
 HAVING A BALL
Children play an energetic game of beach football  on the muddy shores of Valiathura Beach as monsoon showers lash 

Thiruvananthapuram on Sunday| ALBIN MATHEW

03 VELLORE newindianexpress com

NEWS UPDATE FROM TN

Twitter @ xpresstn

‘TNIE Tamilnadu’ @ xpresstn

MONDAY29�06�2026

Naidu calls to revive joint family system
E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E 
@ Vijayawada

LAUDING the greatness of  the 
traditional Indian joint family 
system, Chief  Minister N Chan-
drababu Naidu has underlined 
the need for its revival to up-
hold values in society. “The 
joint family system is one of  
our greatest strengths. Grand-
parents and other family mem-
bers in a joint family system 
help shape children with val-
ues, besides extending emo-
tional support,” Naidu said. 

The CM administered polio 
drops to children as part of   the 
Pulse Polio Immunisation Pro-
gramme at his camp office in 
Undavalli on Sunday. 

Later, he  interacted with 
children and their parents, and 
enquired about their health, 
vaccination status and upbring-
ing. He urged parents to ensure 
that children receive all gov-
ernment-recommended vacci-
nations on time to safeguard 
their health. Officials of  the 
Health and Family Welfare De-
partment informed the Chief  
Minister that the State aims to 
administer polio drops to ap-
proximately 4.92 million chil-
dren below the age of  five dur-

ing the three-day Pulse Polio 
campaign.

During his interaction with 
families, Naidu asked parents 
about the challenges of  raising 
children, especially in house-
holds where both parents are 
working. He stressed that child 
care should not be considered 
solely the mother’s responsibil-
ity, and called upon fathers to 
actively participate in raising 
children. “Fathers and other 
family members must share 
the responsibility of  bringing 
up children. Parenting should 

never be left entirely to moth-
ers,” he said.

The CM observed that soci-
etal attitudes towards having 
more children are changing, 
and stressed that children 
should be viewed as a source of  
joy and strength rather than a 
burden. Reiterating his govern-
ment’s commitment to encour-
age large families, Naidu said it 
is creating awareness among 
people about the importance of  
having two or more children 
and promoting a family-friend-
ly social environment.

Leopard kills 
horse in Ooty, 
owners alerted
E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E  @ Nilgiris

A leopard killed a horse near VC Colo-
ny in Finger Post, behind the Udaga-
mandalam North Forest Range Office, 
on Saturday. Following this, officials of  
the Nilgiris Forest Division have once 
again instructed horse owners to keep 
their horses safe by tying them inside 
sheds to prevent escalation of  human-
animal conflict.

“We have confirmed that the horse 
was attacked and killed by a leopard, as 
it had leopard bite marks on its neck. 
The big cat had also consumed portions 
of  the horse’s body from the rear. The 
horse was relatively young and is esti-
mated to have been around seven years 
old. It had been roaming inside the for-
est. Since the area near VC Colony has 
a significant leopard presence, people 
are aware of  the risk,” said a forest of-
ficial. “Despite knowing about the pres-
ence of  leopards, locals continue to 
leave their horses unattended, thereby 
facilitating human-animal conflict. As 
we will impose a fine and take action 
against the owner for allowing the 
horse to stray into the forest, no one has 
come forward to claim ownership of  
the animal,” the official added.

DKS warns of ban on gutka 
if it’s laced with narcotics
Our goal is to make Karnataka a drug-free state, says chief minister

E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E 
@Bengaluru

KARNATAKA Chief  Minister 
DK Shivakumar on Sunday 
said the state government will 
ban the sale of  pan masala, gut-
ka and similar chewing tobacco 
products if  they are found to 
contain narcotic substances.

At the 31st Foundation Day 
celebrations of  the Rajiv Gan-
dhi University of  Health Sci-
ences (RGUHS) and the Nasha 
Mukt Bharat Conclave at Kan-
teerava Stadium, he said creat-
ing a drug-free Karnataka is 
one of  his government’s fore-
most priorities.

Shivakumar said he has no-
ticed some people getting high 
by consuming pan masala, gut-
ka and other tobacco products. 
“I want to warn all manufactur-
ers. The government may lose 
some `100 crore. But if  it is 
found that even a small amount 
of  drugs is being added in your 
products, I will see that these 
products are banned in Karna-
taka. You (manufacturers) 
should be very cautious. Our 
goal is to make Karnataka a 
drug-free state,” he warned.

Vice-President CP Rad-
hakrishnan said strong will-
power is the only way to com-
pletely eradicate drug abuse. 
He said the vision of  a Nasha 
Mukt Bharat extends beyond 
eliminating drugs and seeks to 

ensure healthy families across 
the country.

Describing health as one of  a 
nation’s greatest assets, he said 
economic growth, innovation, 
productivity and social harmo-
ny depend on the well-being of  
citizens. Every young person 
lost to addiction represents not 
only a personal tragedy, but 
also a loss to society, as sub-
stance abuse destroys health, 
disrupts families and weakens 
the nation’s human capital, he 
added.

He said the fight against 
drugs should not be viewed 
merely as a law-and-order issue 

but as a social responsibility 
requiring the participation of  
families, educational institu-
tions, healthcare organisations, 
community groups and civil 
society.

Governor Thaawar Chand 
Gehlot appreciated RGUHS de-
cision to combine the anti-drug 
campaign with the promotion 
of  organ donation. He de-
scribed drug abuse as a serious 
threat to families, communities 
and the nation’s future, while 
calling organ donation one of  
the noblest acts of  human com-
passion. He also congratulated 
RGUHS, the Disha Bodh Foun-
dation and the Narcotics Con-
trol Bureau for organising the 
programme.

Delivering the endowment 
lecture, Andhra Pradesh Gov-
ernor and former Supreme 
Court judge Justice S Abdul 
Nazeer said a society cannot be 
considered just or prosperous 
if  a large section of  its people 
remains deprived of  healthcare 
services.

Over 25,000 students from 
RGUHS-affiliated colleges par-
ticipated in the programme 
and took a pledge to serve as 
ambassadors for a drug-free In-
dia. Vice-Chancellor Dr Bhaga-
van BC administered the 
pledge. Former vice-chancellor 
S Kantha and other retired 
vice-chancellors were felicitat-
ed during the event. 

ASSAULT ON ED OFFICIALS CASE

Pleader made respondent amid bail row
E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E  @T’Puram

IN an unprecedented move, the 
government has decided to list 
district pleader T Geena Ku-
mari as a respondent when it 
moves the Kerala High Court 
against the bail granted to an 
accused in the case related to 
the attack on Enforcement Di-
rectorate (ED) personnel dur-
ing last month’s raids on Lead-
er of  Opposition Pinarayi 
Vijayan’s residence in Thiru-
vananthapuram. Geena was on 
Sunday removed as district 
pleader and the charge given to 
additional district pleader A R 
Shaji. 

Hareesh Kumar, the ninth ac-

cused, was granted bail after 
Geena informed the district 
court that his custody was not 
required as the probe was past 
the crucial stage. This argu-
ment contradicted the police 
stand that Hareesh’s custody 
was indispensable.

After bail was granted, the 
police took a stern view of  the 
pleader’s conduct and informed 
the government that it cannot 
proceed with the investigation 
and court proceedings with the 
same pleader. Sources in the 
government said that making 
Geena, a former state vice-pres-
ident of  SFI who was appointed 
the district pleader by the pre-
vious LDF administration, as 

one of  the respondents in the 
appeal was unprecedented, yet 
unavoidable.

“The police clearly informed 
her about its objection to the 
bail plea. Still, she misrepre-
sented facts, which could be 
construed as an act of  fraud, 
and facilitated in the accused 
getting bail. Since she is made 
a respondent, she will be sum-
moned by the court to explain 
her rationale for doing so,” the 
source said.

“In a case where there are 300 
accused, of  which only 25 have 
been arrested and two have fled 
the country, how can a public 
prosecutor take a stand that 
custody is not required and bail 

be granted? Forensic analysis 
of  the mobile phones of  the ar-
rested persons is yet to be over 
and the investigation is still in 
the infant stage,” said the 
source.

Meanwhile, former district 
government pleader A Santosh 
Kumar has been appointed as 
special public prosecutor in the 
case. He will appear for the 
state when the bail pleas of  oth-
er accused are considered by 
the additional district and ses-
s i o n s  c o u r t .  Fo l l ow i n g 
Hareesh’s bail, several arrested 
persons had transferred their 
bail petitions from the magis-
trate court to the district 
court.

Chief Minister DK Shivakumar speaks at 
the 31st foundation day celebration of 
Rajiv Gandhi University of Health and 
Science at Sree Kanteerava Stadium in 
Bengaluru on Sunday| EXPRESS

CM Nara Chandrababu Naidu at the pulse polio immunisation programme after 
administering polio drops to children at his camp office in Undavalli  |  EXPRESS

E X P R E S S  R E A D

60-year-old killed in 
suspected tiger attack 
COIMBATORE: A 60-year-old man 
was found dead in a suspected 
tiger attack at Moonu Kuttai 
village en route to Gobanari near 
Karamadai on Sunday. The 
deceased was identified as 
Velliangiri, a non-tribal resident of 
the village. Forest officials said 
Velliangiri, who regularly ventures 
into the forest, failed to return 
home on Saturday. On 
information, a forest staff team 
launched a search operation on 
Saturday evening, but called it off 
after nightfall owing to poor 
visibility. The search resumed on 
Sunday morning. At 1.30 pm, the 
team located Velliangiri’s partially 
consumed body inside dense 
bushes within the forest.  ENS

E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E  @ Vellore

AS part of  the National Pulse 
Polio Immunisation Drive, po-
lio drops were administered to 
children up to 5 years across 
the Vellore region.

In Ranipet, Cooperation Min-
ister V Gandhiraj inaugurated 
the campaign at the Arakkon-
am New Bus Stand. The cam-
paign was held from 7 am to 5 
pm, and 76,683 children were 
administered polio drops. The 
district set up 824 booths to car-
ry out this exercise. For the 
children who missed out, field 
workers will visit their houses 
directly from June 29 to July 4 
to administer the vaccine. 
Around 3,296 staff  and 111 vol-
unteers from the Departments 
of  Public Health, Education, 
Social Welfare, Revenue, Dis-
trict Child Protection Unit, 
Child Development and Nutri-
tion, Rural Development, Mu-
nicipalities and Women’s Self  
Help Groups were involved to 
carry out the immunisation.

In Tirupattur, District Reve-
nue Officer J Narayanan and 
Tirupattur Member of  Legisla-
tive Assembly Dr N Thirupathi 
inaugurated the drive. Polio 
drops were administered to 
89,005 children up to five years 
at all primary health centres, 
sub-health centres, government 
hospitals, and government nu-
tritious meal centres. There 
were 777 centres total, includ-
ing 653 rural centres and 124 
urban centres. Special arrange-
ments were also made to ad-
minister polio drops to children 
of  migrant workers and Sri 
Lankan Tamils.

DRO R Rampradeepan inau-
gurated the campaign at 
Vengikkal Community Hall in 
Tiruvannamalai. The district 
set up 1,945 special polio vac-
cine booths, including at gov-
ernment hospitals, primary 
health centres, schools and An-
ganwadi centres to administer 
polio drops.

A health worker administers oral polio 
drops to an infant on Sunday| S DINESH

Pulse polio 
drive covers 
165,000 kids 
in North TN

Vellore Kamban Kazhagam, in association with the Tamil Department 
of Voorhees College, celebrated the birth anniversary of the legendary 
Tamil poet and lyricist, Kaviyarasar Kannadasan, at a function held on 
Sunday. Dr K V Selvam, vice president of VIT and president of Vellore 
Kamban Kazhagam, presided over the programme | EXPRESS

Docu on Rajendra Chola 
selected for FETNA fest
E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E  @ Puducherry

THE documentary film, Mamannan Rajendra Cho-
lan, written and directed by documentary filmmak-
er R Ravi alias Gunavathi Mainthan, has been se-
lected for screening at the FETNA International 
Film Festival in the United States of  America.

The Federation of  Tamil Sangams of  North 
America (FETNA) will organise its 39th Tamil con-
vention on July 2, 3, and 4 at Edison, New Jersey. 
The convention is being conducted in association 
with more than 70 Tamil organisations from differ-
ent states in the USA. Organisers said over 5,000 
people are expected to participate in the events.

Mainthan, a native of  Puducherry, has directed 
several historical documentaries. He is currently 
working as Chief  Marketing Manager at Express 
Publications (Madurai) Private Limited.

Pallava-era sculptures 
discovered in V’puram
E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E  @ Villupuram 

ANCIENT Pallava-era sculptures of  Kotravai and Jyeshta 
Devi, believed to be around 1,200 years old, have been discov-
ered in Perani and Moongilpattu villages near Villupuram 
during a recent field study by historian and writer K Sengut-

tuvan. According to him, a stone sculp-
ture over five feet of  Kotravai, locally 
worshipped as Kali, was found at Perani. 
The eight-armed deity is depicted stand-
ing on a buffalo head. “The sculpture 
features a rare artistic element with a 
parrot resting on her raised right hand 
and a separately carved snake near her 
right leg, features not seen in over 100 
Kotravai sculptures documented in the 
district,” he said. At Moongilpattu, a 

stone sculpture worshipped as Annapoorani in the renovated 
Ramanatheeswarar temple was identified as Jyeshta Devi. It 
depicts the goddess seated gracefully with rich ornaments, 
accompanied by her son Manthan and daughter Manthi, re-
flecting the distinctive Pallava artistic style, he said.

Jyeshta Devi |  EXPRESS
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2026 – 2027 session (through Online mode only).
�� ����������������������������������������������
�� ����������� ������ ������ ��� ��������������� ��������� ������� ��������� ���� ������ ��������

Universities.
�� ��������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������

�������������������������������

���������������������������������������������������������������������������������

www.tnmedicalselection.org

Date of Commencement of online application  29.06.2026, 12.00 Noon

Last date for submission of online application Will be intimated later

CHANGE OF NAME
I, Given Name: RASIYA TABASUM 

Surname : ABDUL RABANI  
(Old Name) D/o. Abdul Rabani,  

date of birth: 12.11.2001,  
residing at Door No.20,  

Ramaswamy Muthaliyar Street, 
Vasanthapuram, Vellore, Vellore Taluk, 
Vellore District, Tamil Nadu - 632001. 

shall henceforth be known as  
Given Name: RASIYA THABUSAM 

Surname : ABDUL RABANI  
(New Name)

Vellore, Given Name: Rasiya Tabasum
27.06.2026 Surname: Abdul Rabani

WILLIAM SHAKESPEARE

WE KNOW  
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BUT KNOW  
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MAY BE


