accused the government of  de-
liberately discriminating against 
the community.  

Banjara Samaj members’ protest against SC internal reservation in Bidar on Monday

Ramalinga Chowdeshwari Pratisthana celebrates Vachana Sahitya Diwas
KALABURAGI: THE 62nd Smaranotsava of Vachana Pitamaha Dr. Fa. Gu. Halakatti was celebrated by Ramalinga 
Chowdeshwari Pratisthana as Vachana Sahitya Diwas at Kannada Bhavan on Monday. Poojya Lingarajappa Appa of Shri 
Sharanabasaveshwara Samsthana garlanded the portrait of Fa. Gu. Halakatti as a mark of the inauguration of 
Smaranotsava. Speaking on the occasion, he said that Vachanas of the Basavadi Sharanas are the leading light for a healthy 
society.   District unit Honorary Secretary of Kannada Sahitya Parishat Shivaraj Andagi, elders Channa Mallappa Yelasangi, 
lawyers Shivalingappa Ashtagi, Vinod Kumar and others were present. ENS
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