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“We have achieved a historic victory through struggle. The students have dealt a decisive blow to the arrogance and 
high-handedness of the Union Government. It is a matter of great satisfaction that we stood with them from the 
very beginning. This victory, forged through their determined struggle in the scorching heat of Delhi, carries pro-
found significance. Its impact will continue to resonate, shaking many more bastions of power in the days ahead.”
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THREE ‘UNDERCOVER’
Pedestrians sharing an umbrella as they cross a rain-soaked road amid an  

evening shower at Jos Junction on Monday night |  T P SOORAJ 

E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E  @Kochi

A HUGE reduction in the plan 
allocation for Kochi corpora-
tion — around `110 crore — in 
the state budget for financial 
year 2026-27 led to an uproar by 
the CPM-led opposition in the 
council on Monday.

A resolution moved by LDF 
councillors K J Basil and Eliza-
beth Teacher, demanding the 
state government revise the re-
duced plan fund allocation, 
sparked a debate. However, it 
was rejected by the Congress-
led council. The resolution was 
moved after the development 
fund was reduced to `23.67 
crore from ̀ 133.34 crore, result-
ing in a reduction of  `109.67 
crore from last year. 

“The matter should not be 
politicised. `23.67 crore is not 
enough to carry out the devel-
opment projects in the city, and 
it will affect all 76 divisions in 

the local body. The state gov-
ernment’s reduction in the 
plan allocation must be re-
versed. It is incorrect to claim 
that the loss can simply be com-
pensated through the finance 
commission grant,” said V A 
Sreejith, the leader of  the 
opposition. 

At the same time, Mayor V K 
Minimol argued that with Un-

ion government grants yet to 
be received, the corporation 
would be able to maintain a 
balance. 

“We expect to receive around 
`168 crore in grants. Transport 
and waterlogging are our top 
priorities. The amount we re-
ceive will be utilised to resolve 
such issues, and `50 lakh will 
be allocated to all divisions for 

the same,” she said. 
BJP councillors too demand-

ed that the resolution be passed, 
demanding the state govern-
ment restore the reduced plan 
fund allocation. 

However, following the de-
bate, the council, through vot-
ing, decided to reject the reso-
lution and write to the chief  
minister and the state govern-
ment on increasing the amount. 
The mayor had earlier written 
to the chief  minister, express-
ing concerns over the reduced 
plan fund allocation. 

Meanwhile, V P Chandran, 
the councillor representing 
Vyttila division, urged the local 
body to focus on revenue gen-
eration to increase its own 
funds. 

“We need to ensure proper 
tax collection in the city. The 
move to issue municipal bonds 
and green bonds can help in-
crease the funds,” he said. 

Plan fund cut sparks uproar in corp; 
Cong rejects LDF’s revision demand
Mayor says Union government grants yet to be received, will be able to maintain a balance 

Minor alleges 
assault by four 
schoolmates
E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E @Kochi 

A 16-year-old student has lodged 
a police complaint on Monday 
alleging that he was assaulted 
by four fellow students near 
Bright School at Valakom in 
Ernakulam following a previ-
ous verbal altercation. 

Based on the complaint, the 
Muvattupuzha police have reg-
istered a case against the four 
students under various sec-
tions of  BNS.

According to the FIR, the in-
cident occurred around 4.30 pm 
on July 17 in a lane near Bright 
School, close to St Stephen HSS, 
Valakom. 

The complainant alleged that 
the students stopped him on 
the way, verbally abused him 
and physically assaulted him 
by punching on his face and 
kicking in stomach. He further 
alleged that the four of  them 
threatened him while he was 
leaving the spot. The police 
have identified the students, all 
natives of  Valakom. 

F109.67 cr reduction
� A resolution moved by LDF 
councillors demanded the 
state government revise the 
reduced plan fund allocation

� The resolution was 
moved after the 
development fund 
was reduced to C23.67 
crore from C133.34 
crore, resulting in a 
reduction of C109.66 
crore from last year

3 held for assaulting youths in Thrikkakara
E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E  
@Kochi 

THRIKKAKARA police on Sunday 
arrested three persons accused of  as-
saulting three youths at NGO Quar-
ters junction in Kakkanad in the ear-
ly hours of  the day. The accused were 
apprehended while returning from 
Kozhikode, where they had allegedly 
gone after the incident.

The arrested have been identified 
as Shefin of  Kalamassery, Fahad of  
Pookkattupady, and Videesh, who is 
from Kozhikode. According to the po-

lice, Shefin, the first accused, is 
trained in martial arts. Investigators 
are examining all aspects of  the as-
sault. The first and second accused 
have previous criminal records and 
are suspected to be associates of  
gangsters. 

The incident occurred around 2 am 
after a verbal altercation between the 
occupants of  a car and three youths 
walking along the road escalated into 
violence. The accused allegedly as-
saulted the victims before fleeing the 
scene.

The injured were identified as Mu-
hammed Shafi, Nizam and Praveen 
Kumar, all residents of  Vazhakkala. 
One of  them suffered critical head 
injuries and is under treatment.

Thrikkakara police then launched 
an investigation, analysing CCTV 
footage and other evidence. 

Verbal row turned violent
The incident occurred around 2 am after 

a verbal altercation between the 
occupants of a car and three youths 

walking along the road escalated  
into violence

Chamber of Commerce 
hosts interactive session  
E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E  @Kochi 

THE Indian Chamber of  Com-
merce and Industry organised 
an interactive session titled 
“When Success isn’t Enough” 
featuring ISKCON convenor 
and motivational speaker Nity-
anand Charan Das.

In his address, Nityanand 
Charan emphasised that while 
success is universally sought 
after, the ultimate goal of  life is 
happiness — a state rooted in 
inner peace and a strong spir-

itual foundation. Through hu-
mour, engaging stories, and 
practical examples, he shared 
five simple mantras for happi-
ness — serve selflessly, practise 
gratitude, focus on needs rath-
er than wants, avoid hurting 
others, and stay connected to 
the divine.

Indian Chamber of  Com-
merce and Industry president 
Rajkumar Gupta delivered the 
presidential address, while 
Chirag J Shah proposed the 
vote of  thanks.

41-year-old police 
officer reported 
missing, search on
E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E  @Kochi 

A 41-year-old civil police officer attached to the 
Vadakkekkara police station has been reported 
missing. The missing officer is Anjith, a native 
of  Kuzhuppilly. According to police, he left his 
residence at Kuzhupilly around 9am on Satur-
day and failed to return, following which his 
wife filed a missing complaint with the Mu-
nambam police.

Police have registered a case 
and launched an investigation 
to trace him. During the probe, 
officers found that Anjith had 
travelled towards Kodungallur 
region. Though his mobile 

phone was switched off  for most 
of  the day, he reportedly turned it 

on briefly to inform his family that he was safe 
and would return home. 

Preliminary investigation indicates that An-
jith had left home following a dispute. Police 
said he had left home on previous occasions af-
ter family disagreements but had returned 
shortly thereafter. Search efforts are 
continuing.

KUFOS holds marine 
awareness event
Kochi: The department of 
marine biosciences at 
KUFOS on Monday 
organised Blue Horizon, a
marine awareness and 
outreach programme for 
school students. The 
programme provided higher 
secondary students of 
Vidyodaya School, 
Thevakkal, with an  
exposure to the field of 
marine biology. The 
programme included an 
introduction to the marine 
biology laboratories, career 
guidance sessions on marine 
science courses, research 
opportunities, and career 
prospects. 

Missing girl found  
in Kanyakumari
Kochi: The 16-year-old girl 
who went missing from 
Edathala in Aluva last week 
has been found in 
Kanyakumari, the police 
said on Monday, adding that 
she has been brought back 
to Kerala. The girl was 
reported missing on 
Saturday, following which 
the Aluva West police 
launched an investigation. 
The police eventually 
tracked her down in 
Kanyakumari. 

Ghanashyama 
Sandhya tomorrow
Kochi: Ghanashyama 
Sandhya 2026, a musical 
event will be organised in 
Kochi on Wednesday, to 
celebrate the birthday of 
singer and music composer 
M G Radhakrishnan. The 
event, organised by the M G 
Radhakrishnan Foundation, 
will have a musical 
performance led by 
composer M G Sreekumar 
and will honour 
Ousepachan. 
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