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Pending micro-plan funds release: 
Landslide survivors stage protest
E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E 
@Kalpetta

SURVIVORS of  the Mundakkai-
Chooralmala landslide staged a 
protest on Monday, alleging 
that the government had failed 
to release funds under the mi-
cro-plan scheme intended 
to provide them with 
livelihood support.

The gover nment 
had announced finan-
cial assistance of  up to 
`2 lakh for implement-
ing livelihood projects. 
However, the protesters alleged 
that many had not received the 
promised amount.

The affected families gath-
ered outside the Kudumbashree 
office in Kalpetta and raised 
slogans against the govern-
ment. They later held discus-

sions with Agriculture Minis-
ter T Siddique. The protest was 
called off  after the minister as-
sured them that the issue would 
be resolved within a week.

The protesters said they were 
tired of  making repeated visits 
to government offices and ac-

cused officials of  delaying 
the process and creating 
unnecessary confusion.

Responding to the 
protest, Siddique an-
nounced that a uniform 

emergency financial as-
sistance of  `2 lakh would 

be distributed to all eligible 
beneficiaries within a week.

“An emergency meeting has 
been convened on Tuesday to 
discuss the issue. The govern-
ment has taken the matter seri-
ously, and a total of  `9 crore is 
required. So far, ̀ 4.14 crore has 

been distributed to 290 benefi-
ciaries under various schemes. 
Following complaints about 
beneficiaries receiving differ-
ent amounts, it has been decid-
ed to provide `2 lakh each to 
everyone in a uniform manner. 
The district collector and sen-
ior officials have been directed 
to take immediate steps to im-

plement the decision,” the min-
ister said.

The minister also said the 
district collector had been in-
structed to convene an emer-
gency meeting of  bank repre-
sentatives following complaints 
that pledged gold had not been 
returned even after financial 
assistance was credited to ben-
eficiaries’ accounts. Affected 
families have also been asked 
to submit written complaints 
so that the government can ad-
dress the issue. The matter will 
be discussed at Tuesday’s meet-
ing, he added.

Siddique said the govern-
ment was addressing the con-
cerns of  the disaster victims 
with utmost seriousness and 
urged beneficiaries to submit 
their micro plans under the rel-
evant schemes without delay.

Applications 
invited for  
distance courses
E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E 
@Malappuram  

ALIGARH Muslim University 
(AMU) centre, Malappuram, 
has invited applications for 
various degree, postgraduate, 
certificate, and diploma pro-
grammes for the academic year 
2026-27. 

Offered through the Centre 
for Distance and Online Educa-
tion (CDOE), these flexible dis-
tance and online courses are 
tailored for students and work-
ing professionals to pursue 
higher education while manag-
ing career and personal 
commitments. 

The initiative aims to make 
quality education accessible 
and affordable. 

Those interested can apply 
online at www.cdoeamu.ac.in 
or contact 9778100801 for 
details.

Coconut oil mill gutted in Koz; no casualties reported
E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E 
@Kozhikode 

A fire broke out at Renuka Oil 
Mill in West Mahe, near Bey-
pore, on Sunday night, reduc-
ing a major portion of  the man-
ufacturing unit to ashes. Fire 
and Rescue Services officials 
battled the blaze for over eight 
hours before bringing it under 
control on Monday.

The fire was reported around 
10.30pm on Sunday, with pre-
liminary information suggest-
ing the blaze began in the sec-
tion where coconut oil was 
being produced. The flames 
spread through the premises, 
which contained large quanti-
ties of  dried copra, coconut oil, 
copra cakes, and other combus-
tible stock.

A copra-drying facility that 
used firewood is also suspected 
to have been among the areas 
where the fire originated. The 
presence of  large quantities of  
oil and dried coconut intensi-
fied the blaze, allowing it to 

spread rapidly across the mill.
A heavy goods vehicle parked 

inside the premises was also 
destroyed. Several major ma-
chines used in the production 
process were damaged or com-
pletely gutted. The mill’s oil 
tanks and large stocks of  raw 
materials were among the key 
losses reported from the site.

The fire was first noticed by
migrant workers staying at a 
nearby rented accommodation, 
who saw smoke rising from the 

premises and alerted others. 
Fire and Rescue Services offic-
ers from the Meenchanda sta-
tion reached the location soon 
after the alarm was raised.

As flames continued to 
spread, Fire and Rescue Serv-
ices units from several stations 
in Kozhikode and Malappuram 
district were mobilised. Around 
15 units were deployed at vari-
ous stages of  the operation. 
Rescue personnel faced a diffi-
cult task as the mill had large  

quantities of  highly flammable 
coconut oil and dried copra.

The fire also caused concern 
among residents living in the 
surrounding area. Representa-
tives of  a local merchants’ or-
ganisation said rescue person-
nel succeeded in preventing the 
flames from reaching nearby 
houses within about two hours 
of  beginning the operation. 
However, thick smoke contin-
ued to envelop the area for sev-
eral hours, causing considera-
ble discomfort to residents.

No employees were present 
at the mill at the time of  the in-
cident as it was a holiday. This 
helped prevent any casualties, 
and no injuries have been re-
ported so far.

The unit, which has been op-
erating for nearly 25 years, was 
established as a small self-em-
ployment venture by two entre-
preneurs from the Beypore 
coastal region. The business 
gradually grew into a function-
ing coconut oil manufacturing 
unit.

Uniform emergency assistance of D2L will be distributed to all beneficiaries in a week: Min 

Protest called off 
after min intervention 

The families gathered 
outside the Kudumbashree 
office in Kalpetta and raised 
slogans against the 
government. The protest was 
called off after Agriculture 
Minister T Siddique promised 
that the issue would be 
resolved within a week

PERSON ON DUTY!
A worker digging a pit in the middle of the road to repair a burst pipe that had been leaking for weeks  

at O P Raman Road, Civil  Station |  VINCENT PULICKAL

Renuka Oil  Mill  in West Mahe, near Beypore, that was gutted on Sunday

INL urges public to 
resist ‘sa�ronisation’ 

of Waqf Board
Kozhikode: The Indian National 

League (INL) state committee 
has urged the public to resist 
attempts by the RSS and the 

ruling UDF-led government to 
implement a “saffron agenda” 

and dissolve the state waqf 
board. Addressing a press 

conference, INL leadership 
accused Chief Minister V D 

Satheesan and the Muslim 
League of playing opportunistic 
politics that ultimately benefit 
Sangh parivar forces. The party 

expressed concern over recent 
amendments affecting waqf 

assets and religious autonomy. 
Additionally, INL announced 
plans to observe August 1 to 

August 15 as “Freedom 
protection Days” to safeguard 
secularism and minority rights 

against growing communal 
threats. 

Coop bank branch 
manager found dead 
near home
Kozhikode: P K Ganeesh Kumar, 
50, manager of the Thaleekkara 
branch of Kakkattil Co-operative 
Bank and a CPM activist, was 
found dead at a reading room 
near his residence on Monday 
morning. Ganeesh was a 
member of the CPM local 
committee. After the recent 
local body elections, he was 
removed from his organisational 
responsibilities. He was also 
serving as the area secretary of 
the Karshaka Sangham. 
According to the police, the 
possibility that financial 
difficulties contributed to his 
death is being examined. 
However, officials have not 
reached any final conclusion. 
The Kuttiady police conducted 
the inquest proceedings and 
subsequently sent the body for 
a postmortem examination.

E X P R E S S  R E A D

CPI(M) Keralam @CPIMKerala
“We have achieved a historic victory through struggle. The students have dealt a decisive blow to the arrogance and 
high-handedness of the Union Government. It is a matter of great satisfaction that we stood with them from the 
very beginning. This victory, forged through their determined struggle in the scorching heat of Delhi, carries pro-
found significance. Its impact will continue to resonate, shaking many more bastions of power in the days ahead.”
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