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Organ trafficking probe: 60 illegal transplants traced
J O S E  K  J O S E P H  @Kochi 

THE INVESTIGATION into 
Kerala’s fake document-based 
organ trafficking racket has en-
tered a crucial phase, with par-
allel probes by the Kerala Po-
lice and the Enforcement 
Directorate (ED) expanding the 
scope of  the case. Investigators 
have now traced 60 suspected 
illegal organ transplant trans-
actions, while financial trails, 
mobile phone records and hos-
pital links are being examined 
to identify the entire network 
behind the racket.

Senior police officers said 
the case initially revolved 
around 40 suspected illegal 

transplant deals. More victims 
came forward and another 20 
transactions were identified, 
taking the total to 60. Of  these, 
the Ernakulam Rural Police 
traced 41 transactions and the 
Kochi City Police 19. Officials 
said the figure is likely to in-
crease as statements from do-
nors and other victims contin-
ue to be recorded.

Sources said a coordinated 
investigation involving police 
teams from multiple districts is 
under way to establish the role 
of  brokers, hospitals and other 
facilitators. 

Investigators are analysing 
financial transactions, call de-
tail records and digital evi-
dence to reconstruct the net-
work that allegedly operated 

across Kerala and outside the 
state.

Police are also examining the 
role of  middlemen, in-
c l u d i n g 

Debin Joseph and others ar-
rested in the case, by tracking 
their financial dealings and 
mobile phone communications 

to identify addition-
al suspects and 
beneficiaries of  
the racket. Mean-
while, the ED has 
intensified its 
parallel probe 

into the money trail. 
Sources said the agen-

cy is scrutinising bank 
accounts linked to the al-

leged kingpin, K. Mohammed 
Najeeb of  Kasaragod, his asso-
ciates, organ donors and recipi-
ents and hospitals suspected to 
have facilitated the transplants. 

The agency is attempting to es-
tablish how the proceeds of  the 
alleged illegal transactions 
were collected, transferred and 
distributed.

The ED had recently con-
ducted searches at private hos-
pitals as part of  its investiga-
tion. Police, too, are planning 
inspections at hospitals where 
the surgeries allegedly took 
place. Documents had earlier 
been seized from a private hos-
pital during the initial phase of  
the probe.

The ED has found that organ 
recipients were allegedly 
charged between `20 lakh and 
`35 lakh, and in some cases 
even more. 

Keralite on 
judging panel 
of FIRST Tech 
Challenge
E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E  @Kochi

PATHANAMTHITTA native 
Benson Thomas George, a ro-
botics expert, has been selected 
to the judging panel of  the 
FIRST Tech Challenge (FTC) 
Michiana Premier Event 2026, 
an international competition 
organised in Indiana, US.

Founder of  Dubai-based 
Unique World Robotics, George 
is the only In-
dian citizen 
and Malayali 
to be part of
the high-level 
judging panel 
c o m p r i s i n g 
global technol-
ogy experts. 

The competi-
tion is organised by FIRST (For 
Inspiration and Recognition of  
Science and Technology), one 
of  the world’s largest organisa-
tions promoting STEM (Sci-
ence, Technology, Engineering 
and Mathematics).

INTO THE DISTANT SEA
Dark monsoon clouds gather over Valappu beach in Kochi as the southwest monsoon remains weak, while  

visitors enjoy the seashore on Friday |  T P SOORAJ

It was the LDF-led government’s policies that led to 
Keralam drowning in alcohol. Everyone knows that it 
was the LDF that increased the number of bars from 
29 to 884 - O J Janeesh, Sports and Youth Affairs Minister

Investigation involving police teams from multiple districts is under way to establish the role of brokers, hospitals and other facilitators

Job seekers to job givers: Guv calls for entrepreneurial mindset
E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E  @ Koc

CALLING for a fundamental 
shift in India’s approach to edu-
cation, enterprise and econom-
ic development, Kerala Gover-
nor Rajendra Arlekar has urged 
Malayalis to nurture a genera-
tion of  “job givers” rather than 
“job seekers”.

Speaking at an interaction 
hosted by the Indian Chamber 
of  Commerce and Industry 
(ICCI) on Friday, he said that 
India’s entrepreneurial spirit, 
which stretches back thou-

sands of  years, must once again 
become central to nation 
building.

“We were  industrious 
throughout our heritage, 
throughout our culture, 
throughout our history,” he 
said, noting that India’s share 
of  the global economy once 
stood at nearly 28-32% before 
colonial rule systematically 
weakened indigenous manu-
facturing and enterprise.

Critiquing a system that he 
said produces graduates condi-
tioned to seek employment,  

Arlekar stressed the need to 
create more entrepreneurs, in-

novators and public servants 
capable of  generating liveli-

hoods. “What we need today is 
youth who will be job givers 
and not job seekers,” he re-
marked, adding that entrepre-
n e u r s h i p  d e v e l o p m e n t  
cells should become an integral 
part of  universities and 
colleges. 

He emphasised that educa-
tion and industry must work 
together to create a workforce 
aligned with emerging needs, 
promoting “need-based job  
production” rather than  
producing graduates discon-
nected from market demands.

3 held in `1cr highway robbery case
E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E 
@Kochi

THREE men accused in 
the `1 crore highway rob-
bery reported under the 
limits of  the Anthikad Po-
lice Station in Thrissur 
were arrested on Friday 
after a chase by a joint 
team of  the Kalamassery 
and Anthikad police.

The accused are Vipin, 
37, Sibi, 34, and Shajahan, 
32, all natives of  Thrissur. 
They were intercepted on 
the Edappally stretch of  
the National Highway 
while allegedly attempt-
ing to flee in a car.

According to police, the 
robbery took place on 
June 19 when the accused 
allegedly chased and in-

tercepted a car carrying 
Mohammed Aslam, Ajith 
Ku m a r  a n d  A b d u l 
Majeed. 

They entered the vehi-
cle, sprayed pepper spray 
on the occupants, attacked 
them with deadly weap-
ons and fled with nearly 
`1 crore in cash, leaving 
the victims seriously in-
jured, the police said.

Muslim woman performs final rites 
of Hindu man in Kasaragod district
E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E 
@Kasaragod 

THE movies will not show 
this. 

In yet another shining exam-
ple of  Kerala's social harmony 
where humanity supersedes re-
ligion, a Muslim woman per-
formed the last rites of  a former 
RSS worker from Kasaragod 
who died of  cancer in Kozhikode 
on Friday.

Irfana Iqbal, the district pan-
chayat member from Manje-
hwar division and development 
standing committee chairper-
son, performed the final rites 
of  Narayanan Thottathodi, 64, 
who succumbed to cancer after 
a month-long treatment at 
Kozhikode Medical College 
Hospital (MCH) on Thursday. 
The cremation was carried out 

at his native Chigrupadavu vil-
lage in Meenja panchayat in 
Kasaragod's Manjeshwar block 
on Friday afternoon.

A month ago, residents had 
found Narayanan near a shop 
at Chigrupadavu, abandoned 
and battling the final stage of  
oral cancer. His complicated 

marital relationship had left 
him homeless while his elderly 
sister was not in a condition to 
take care of  him. 

A daily wage worker, Naray-
anan had been an active RSS 
worker until 20 years ago, the 
residents said, adding that he 
had married twice and had 
children from the first mar-
riage, but they wanted nothing 
to do with him. 

Taking pity, ward member 
Sherif  Chinala informed Irfana 
whose family runs the Sheikh 
Zayed Foundation which man-
ages the Sheikh Zayed Oldage 
Home. “They called us to admit 
him to the home as he did not 
have anyone. However, we 
found that his health was very 
critical due to oral cancer,” said 
Irfana, a leader of  Vanitha 
League, IUML's women wing. 

District panchayat member Irfana Iqbal 
performing the final rites of former RSS 
worker Narayanan

Governor Rajendra Arlekar speaking at an interaction hosted by the Indian Chamber 
of Commerce and Industry. Chamber president Rajkumar Gupta is also seen |  EXPRESS

Woman, toddler  
found dead under 
Piravom bridge
Kochi: A woman, believed to be 
around 40 years old, and a two-
year-old child were found dead 
under the Mulakulam bridge in 
Piravom on Friday.  Police said 
local residents spotted the bodies 
around 2 pm. A team from the 
Piravom police station reached 
the spot and recovered them. The 
identities of the deceased are yet 
to be established. The bodies 
have been shifted to Taluk 
Hospital in Piravom.

E X P R E S S  R E A D

investigation so far
Senior police officers said the case initially revolved around 40 

suspected illegal transplant deals. More victims came forward and 
another 20 transactions were identified, taking the total to 60. Of 
these, the Ernakulam Rural Police traced 41 transactions and the 

Kochi City Police 19. 

GOVERNMENT OF ODISHA 
OFFICE OF THE CHIEF CONSTRUCTION ENGINEER 

RURAL WORKS CIRCLE, SUNABEDA 
email- serwsbd2003@yahoo.com

No: 2905 Date: 23/06/2026
NATIONAL COMPETITIVE BIDDING THROUGH GePNIC e_Procurement No�ce

1 Name of the work : Construc�on of Road Works - 12 Nos. 
2 Class of contractor :  “B” Class, “A” Class & Special Class of (Odisha PWD) or  

relevant class of other licensing authority.
3 Es�mated Cost : Various from Rs.103.83 Lakhs to Rs.741.45 Lakhs  

(Approximately).  
4 Details projects as per : As per Annexure a�ached. 

Procurement Officer
Bid Iden�fi-
ca�on No.

Availability of Tender 
online for bidding

Last Date & 
Time of seek-

ing tender 
clarifica�on

Date & Time of opening 
of tender

From To
 Technical 

Bid
Financial 

Bids
1  2 3  4  5  6  7 

Chief Construc�on 
Engineer, Rural Works 

Circle, Sunabeda 

CCERWCSBD 
- Online - 

23/2026-27

 30.06.2026 
at 

11.00 A.M. 

20.07.2026 
up to 

5.00 P.M. 

18.07.2026 
up to 

2.00 P.M. 

21.07.2026 
at 

11.00 A.M.

To be 
in�mated 
separately 

5. The details of works can be seen from the web site h�ps://www.tendersodisha.gov.in  
6. Any Corrigendum/Addendum will be displayed in the above e-tender web site.

Sd/- Chief Construction Engineer,
Rural Works Circle, Sunabeda

25001/525/2627

OIPR-25001/25182/1/26-27/0046


