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Ansiba files 
complaint
E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E @Kochi

Amid the controversies brew-
ing in the Association of  Ma-
layalam Movie Artists (AMMA), 
actor Ansiba Hassan on Friday 
lodged a complaint with the 
Palarivattom police station, al-
leging character assassination. 
The former general secretary 
of  the actors’ association, in 
her Facebook post, wrote that 

she was defamed 
for raising ques-
tions and has de-
cided to fight.

“They killed my 
character. From 
the great actor to 
my colleagues, 

they killed me, and in the end,
they even tried to defame me by 
dragging my stepfather’s name 
into it. Now they are pointing 
towards my friends too. But 
those unanswered questions 
that I asked in my organisation 
will not be silenced forever,” 
Ansiba wrote on Facebook.

E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E 
@ Kasaragod 

HIT by mounting losses due to 
the free-travel scheme for wom-
en on KSRTC buses and higher 
fuel costs, private-bus opera-
tors in the state are contemplat-
ing filing ‘Form G’ with region-
al transport offices (RTOs) to 
claim exemption from road tax 
by suspending services. Some 
owners have already filed for 
relief. The last time bus opera-
tors filed Form G en masse was 
during the Covid lockdown. 

Ashok S, who operates buses 
under the name ‘Sushmitha’ 
from Kasaragod, has filed Form 
G for his Kasaragod-Kannur 
service while keeping his Kol-
lur-Kannur operation running. 
“I am unable to manage losses 
on both routes. My Kasaragod-
Kannur service was badly af-
fected after June 15. So, I filed 
Form G for this route on June 

22 for a period of  one year,” he 
said.   “Suspending a bus serv-
ice for even a quarter is a daunt-
ing task,” said K Gireesh, 
Kasaragod district president of  
the Private Bus Operators Fed-
eration. “Vehicles have to be 
safely secured for the duration, 
which is nearly impossible for 
most owners who take to petrol 
stations and other public spac-

es to park their buses at night.   
It is not easy to access dedi-

cated parking spaces for long 
periods of  time. “We have to 
furnish even the minutest of  
details of  where the buses are 
stationed, so as to convince the 
motor vehicles department that 
they were not operated during 
the Form G period,” Gireesh 
said. 

Eco-sensitive area: State wants 
settlements, farmland excluded
Insists that Centre notify ESAs in line with Oommen V Oommen report 

E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E 
@ T’Puram

EVEN as the Union govern-
ment is gearing up to notify 
eco-sensitive areas (ESA) along 
the Western Ghats, Kerala 
plans to approach the Centre 
again seeking an exclusion of  
human settlements and agri-
cultural land from the purview 
of  ESA. The state insists that 
the Centre notify ESAs in line 
with the Oommen V Oommen 
report. According to the draft 
notification, an area of  9,993.7 
sq km has been proposed as 
eco-sensitive area. 

In the wake of  the ministry 
of  environment and forests 
(MoEF) planning to declare 
ESA villages based on the draft 
notification, the state govern-
ment convened a high-level 
meeting chaired by Environ-
ment Minister Sunny Joseph. 
The meeting also decided to in-
vite members of  the central 
government-constituted ex-
perts panel to the state and dis-
cuss the recommendations sub-
mitted by the previous UDF 
government, based on the re-
port prepared by the state-ap-
pointed Oommen V Oommen 
committee which had recom-
mended the exclusion of  cer-
tain regions from ESAs. 

Sunny Joseph told TNIE that 
Kerala has already accepted 
the Oommen V Oommen report 
and hence would urge the Cen-
tre to follow the same in-
principle.

“According to the Ooommen 
V Oommen committee report, 
the MoEF had excluded human 
settlements and farmlands. We 
would point out that Kerala has 
around 30% of  its area as forest 
land and that the state has a 
high population density. Hence, 
there should not be further 
ESA demarcation. The central 
panel will visit the state next 

month. Only after listening to 
our position should the final 
notification be issued. The ESA 
should be in line with what is 
published in the Kerala Biodi-
versity Board website,” the 
minister said. 

The meeting also decided to 
hold talks with the central com-
mittee to safeguard the state’s 
interests while finalising ESA. 
Chief  Minister V D Satheesan 
will hold another meeting on 
June 30 with the forest and en-
vironment ministers and sen-
ior officials to chalk out the 
next course of  action. 

“We have recommended to 
exclude thickly-populated are-
as, agricultural lands and plan-
tations from ESAs. Instead of  
cutting down on the number of  
ESA villages from 123, we chose 
to exclude certain key regions 
from the purview of  ESA. Now, 

it has been 12 years since the 
draft notification. Our report 
was unanimously accepted by 
the state assembly. Later, the 
previous government decided 
to ask the Centre to cut the area 
of  ESA further, but that was 
not approved. The government 
can now go ahead with our pro-
posal,” Oommen V Oommen 
said.

The Kasturi Rangan-led High 
Level Working Group (HLWG) 
had recommended an area of  
13,108.7 sq km in 123 villages in 
the state to be demarcated eco-
logically sensitive. However, 
the state government, after 
physical verification, excluded 
an area of  3,114.30 sq km due to 
agriculture and settlements. 
The MoEF accepted the propos-
al and the draft notification 
was published with an area of  
9,993.70 sq km, inclusive of  123 
villages. 

Later, the previous state gov-
ernment further pointed out 
that the area under the draft 
notification constitutes two cat-
egories -- forest land constitut-
ing 9,107 sq km and a non-forest 
area of  886.7 sq km. The state 
proposed to remove the non-
forest area of  886.7 sq km from 
ESA and sought to denote only 
9,107 sq km as ESA with 118 
villages. 

However, the proposal has 
not been cleared yet. 

Seeds of despair: Kerala lost over 24,500 
farmers, farm workers to suicide in 27 yrs
R A J E S H  A B R A H A M  @Kochi

KERALA’S agrarian distress has 
claimed an alarming human toll, 
with 24,591 farmers and farm work-
ers dying by suicide between 1995 
and 2022. That amounts to an aver-
age of  1,069 deaths every year, ex-
posing the deepening crisis in the 
state’s rural economy.

The figures -- presented by Dr 
Martin Patrick, a retired Mahara-
ja’s College professor and a former 
principal of  the Rural Academy 
for Management Studies, Kuzhup-
pilly -- appear in the book ‘Karshi-
ka Keralam Pinnitta Arupathu 
Pathittandukal’ published by the 
Sacred Heart College, Thevara, 
and the Organic Kerala Charitable 
Trust.

In a chapter titled ‘Farmer Sui-
cides and Debt Trap: A Perspective 
from the Rural Sector’, Dr Patrick 
notes that Kerala accounted for 
4.25% of  the country’s farm sui-
cides during the period, with 92% 
of  those who died being men, sig-
nificantly higher than the national 
average of  80%. The crisis has 
shown little sign of  easing. Be-
tween 2014 and 2022, Kerala re-
corded 2,233 farm-
er suicides. 
Idukki report-
ed the highest 
number (453), 
followed by 
P a l a k k a d 
(404)  and 
Thiruvanan-
t h a p u r a m 

(337).“Debt has become the alpha 
and omega for farmers—the begin-
ning and the end,” Dr Patrick 

writes, identifying indebt-
edness as the principal 

reason behind the 
c o n t i n u i n g 
tragedy.

Citing official 
surveys, he points 
out that nearly one-
third of  Kerala’s 
population is bur-
dened by debt, al-
most double the 
national average. 

According to the 
2021 NABARD sur-

vey, the average month-
ly income of  a rural 

household in Kerala stood 

at Rs 16,788, against an expendi-
ture of  Rs 14,778, leaving a modest 
monthly saving of  Rs 2,010. This 
marks a steep decline from Rs 3,975 
recorded in 2016-17—a fall of  near-
ly 48%. Kerala also has the coun-
try’s highest average household 
indebtedness at Rs 1.99 lakh. Near-
ly 70% of  farmers in the state are 
in debt, with an average liability of  
Rs 2.2 lakh, according to the Na-
tional Sample Survey. A study by 
the Kerala Independent Farmers 
Association estimates the average 
debt at Rs 5.46 lakh. 

Beyond debt, the study identifies 
climate change, wild animal at-
tacks, rising cultivation costs, fluc-
tuating crop prices, and policy de-
cisions as major drivers of  
distress.

9,993.7 sq km proposed 
as eco-sensitive area
The state insists that the Centre 
notify ESAs in line with the 
Oommen V Oommen report. 
According to the draft 
notification, an area of 9,993.7 sq 
km has been proposed as eco-
sensitive area. In this wake, the 
state government convened a
high-level meeting chaired by 
Environment Minister Sunny 
Joseph. What is Form G? 

�Operators can file Form G 
under the Kerala Motor 
Vehicles Taxation Act to claim 
road-tax exemption on a bus 
whose service has been 
suspended

�The operator must file it at 
least 30 days prior to non-
operation. A fee of Rs 400 
must be paid for a three-
month application

Private bus operators contemplate on the 
option of suspending bus services and file 
Form G to claim road tax exemption

Hit by losses, private bus operators 
in state eye daunting ‘Form G’ route

M  S  V I D Y A N A N D A N  @ T’Puram

THE Food Safety Appellate Tribunal 
has set aside a ̀ 1 lakh penalty imposed 
on a Kollam-based packaged drinking 
water unit. The penalty was imposed 
by the food safety department 
after it found that the product 
did not meet the prescribed 
standards for calcium, mag-
nesium and dissolved solids. 

After hearing the appeal 
filed jointly by the business op-
erator and manufacturer, the tri-
bunal held that these standards were 
not formally notified as a regulation at 
the time of  sample collection.  

On January 22, 2024, the food safety 
officer of  Chavara circle purchased 16 
bottles from them. The Government 
Analyst Laboratory in Thiruvanan-
thapuram examined the samples and 

found that calcium content was only 4 
mg/l as against the prescribed 10-75 
mg/l, with magnesium at 3.41 mg/l, 
against the stipulated 5-30 mg/l. Total 
dissolved solids were found to be just 37 
mg/l against the prescribed 75-500 

mg/l. The adjudicating officer in 
Kollam imposed a collective pen-
alty of  `1 lakh on the two 
respondents.  

The tribunal held that the 
standard relating to minimum 

calcium, magnesium and total 
dissolved solids content was incor-

porated through a direction issued un-
der Section 16(5) of  the Food Safety and 
Standards Authority of  India (FSSAI) 
Act, 2006. It had not formally been noti-
fied as a regulation, the body held. 
Moreover, the direction was issued on 
March 12, 2024, long past the sample 
collection.  The tribunal also found 

other inconsistencies in the proceed-
ings. It held that the food safety officer 
had failed to provide a sample to the 
manufacturer for cross-checking, and 
that no specimen seal impression was 
included in the documents. The food 
analyst failed to send the report within 
the mandatory 14-day period, it also 
ruled. 

The tribunal noted that the petition-
er was a small-scale manufacturer reg-
istered under the Udyam scheme. He 
was entitled to the benefit of  the Sec-
tion 50 proviso, which caps the penalty 
for small-scale businesses at `25,000, it 
said, adding that the `1 lakh fine was 
exorbitant and unsustainable.  Tribu-
nal member Jose N Cyril issued the 
order. The petitioners were represent-
ed by Francy John, A Mathew, M S Re-
ghukumar, C P Sudheesh Kumar and 
Muhammed Ameen.

Food safety tribunal cites procedural lapses, 
quashes ̀ 1 lakh fine on packaged water unit

K C Venugopal @kcvenugopalmp
The self-proclaimed protectors of Hinduism have been completely exposed with the revelations 
of the theft of donations at the Ram Temple in Ayodhya. After using Ayodhya for their divisive 
politics, the BJP-RSS looted the donations of ordinary devotees and made a complete mockery of 
their sentiments. 
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