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IN yet another shining example of  Ker-
ala’s social harmony, a Muslim woman 
performed the last rites of  a former 
RSS worker from Kasaragod who died 
of  cancer in Kozhikode on Friday.

Irfana Iqbal, the district panchayat 
member from Manjehwar, performed 
the final rites of  Narayanan Thottatho-
di, 64, who died after a month-long 
treatment at Kozhikode Medical Col-
lege Hospital (MCH) on Thursday. The 
cremation was carried out at his native 
Chigrupadavu village in Kasaragod.

A month ago, Narayanan was found 
near a shop at Chigrupadavu. He had 
been an active RSS worker until 20 
years ago, the residents said, adding 
that he had married twice and had chil-
dren from the first marriage. His com-

plicated relationship had left him home-
less while his elderly sister could not 
take care of  him. 

Irfana, whose family manages the 
Sheikh Zayed Oldage Home, said she 
was contacted and urged to admit him 
to the home as he did not have anyone.   
Owing to his ill health, the volunteers 
admitted him to the hospital. 

“After his death, we informed his 
family, but they were not ready to col-
lect the body,” she said. The Manjeshwar 
police visited the family, who consented 
to Irfana carrying out his final rites. 

Taking the place of  his daughter, Irfa-
na lit his funeral pyre and performed 
the cremation as per Hindu custom on 
Friday. She was assisted by Seva Bhar-
athi volunteer Raghu. Social workers 
Riyas Pilathara and Mehmood Kaikam-
ba were also present. 

Muslim woman performs 
final rites of Hindu man

11-year-old Ishana’s colourful world:  
From wall scribbles to exhibition halls
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WHAT began as a toddler's crayon 
scribbles on the walls of  her house 
has blossomed into an impressive 
artistic journey. At just 11, Ishana S 
Pal, a Class VI student, opened her 
first solo exhibition, showcasing 66 
paintings in a variety of  mediums 
at the Kerala Lalithakala Akademi 
Art Gallery in Kanhangad on 
Friday. 

District Collector Arjun Pandian 
inaugurated the three-day exhibi-
tion, 'Varsham 2026', themed around 
the monsoon. The exhibition show-
cases Ishana's works from Class II 
onwards. 

A native of  Udma and a student 
of  Government High School, Th-
achangad, Ishana discovered her 
passion for art at an early age. Her 
father, Sisupalan K, recalls that her 
artistic journey began with crayon 
drawings on the walls of  their 
house. A prize for a drawing of  Ma-

hatma Gandhi while she was in 
LKG at Ambika School, Palakunnu, 
proved to be the turning point. 

"It encouraged her to take paint-
ing seriously," he says. 

Recognising her talent, Sisupalan 
and his wife, Ramya A V, enrolled 
Ishana in art classes conducted by 
artist Vinod Ambalathara, where 
she learned to work with different  

techniques and mediums. "I draw 
inspiration from books and my im-
agination. I enjoy working with wa-
tercolours, acrylics and pen art," 
says Ishana. 

Her talent has already earned 
recognition. She received the Ujjwa-
la Balya Award 2025 for Kasaragod 
district from the Women and Child 
Development Department and won 
the state prize in the Mazhavillu 
Balachithra Matsaram 2026. 

The exhibition brings together a 
diverse range of  subjects, including 
a collage depicting Kasaragod's dis-
trict bird, a painting of  a grief-
stricken father holding his dead 
child after a battle, Yakshagana per-
former and the environment.

Ishana S Pal alongside her paintings at the 
Kerala Lalithakala Akademi Art Gallery in 
Kanhangad on Friday | EXPRESS

I draw inspiration from books and 
my imagination. I enjoy working 
with watercolours, acrylics and 
pen art

                    Ishana S Pal, artist
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Teen dies by suicide; 
police cite dispute  
over mobile phone
Kasaragod: A day after a 17-year-
old girl died by suicide in Madhur 
panchayat, the police said a 
disagreement over the purchase 
of a mobile phone had preceded 
the incident. The deceased, 
Prithivika, is the daughter of 
Girish Acharya and Deepa. 
According to police sources, 
Prithivika had been asking her 
parents to buy her a mobile 
phone. Her father had reportedly 
told her that he would buy one 
within a couple of days, while her 
mother felt it was not an 
necessity. The difference of 
opinion led to friction. On 
Thursday morning, Prithivika was 
found hanging at her house. She 
was rushed to Kasaragod General 
Hospital, where doctors declared 
her brought dead. 

Ramesh Chennithala

Drug abuse is a social menace that destroys not only individuals but also families and communities. 
Vandana Das’ death is a tragedy that Kerala must never forget, and no other family should have to 
endure such a loss. Every citizen should actively support the state’s anti-drug campaign.


