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US & Iran halt mutual attacks 
but differ over talks in Doha
Trump claims Iran requested meeting; Iran’s foreign ministry denies its did so

TEHRAN

US President Donald Trump said 
Iran has requested a meeting that 
will be held in Qatar, despite Tehran 
earlier denying that any technical 
talks on the deal aimed at ending 
West Asia war were planned.

The announcement came after 
Iran held its first talks with Oman 
on managing the Strait of  Hormuz 
since the US-Iran deal was signed, 
and as Washington and Tehran 
agreed to halt their attacks, which 
had strained the agreement.

The exchanges of  fire have under-
scored the fragility of  the Pakistan-
brokered agreement to stop the war, 
which sowed havoc across the West 
Asia and snarled the flow of  oil and 
gas shipments through the vital 
Hormuz strait.

“Iran has requested a meeting. It 
will take place tomorrow in Doha!” 
Trump posted on Truth Social plat-
form on Monday, without specifying 
the participants. White House spokes-
woman Karoline Leavitt later told 
Fox News that US envoy Steve Witkoff  

and Trump’s adviser and son-in-law 
Jared Kushner “will be flying to Doha 
for high-level meetings this week”.

A diplomat with knowledge of  the 
talks confirmed to AFP 
that officials from the US 
and Iran were due to meet 
in the Qatari capital to dis-
cuss the deal signed earlier 
this month.

“Technical teams work-
ing on the implementation 
of  the MoU are scheduled to meet in 
Doha in the coming days,” the diplo-
mat said on condition of  anonymity. 

The diplomat added that “commu-
nications channels created to de-esca-
late any incidents are in place” after 
the strikes. Qatar has played a key 

role alongside Pakistan in 
mediating a conclusion to 
the conflict, with the most 
recent discussions between 
Tehran and Washington 
taking place on June 21 
with all four countries in 
attendance.

Iran’s foreign ministry also dis-
missed reports that Iranian and 
American technical teams would 
meet in the coming days to discuss 
implementation of  the agreement. 

“No technical meetings of  the 
working groups are planned for this 
week,” Deputy Foreign Minister Ka-
zem Gharibabadi said, referring to 
the Iranian week ending on Friday. 
Iran’s deputy foreign minister Ka-
zem Gharibabadi denied reports of  
technical talks this week, state TV 
reported. 

Nevertheless, a US official told 
AFP negotiations would continue 
despite the recent strikes. AFP

Hormuz traffic drops after 
fresh exchange of strikes

LONDON: Traffic through the Strait of 
Hormuz slowed over the weekend after 

a vessel was struck and renewed 
US-Iran exchanges strained their 
preliminary peace deal. Maritime 
tracker Kpler recorded 29 vessels 

crossing on Saturday and 12 on Sunday, 
down sharply from 70 on Wednesday. 

Some ships entering the Gulf were 
escorted by US Navy vessels.

Pak strikes, ground ops 
in Af kill 36, injure 160
ISLAMABAD

PAKISTANI forces’ ground operations and strikes killed 
at least 36 civilians in Afghanistan overnight and 
wounded more than 160 others, Afghan officials said 
Monday, as tensions between the neighbors escalated. 
One Afghan official said the attacks would be met with 
retaliation.

Pakistan said the operations were launched in re-
sponse to militant attacks across Pakistan. Security forc-
es carried out a ground operation along the border late 
Sunday, followed by strikes against militant hideouts and 
safe havens, killing 29 fighters, Pakistan’s Information 
Minister Attaullah Tarar said. Afghanistan condemned 
the strikes in Paktia, Paktika, and Kunar provinces as a 
“cowardly act of  aggression” and an “act of  brutality.” 
Hayatullah Mohajer Farahi, the deputy minister for pub-
lications at the Ministry of  Information and Culture, 
said Afghanistan would respond “in due time.”

Hamdullah Fitrat, the deputy spokesperson for Af-
ghanistan’s Taliban government, said Pakistani forces 
targeted a home in Paktia’s Chamkani district, killing 
an older man and a child. AP


