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The self-proclaimed protectors of Hinduism have been completely exposed with the revelations
of the theft of donations at the Ram Temple in Ayodhya. After using Ayodhya for their divisive

their sentiments.

politics, the BJP-RSS looted the donations of ordinary devotees and made a complete mockery of

Eco-sensitivearea: Statewants Seeds of despair: Kerala lost over 24,500
settlements,farmlandexcluded farmers, farm workers to suicide in 27 yrs

Insists that Centre notify ESAs in line with Oommen V Oommen report

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
@ T’Puram

EVEN as the Union govern-
ment is gearing up to notify
eco-sensitive areas (ESA) along
the Western Ghats, Kerala
plans to approach the Centre
again seeking an exclusion of
human settlements and agri-
cultural land from the purview
of ESA. The state insists that
the Centre notify ESAs in line
with the Oommen V Oommen
report. According to the draft
notification, an area of 9,993.7
sq km has been proposed as
eco-sensitive area.

In the wake of the ministry
of environment and forests
(MoEF) planning to declare
ESA villages based on the draft
notification, the state govern-
ment convened a high-level
meeting chaired by Environ-
ment Minister Sunny Joseph.
The meeting also decided to in-
vite members of the central
government-constituted ex-
perts panel to the state and dis-
cuss the recommendations sub-
mitted by the previous UDF
government, based on the re-
port prepared by the state-ap-
pointed Oommen V Oommen
committee which had recom-
mended the exclusion of cer-
tain regions from ESAs.

Sunny Joseph told T'NIE that
Kerala has already accepted
the Oommen V Oommen report
and hence would urge the Cen-
tre to follow the same in-
principle.

“According to the Ooommen
V Oommen committee report,
the MoEF had excluded human
settlements and farmlands. We
would point out that Kerala has
around 30% of its area as forest
land and that the state has a
high population density. Hence,
there should not be further
ESA demarcation. The central
panel will visit the state next

Food safety tribunal cites procedural lapses,
quashes %1 lakh fine on packaged water unit

M S VIDYANANDAN @ T'Puram

THE Food Safety Appellate Tribunal
has set aside a %1 lakh penalty imposed
on a Kollam-based packaged drinking
water unit. The penalty was imposed

by the food safety department
after it found that the product
did not meet the prescribed
standards for calcium, mag-
nesium and dissolved solids.
After hearing the appeal
filed jointly by the business op-
erator and manufacturer;, the tri-

bunal held that these standards were
not formally notified as a regulation at

the time of sample collection.

On January 22, 2024, the food safety
officer of Chavara circle purchased 16
bottles from them. The Government
Analyst Laboratory in Thiruvanan-
thapuram examined the samples and

9,993.7 sq km proposed
as eco-sensitive area

The state insists that the Centre
notify ESAs in line with the
Oommen V Oommen report.
According to the draft
notification, an area of 9,993.7 sq
km has been proposed as eco-
sensitive area. In this wake, the
state government convened a
high-level meeting chaired by
Environment Minister Sunny
Joseph.

month. Only after listening to
our position should the final
notification be issued. The ESA
should be in line with what is
published in the Kerala Biodi-
versity Board website,” the
minister said.

The meeting also decided to
hold talks with the central com-
mittee to safeguard the state’s
interests while finalising ESA.
Chief Minister V D Satheesan
will hold another meeting on
June 30 with the forest and en-
vironment ministers and sen-
ior officials to chalk out the
next course of action.

“We have recommended to
exclude thickly-populated are-
as, agricultural lands and plan-
tations from ESAs. Instead of
cutting down on the number of
ESA villages from 123, we chose
to exclude certain key regions
from the purview of ESA. Now,

found that calcium content was only 4
mg/1 as against the prescribed 10-75
mg/1, with magnesium at 3.41 mg/],
against the stipulated 5-30 mg/1. Total
dissolved solids were found to be just 37
mg/1 against the prescribed 75-500
mg/1. The adjudicating officer in
Kollam imposed a collective pen-
alty of %1 lakh on the two

respondents.

The tribunal held that the
standard relating to minimum
calcium, magnesium and total
dissolved solids content was incor-
porated through a direction issued un-
der Section 16(5) of the Food Safety and
Standards Authority of India (FSSAI)
Act, 2006. It had not formally been noti-
fied as a regulation, the body held.
Moreover, the direction was issued on
March 12, 2024, long past the sample
collection. The tribunal also found

it has been 12 years since the
draft notification. Our report
was unanimously accepted by
the state assembly. Later, the
previous government decided
to ask the Centre to cut the area
of ESA further, but that was
not approved. The government
can now go ahead with our pro-
posal,” Oommen V Oommen
said.

The Kasturi Rangan-led High
Level Working Group (HLWG)
had recommended an area of
13,108.7 sq km in 123 villages in
the state to be demarcated eco-
logically sensitive. However,
the state government, after
physical verification, excluded
an area of 3,114.30 sq km due to
agriculture and settlements.
The MoEF accepted the propos-
al and the draft notification
was published with an area of
9,993.70 sq km, inclusive of 123
villages.

Later, the previous state gov-
ernment further pointed out
that the area under the draft
notification constitutes two cat-
egories -- forest land constitut-
ing 9,107 sq km and a non-forest
area of 886.7 sq km. The state
proposed to remove the non-
forest area of 886.7 sq km from
ESA and sought to denote only
9,107 sq km as ESA with 118
villages.

However, the proposal has
not been cleared yet.

ruled.

The tribunal noted that the petition-
er was a small-scale manufacturer reg-
istered under the Udyam scheme. He
was entitled to the benefit of the Sec-
tion 50 proviso, which caps the penalty
for small-scale businesses at 25,000, it
said, adding that the %1 lakh fine was
exorbitant and unsustainable. Tribu-
nal member Jose N Cyril issued the
order. The petitioners were represent-
ed by Francy John, A Mathew, M S Re-
ghukumar, C P Sudheesh Kumar and

Muhammed Ameen.

other inconsistencies in the proceed-
ings. It held that the food safety officer
had failed to provide a sample to the
manufacturer for cross-checking, and
that no specimen seal impression was
included in the documents. The food
analyst failed to send the report within
the mandatory 14-day period, it also

RAJESH ABRAHAM @Kochi

KERALAS agrarian distress has
claimed an alarming human toll,
with 24,591 farmers and farm work-
ers dying by suicide between 1995
and 2022. That amounts to an aver-
age of 1,069 deaths every year, ex-
posing the deepening crisis in the
state’s rural economy.

The figures - presented by Dr
Martin Patrick, a retired Mahara-
ja’s College professor and a former
principal of the Rural Academy
for Management Studies, Kuzhup-
pilly - appear in the book ‘Karshi-
ka Keralam Pinnitta Arupathu
Pathittandukal’ published by the
Sacred Heart College, Thevara,
and the Organic Kerala Charitable
Trust.

In a chapter titled ‘Farmer Sui-
cides and Debt Trap: A Perspective
from the Rural Sector’, Dr Patrick
notes that Kerala accounted for
4.25% of the country’s farm sui-
cides during the period, with 92%
of those who died being men, sig-
nificantly higher than the national
average of 80%. The crisis has
shown little sign of easing. Be-
tween 2014 and 2022, Kerala re-
corded 2,233 farm-
er suicides.
Idukki report-
ed the highest
number (453),
followed by
Palakkad |
(404) and
Thiruvanan-
thapuram

(337).“Debt has become the alpha
and omega for farmers—the begin-
ning and the end,” Dr Patrick
writes, identifying indebt-
edness as the principal
reason behind the
continuing
tragedy.
Citing official
surveys, he points
out that nearly one-
third of Kerala’s
population is bur-
dened by debt, al-
. most double the
/' national average.
According to the
2021 NABARD sur-
vey, the average month-
ly income of a rural
household in Kerala stood

Hit by losses, private bus operators
in state eye daunting ‘Form G’ route

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
@ Kasaragod

HIT by mounting losses due to
the free-travel scheme for wom-
en on KSRTC buses and higher
fuel costs, private-bus opera-
tors in the state are contemplat-
ing filing ‘Form G’ with region-
al transport offices (RTOs) to
claim exemption from road tax
by suspending services. Some
owners have already filed for
relief. The last time bus opera-
tors filed Form G en masse was
during the Covid lockdown.
Ashok S, who operates buses
under the name ‘Sushmitha’
from Kasaragod, has filed Form
G for his Kasaragod-Kannur
service while keeping his Kol-
lur-Kannur operation running.
“I am unable to manage losses
on both routes. My Kasaragod-
Kannur service was badly af-
fected after June 15. So, I filed
Form G for this route on June
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Private bus operators contemplate on the

option of suspending bus services and file
Form G to claim road tax exemption

What is Form G?

®(Operators can file Form G
under the Kerala Motor
Vehicles Taxation Act to claim
road-tax exemption on a bus
whose service has been
suspended

. ®The operator must file it at

least 30 days prior to non-
operation. A fee of Rs 400
must be paid for a three-
month application

22 for a period of one year,” he
said. “Suspending a bus serv-
ice for even a quarter is a daunt-
ing task,” said K Gireesh,
Kasaragod district president of
the Private Bus Operators Fed-
eration. “Vehicles have to be
safely secured for the duration,
which is nearly impossible for
most owners who take to petrol
stations and other public spac-
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Notice Inviting Bid No 02/2026-27

< Bids for Road works are invited from interested bidder up (o 08,00 PM
on Tuesday 07 July 2028, Other particulars of the bid may be visited on
the procuramant portal (hitp Yeproc ra@stnan oy, in

The approximate value of the procuremeant s s, 384.87 Lacs

Supanntending Engins
PWD Cirche, Didwana i

hitp /isppp.raj vic.in)

es to park their buses at night.

It is not easy to access dedi-
cated parking spaces for long
periods of time. “We have to
furnish even the minutest of
details of where the buses are
stationed, so as to convince the
motor vehicles department that
they were not operated during
the Form G period,” Gireesh
said.

at Rs 16,788, against an expendi-
ture of Rs 14,778, leaving a modest
monthly saving of Rs 2,010. This
marks a steep decline from Rs 3,975
recorded in 2016-17—a fall of near-
ly 48%. Kerala also has the coun-
try’s highest average household
indebtedness at Rs 1.99 lakh. Near-
ly 70% of farmers in the state are
in debt, with an average liability of
Rs 2.2 1akh, according to the Na-
tional Sample Survey. A study by
the Kerala Independent Farmers
Association estimates the average
debt at Rs 5.46 1akh.

Beyond debt, the study identifies
climate change, wild animal at-
tacks, rising cultivation costs, fluc-
tuating crop prices, and policy de-
cisions as major drivers of
distress.

Ansiba files
complaint

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE @Kochi

Amid the controversies brew-
ing in the Association of Ma-
layalam Movie Artists (AMMA),
actor Ansiba Hassan on Friday
lodged a complaint with the
Palarivattom police station, al-
leging character assassination.
The former general secretary
of the actors’ association, in
her Facebook post, wrote that
she was defamed
for raising ques-
tions and has de-
cided to fight.
“They killed my
character. From
the great actor to
my colleagues,
they killed me, and in the end,
they even tried to defame me by
dragging my stepfather’s name
into it. Now they are pointing
towards my friends too. But
those unanswered questions
that I asked in my organisation
will not be silenced forever,”
Ansiba wrote on Facebook.

_)KERA KERALA CLIMATE RESILIENT AGRI VALUE CHAIN MODERNISATION PROJECT
_— FiU €U, AGRICULTURAL RESEARCH STATION
MANNUTHY, THRISSUR - GBDES1, PHONE 9037 824 052

Application Deadline: 02

Chlnma:.ra Vishwa Vidyapeeth
invites applications for the position of

Registrar

A leadership role driving governance,
excellence, and institutional transformation

We seek an accomplished higher education leader to strengthen institutional
g..ﬂ.'ernantl:- and statutory administration in a values-driven, future-ready university.

Elﬁﬁ'i:lli‘it].r' For the detailed role profile and. eiqgrtllﬁ criteria,
 please visit the University website, l'j:

il'rtarlste:l mrdlhias can apply H-lrnugh our wehsite
_wwwewvacinfcareers
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E-Auction Sale Motice for Auction of H
fo Rule &) of the Security Inferast

E AUCTION SALE NOTICE FOR AUCTION OF MOVABLE ASSET/S

hecated Movable Assets undar the Securitisation and Reconstraction of Financial Assets and Enforcament of Becwnity Bnteresi Act, 2008 read with proviso
farcement} Rules, 2002, Notice iz herady gives te the publc in ganerst and in pamicular to the Borrewss (5} and Guaranior {5 thal the balow descrioed movaboe

oropertylies hypothecated $o e Secured Cradilar, ihe physteal possesson of which has been Eken by the Auhorisad Ofcer of indusind San Limiled , wil be soid on “As s whene 5%, “A&s is whatis", and *
Whatever there (8" on 18072036, from 10.00 &M o 700 PM. The suchon wili be conciacted onfine, by way of 8- sucion through wabsites hitps:waw carradececharge com, hiips ey adig.com,
Fettpsiidimne ned, hitps:sheendrvap o comfame, Ailps:auchons casdekng. comisallznauctionListngive,
DESCRIPTION OF THE VEHECLE: AS LUNDER

Corrigendum No.18 (Time Extension)

e-Tender No. 01/DGM (E&M D-11)/UJVNL/2025-26
Due 1o unavosdable reasons, the dates of a-Tender No. 01/DGM{ESM D-
NPUIWVNLIZ0Z25-26 invited by office of the Dy. General Manager, EAM

TENDER NOTICE
Tha Kerala Climate Resibant Ago-Value Chan Modemizalion Project (KERA), a
Goyarmmaenl of Kerala iniliabtws, invites oflms qguotations an 22 .06 2026 for he below E'T'Eﬂd-ﬂl' HDHE-E'
tenders wilh deadlings, Last date of Bid
Sl e :
Last date for quo- Item Tender [D submttin openin
REATRR tation submission Mo, hid d I:-:;JEMQ a
Supply, Instakation, Tasting and Commissioning-of Hydrologi- 10.07 2026 -
al, Sl Molghee and Watsr Flaw Monitonng Inskimanis al 02.00 P8 ! Renovalion | 2026 RPL 856504 1 | 10.07.2026, | 14.07.2020
Suppdy, Insialation, Testing and Commisslonng o Soil 10,07 2026 of Managing - B Spm 11am
Sampling and Physical Analysis Equipment al (30 PAA Director
Supely, Instaliation, Testing and Commissioning of Waighing 10207 2026 ronm and
| Lysimaier with AWS Indegraton gt 03,00 P construction
For queries, email, peukauiEikera, kerala. gl:l.rln = i
For mone dedails visik hips: Skera kerala gov ininotilicabons of ':l:'l-I-EI:'
Sdi-, Technlcal Speciallst (Agronamy), PIU BAL, KERA E”EZFET%EI
(5 ] ce
UJVIN Ltd. For more dedails visit ; www etenders kerala govinwww.rplkerala gov.in
(A Uttnrnkhand Govl. Enterprises ) -
/ H.O. “UJIWALY Maharanl Bagh, GMS Hoad, Dehradun-2400048 Sdi-, MANAGING DIRECTOR
Talaphona-0118-2783808 Fax: 0118-3TE3508 REHABILITATION PLANTATIONS LIMITED
LR G Mo, 01 URZMHH SUGLI38560 Wabsiin: wws ujvnl com RPLISTEPO556 did 18055006
RO Na. 513 Date: 15.06.2028 D382/ X 2a6/&PRD

. MANAPPURAM FINANCE LTD. Heghteredr}[-ﬁ:e W- 4/ £38, Marappuram House,

CIn: LaSS10KLEM2Fa0nea s,

0: ¥elanad, t"mur :-H.-Er" b-uh nda

Place: Ernasulam, Date: 27.06.2026

Terms & Condtions of E-awction sala avalable on websie of respacive sucion poral. Forany further datal| please coniadt branch on abowe given number, Bank reservas nght bo cancel or postpona S sucion
EMD-10% of Reserse Priog shal bedeposhed hecugh Demrand Drall infavoer of “Incusind Bank L1e® before sibriltng e bids onlire o S branc mend oned above.

Autharized Dfficer | Indusind Bank Lid
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SUNDARAM HOME

— Sundaram Finance Group —

Regd Office: No. 21, Patullos Road, Chennai - 600 002.

Corporate Office: Sundaram Towers, No. 46,

Whites Road, Chennai - 600 014,

Branch Office; First Floor, Kandathil Building, Kadappakkada Post, Kadappakkada,
Kallam-691008 Phone: 0474 - 274 2490°.

POSSESSION NOTICE

Issued Under Sec 13{4) read with Appendix IV and Rule 3{1) of Security Interest (Enforcement) Rules, 2002
Whereas the authorized officer of SUNDARAM HOME FINANCE LTD., under the Secuntisation and Reconsiructan of
Financia! Assels and Enforcemeant of Secunty Interest Act, 2002 and in exercise of powers conferred under Section #3(2) read
with rule 3 of the Security Interes! {Enforcement} Rules, 2002 izsuwed Demand Mofices calling wpon the Borrower, Co-Bor

and the to repay the amount along with further inferest, cost and other charges e, if any bl actusl date of paymenl. nolices
within 60-days from the date of receipt of ihe nofices. The Borrower {3) having faded to repay the amount infull, nolice is hereby
aiven Io the Barrower (5] and the public in general that the Authorisad Officer has taken possessian of the property described
herein below in exercize of powers confemed on him under Section 1344 of the said Act with Rube 3 of the Sarfaesi Act. The
borrowerS) attenton is invited o provision of subssction (8) of section 13 of the Acl, in respect of time availatle, 1o redeem the
secured assets. The BorrowerS) in particular and the public in general are hereby cautioned not to deal with the property and
any deatings with Secured property shall be subject o the charge of SUNDARAM HOME FINANCELTD.

51, | File Borrowers & Co-Bosrowers Date of Demand |  Molica Date of Total
Mo Nos, Mame and Address NoticePublication|  Amount | Possession | Ouistanding |
1 |KLmzo | Mr. Aneesh S [Borrower), Keazhootiu House, | 4p.04-2026 Rs. . Rs.
210077 | Nedumpana Po, Near Nedumpana Post Office, 403,931 | 2062028 4440151
Nedumpana, Kellam - 691576,
Mrs. Suseelamma K {Co - Borrower) Rs. :
z gﬁ!ﬁ?ﬂ] Keezhoottu House, Nedumpana Po, 10042026 |1495 943 2> 052028 15‘2';34.};.
Kannanalioor, Near Nedumpana Post Cifica,
Nedumpana, Kollam - 691576,
Schedule of Property: All thal piece and parcel of the property having an extent of 7.15 Ares extend remains afer
proceeds) along with the building , in Sunvey No, 44611 ransacted from Survey no. 5150, siluated in Nedumpana
Village, Kollam Taluk .in Kaollam District, along with all the fittings and appurtenant thereto and bounded on the East by :
Property of Kavadi Purayidam, North by : Pattway, West by | Praperty of Alummaoti Purayidam and Thodi, and South by:
STAY UP-TO-DATE Wayal, within the Registration District of Kollam and Sub Registration District of Kannanaloor which s mone fully and
WITH THE parficularly described in the Tille Deed No. 1120/1990
for SUNDARAM HOME FINANCE LTD
w Date: 25-06-2026 Authorised officer

Design-i, UIVMN Lid.,, Ganga Bhawan, Yamuna Colony, Dahradun
(Utiarakhand) are hereby extended as follows

Last date for submission of bid on e-portal ; D5.07 2026 up o

I ﬁ; Laan I;‘E:MI | Wame al Borrowser ! Co Borrower HEE'EUE‘;!L:- Mo, | Vihiche Modal Vehicis Maks H;T ﬁ%"ﬂ?ﬂ mnlaé:‘!alf.::rfu-' all Monie N I
1 | ELTO4EISG | W WISAKH V |/ MDIRA M KLOTCJERSS | BAJAJ RE COMPACT LPG 45 BaJA 18600 185 Suresh Pram 028105128
2 | 230000413793 | SAJUS S 5 MOLY M SASI | KLiGABTI1T | APE AUTO DX CLS B5W PIAGGH) {46800 | 4Ga0 Suresh Prem B043 105525
| 3 | ELT04877G | AANSAR] (M MAJTHABEEVIB | KLOICMT040 | BAJAJ RE COMPACT LPG 45 BAJAJ (21600 | 21ed Akhil Baba Boagiiiorz | 1700 Hrs

Last date for submission of Original document {Hard coples) :
0907 2026 upto 1T:00Hrs
Date & Time of opening of Technical bid on e-portal : 10.07 202% from
1100 Hms
Citheer larms & condibion shall remain sama. Detadls of subsadueant
addendum/corfigendumicancallation elc. may be oblained from e-
procurement porial "hitp:luktenders.gov.in™

Dy. General Manager (EAM Design-il)

“AVOID WASTEFUL USE OF ELECTRICITY™

 GOLDAUCTIONNOTICE

The plec’ges.. i speu.‘lc and the peblic, ingeneral, are heraby nc-hfled that puh-!z::

auction of the gold ornaments pledged in the beltw accounts is proposed o be
i conducted at the following branches on 16/07/2026 from 10.00 am onwards. We
i are puctioning gold ormaments defaulted customers who have failed to make

payment af hisher loan amount despite being notified by registerad lsitars,
| Unauctioned iterms shall be-auctioned on any other days without further notica,
. Changes in venue or date {f anyjwill be displayed at auction centre and an
| wabsite without any furthar nofice.

List of pledgas:-
fROLLAM, CHAVARA SOUTH, 0134550700025910, KADAKKAL,
| 0105690700748803, KADAFPPAKKADA, 0105910730012180,

GOVERNMENT OF KARNATAKA
(PUBLIC WORKS DEPARTMENT)

No. EE/PWD/BGM,/TA//PQT/NOTI/2026-27/2016 Date:25.06.2026

-: PRE-QUALIFICATION TENDER NOTIFICATION|KPPP):-

The Executive Engineer, PWD Belagavi Division
Belagavi invites item rate tenders from the eligible
contractors registered in KPPP in Public Works Department
under KW-5 Standard tender document for a work of 01
number under 5054-80-190-0-01-132 Karnataka Road
Development Corporation Limited (KRDCL) Capital
Expenditure with Pre-gqualification tender amount of Rs.
209,01.21 Lakhs and Last date of receipt of pre-qualification
Tender is on 29-07-2026 upte 4.00 PM and the Technical Bid
Opening Date is on 30-07-2026 after 4.45 PM. For more
information contact the office of the undersigned and
www. kppp.karnataka.gpov.in after 25.06.2026. (If no bids
received, 7 days One Time auto extension activated).

5d/- Executive Engineer,
Public Works Department Belagavi Dn. Belagavi.

CHPL G RO N O-1 00 KA CA BOE-27

KANNANALLUR, 0131210700023212, NILAMEL,
| D118900700022862, 2871, 0118900730015922, 5939, 5977,
| 5978, 5979, POLAYATHODU, 0131660730009226, PUTHUR,
| 0116500700023336, 0096, PATHANAMTHITTA, KONNI,

0104800700055719, MALLAPALLY, 0103850700055656,
| PULLAD, 0120500700015749, TRIVANDRUM, ALAMCODE,
| 0134100700018568, ATTINGAL, 0102050700779973, 9347,

BALARAMAPURAM, 0103500700028603, KANIAPURAM,

0107020730012770, KANJIRAMKULAM, 0113210700031588,
| KATTAKADA, 0106210730010409, D428, KILIMANOOR,
{ D106330730008679, MEDICAL COLLEGE TVM,

0104810700044344, OLATHANI, 0121140730012169,

PARUTHIPARA, 0126960700017723, 7769, PEROORKADA,
| 0107620700037655, PERUMKADAVILA, (110220700018638,

PEYAD, 0110410700026931, SREEKARIYAM,

01033807007573198, THIRUMALA THIRVANANTHAPURAM,

0127760730009385, VARKALA, 0101TBOTO0804143,
| VAZHUTHACAD, 0132280730011085, VENJARAMOODU,

0131030730008304,

Personz wishing to paricipate in the above auction shall comply with the
| fallowing:- Interested Bidders should submi Rs. 10,0001- as EMD (refundable lo

unsucoessful bidders) by way of NEFT/RTGS on the same day of auction.

Bidders should carry valid 1D card/PAN card. For mose details please contact
i 9072607147,

Authorsed Officer
i For Manappuram Finance Lid

epaper.newindianexpress.mm.




