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Dalit leaders raise 
concerns over hostel 
shortage, road safety 
MANGALURU: Dalit leaders have alleged that despite the 
commencement of schools and colleges, hostel facilities 
have not been arranged for students, leaving those from 
remote areas such as Sullia, Puttur, and Beltangady, as 
well as other districts, facing difficulties. The issue was 
raised during the monthly SC/ST meeting held on 
Saturday, chaired by DCP Law and Order Mithun H N. A 
Social Welfare Department official said that there is a 
shortage of hostels within the city limits and added that a 
proposal has been sent to the central office in Bengaluru 
seeking approval for two new hostels. When SP Anand 
asked about the possibility of arranging hostels in rented 
buildings, the official said the proposal would be 
examined. During the meeting, Girish Kumar noted that 
while flex hoardings have reduced in the city, they 
continue to be seen in the outskirts and rural areas. He 
also pointed out that cutouts placed in the middle of 
highways pose a safety risk and demanded their removal. 
Responding to this, DCP Ravishankar said complaints
should be filed with local bodies and assured that the 
department would also issue letters directing their 
removal. SP Anand also raised concerns about street 
vendors encroaching footpaths in areas such as Lady 
Goschen Road and Car Street, causing inconvenience to 
pedestrians, and demanded eviction. DCP K Ravi Shankar 
said a letter had been sent to the Mangaluru City 
Corporation regarding the issue. Jinnappa Bangera 
highlighted road safety concerns at Vamanjoor, stating 
that due to ongoing road widening work, pedestrians are 
finding it difficult to cross the road, leading to two to 
three accidents a week. He requested the deployment of 
police personnel in the area. He also alleged that late-
night cricket games and illegal activities were taking place 
near the Vamanjoor Junction ground, adding that a youth 
was recently assaulted over a bike light dispute involving 
individuals playing cricket. ENS

30 acres of forest land 
retrieved in Kudremukh

D I V Y A  C U T I N H O  @ Mangaluru

IN the past one year, the forest 
department has cleared 13 en-
croachments within the 
Kudremukh wildlife division 
and retrieved about 30 acres of  
land. These encroachments 
were identified at different 
points of  time since 2001, and 
the Assistant Conservator of  
Forests (ACF) ordered the re-
trieval of  the lands in 2015. Af-
ter some parties appealed 
against the order, the final or-
der for clearance was issued in 
2019.

More than 15 cases of  en-
croachment of  forest lands are 
still pending to be cleared in 
the Kudremukh wildlife 
division.

Deputy Conservator of  For-
ests (Kudremukh division) Si-
varam Babu M told TNIE that 
the encroachers had planted 
areca and coffee on most of  the 
land, and some of  them also 
built structures for staying 
there. “Mostly, they were all 
small households doing farm-
ing activities. In two other cas-
es, they were running home 
stays, and the matter is cur-

rently sub-judice,” he said.
Babu said the plantations 

have been removed after the 
eviction process, and in some 
places, planting of  native trees 
will be done if  necessary. “Gen-
erally, we do not take up any 

plantation activity inside the 
national park. To secure the 
boundary, we build Cattle Proof  
Trenches (CPTs) – an excavated 
ditch preventing fresh en-
croachments – and place notice 
boards that it is an evicted 
property now in the possession 
of  the forest department,” the 
DCF said. 

The forest department relies 
on satellite imagery of  land use 
pattern change to detect en-
croachments. The department’s 
personnel also monitor forest 
land using the e-Gastu app 
twice every month. “Our per-
sonnel, including beat foresters 
and forest guards, patrol the 
boundaries to check for any 
violation and wildlife protec-
tion,” the DCF added.

An illegal structure on encroached 
land demolished by foresters at the 
Kudremukh Wildlife Division |  EXPRESS


