
TEHRAN

US President Donald Trump said 
Iran has requested a meeting that 
will be held in Qatar on Tuesday, de-
spite Tehran earlier denying that 
any technical talks on the deal aimed 
at ending the West Asia war were 
planned.

The announcement came after 
Iran held its first talks with Oman 
on managing the Strait of  Hormuz 
since the US-Iran deal was signed, 
and as Washington and Tehran 
agreed to halt their attacks, which 
had strained the agreement.

The exchanges of  fire have under-
scored the fragility of  the Pakistan-
brokered agreement to stop the war, 
which sowed havoc across the West 
Asia and snarled the flow of  oil and 
gas shipments through the vital 
Hormuz strait.

“Iran has requested a meeting. It 
will take place tomorrow in Doha!” 
Trump posted on his Truth Social 
platform on Monday, without specify-
ing the participants. White House 
spokeswoman Karoline Leavitt later 
told Fox News that US envoy Steve 

Witkoff  and Trump’s adviser and 
son-in-law Jared Kushner “will be fly-
ing to Doha for high-level meetings 
this week”.

A diplomat with knowledge of  the 
talks confirmed to AFP that officials 
from the US and Iran were 
due to meet in the Qatari 
capital to discuss the deal 
signed earlier this month.

“Technical teams work-
ing on the implementation 
of  the MoU are scheduled 
to meet in Doha in the com-
ing days,” the diplomat said on condi-
tion of  anonymity. The diplomat add-
ed that “communications channels 
created to de-escalate any incidents 

are in place” after the strikes. Qatar 
has played a key role alongside Paki-
stan in mediating a conclusion to the 
conflict, with the most recent discus-
sions between Tehran and Washing-
ton taking place on June 21 with all 

f o u r  c o u n t r i e s  i n 
attendance.

Iran’s foreign ministry 
also dismissed reports 
that Iranian and Ameri-
can technical teams would 
meet in the coming days to 
discuss implementation 

of  the agreement. “No technical 
meetings of  the working groups are 
planned for this week,” Deputy For-
eign Minister Kazem Gharibabadi 
said, referring to the Iranian week 
ending on Friday. Iran’s deputy for-
eign minister Kazem Gharibabadi 
denied reports of  technical talks 
this week, state TV reported. Never-
theless, a US official told AFP nego-
tiations would continue despite the 
recent strikes. “Both sides will stand 
down for now and vessels can move 
freely” in and around the Strait of  
Hormuz, the official said in an 
email. AFP
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USA and Iran pause attacks 
but differ over Doha talks
US President Trump claims Iran requested talks; Tehran denies its did so

Pakistani strikes kill at least 
28 civilians in Afghanistan
ISLAMABAD

PAKISTANI forces’ ground opera-
tions and strikes killed at least 36 
civilians in Afghanistan overnight 
and wounded more than 160 others, 
Afghan officials said Monday, as ten-
sions between neighbors escalated. 
One Afghan official said the attacks 
would be met with retaliation.

Pakistan said the operations were 
launched in response to militant at-
tacks across Pakistan. Security forc-
es carried out a ground operation 
along the border late Sunday, fol-
lowed by strikes against militant 
hideouts and safe havens, killing 29 
fighters, Pakistan’s Information 
Minister Attaullah Tarar said. 

Afghanistan condemned the 
strikes in Paktia, Paktika, and Ku-
nar provinces as a “cowardly act of  
aggression” and an “act of  brutali-
ty.” Hayatullah Mohajer Farahi, the 
deputy minister for publications at 
the Ministry of  Information and Cul-
ture, said Afghanistan would re-
spond “in due time.”

Hamdullah Fitrat, the deputy 
spokesperson for Afghanistan’s Tali-
ban government, said Pakistani 
forces targeted a home in Paktia’s 
Chamkani district, killing an older 
man and a child, while other family 
members were wounded. 

When residents gathered to res-
cue people, the area was struck 
again, killing 28 villagers and 
wounding 158, he said. Pakistani of-
ficials said an calm prevailed along 
the border, with forces on alert. AP

SC lets Fed’s 
Cook stay, backs 
Trump firings
WASHINGTON

THE Supreme Court on Monday 
dramatically expanded presidential 
power, upholding President Donald 
Trump’s authority to fire the heads 
of  independent federal agencies, 
while making an exception for the 
Federal Reserve.

The court allowed Federal Re-
serve governor Lisa Cook to remain 
in office while she challenges 
Trump’s attempt to dismiss her over 
mortgage fraud allegations, which 
she denies. But the justices ruled 
that presidents may remove heads 
of  most independent agencies de-
spite federal laws requiring cause 
for such dismissals, overturning a 
91-year-old precedent that had lim-
ited executive authority. Chief  Jus-
tice John Roberts wrote that such 
protections were “contrary to the 
separation of  powers enshrined in 
the Constitution”. The ruling ap-
plies to agencies including the Fed-
eral Trade Commission. AP

Hormuz traffic drops after 
fresh exchange of strikes

LONDON: Traffic through the Strait of 
Hormuz slowed over the weekend after 

a vessel was struck and renewed 
US-Iran exchanges strained their 
preliminary peace deal. Maritime 
tracker Kpler recorded 29 vessels 

crossing on Saturday and 12 on Sunday, 
down sharply from 70 on Wednesday.

Residents walk through the rubble after what 
Taliban officials said were Pakistani airstrikes 
a day earlier that killed civilians |  AP

GOVERNMENT OF ODISHA
OFFICE OF THE CHIEF CONSTRUCTION ENGINEER,

CENTRAL RURAL WORKS CIRCLE, BHUBANESWAR
No. 3687 /Date.25.06.2026

NOT ICE
FOR PRADHAN MANTRI GRAM SADAK YOJANA (PMGSY)

NATIONAL COMPETITIVE BIDDING THROUGH "e"-Procurement
Bid identification No. Tender-Online-C.C.-10 of 2026

The Chief Construction Engineer, Central Rural Works Circle, Bhubaneswar on 
behalf of Odisha State Rural Road Agency invites the percentage rate bids in elec-
tronic tendering system for construction of roads & Bridges under Pradhan Mantri 
Gram Sadak Yojana [PMGSY-IV (B-I)] in the District of Khordha for 07 (Seven) Nos. 
of Packages with estimated cost totaling to Rs.13.45Cr. including their maintenance 
for five years from the eligible contractors registered with State PWD / CPWD / MES / 
Railways. The registered bidder of outside Odisha, can also participate in this process, 
but shall have to subsequently undergo registration with the appropriate authority of the 
State Govt. preferably within a month of the deadline for bid submission, but prior to 
signing of the contract.
Date of release of Invitation for Bids through e-procurement. Dtd. 03.07.2026
Availability of Bid Documents and mode of submission: The bid document is avail-
able online and should be submitted online in www.pmgsytenders.gov.in. The bidder 
would be required to register in the web- site which is free of cost. For submission of the 
bids, the bidder is required to have a valid Digital Signature Certificate (DSC) from one 
of the authorized Certifying Authorities.
The bidder shall transfer online the EMD @ 2% of the amount as specified for the 
work in the table Col No. 10 in the Annexure of NIT.
Last Date/ Time for receipt of bids through e-procurement: 17.07.2026 upto 5.30 P.M
For further details and corrigendum (if any) please log on to 
www.pmgsytenders.gov.in.

25001/576/2627

Sd/- Chief Construction Engineer
Central Rural Works Circle, BhubaneswarOIPR-25001/25082/1/26-27/0010
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