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Coordinated action key to enforcing 
new solid waste mgmt rules, says CM
E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E  @T’Puram 

CHIEF Minister V D Satheesan 
on Monday stressed the need 
for coordinated action by all 
government departments and 
local self-government institu-
tions for the effective imple-
mentation of  the Solid Waste 
Management Rules, 2026, high-
lighting scientific waste man-
agement remains one of  state’s 
top development priorities.

Inaugurating the state-level 
launch of  regional workshops 
on the new rules, organised by 
the Kerala State Pollution Con-
trol Board in the capital, the 
chief  minister said that Kerala, 
with its high population densi-
ty, cannot afford to delay the 
adoption of  scientific waste 
processing and disposal 
systems.

Calling for a change in public 
behaviour, Satheesan said hab-
its such as littering in public 
places must end if  Kerala is to 
become a truly green state.  
“Maintaining social cleanli-
ness should become the respon-

sibility of  every citizen, extend-
ing beyond personal hygiene,” 
he said.

While acknowledging the 
progress made in waste man-
agement, the CM said the state 
still has a long way to go. He 
urged residents’ associations 
and other community organi-
sations to actively participate 
in waste management initia-
tives. He said that the govern-
ment would not permit unsci-

entific waste processing 
methods or entertain false 
claims of  waste treatment by 
firms operating without proper 
scientific mechanisms. He also 
called for comprehensive waste 
management projects to be im-
plemented in every district, 
with municipalities and pan-
chayats jointly developing mod-
el initiatives to ensure strict 
implementation of  the Solid 
Waste Management Rules.

Vanchiyoor murder was  
pre-planned, say police
E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E  @T’Puram

POLICE have confirmed that 
the murder of  Chambakkada 
native Visakh in front of  his 
house near Kaithamukku on 
Sunday was pre-planned and 
stemmed from a fallout based 
on a boundary dispute between 
the families of  the victim and 
the prime accused.

Shankhumukham assist-
ant commissioner Alex-
ander Thankachan said 
all four people involved 
in the attack on Visakh 
have been arrested and 
all of  them have crimi-
nal antecedents.

The prime accused Pra-
deep aka Pathu Pradeep, the of-
ficer said, was involved in at 
least seven cases and had been 
detained under KAAPA. His 
criminal activities were all pri-
or to 2013, the officer said. The 
second accused Vineeth was in-
volved in a murder case, while 
third accused Nazeer Khan has 
five criminal cases. Shivapras-
ad, the fourth accused, has 
about a dozen criminal cases. 
Nazeer and Shivaprasad have 
been included in the rowdy list 
of  Pettah and Vizhinjam police, 
respectively.

Visakh’s family had earlier 

accused the police of  overlook-
ing their complaint that there 
was threat to Visakh’s life from 
Pradeep. Visakh had earlier at-
tacked Pradeep for which he 
was arrested for an attempt to 
murder and remanded in judi-
cial custody. The police howev-
er denied the allegation and 
said the victim’s mother had 
written to the police that there 

was no threat to her son’s 
life. 

The immediate provo-
cation for the cold-
blooded murder, which 
was captured by CCTV 
cameras, was Visakh 

damaging Pradeep’s 
brother’s vehicle recently. 

The police said machetes and a 
vehicle were arranged on the 
eve of the murder and that 
proved it was a pre-planned 
murder. It was from the CCTV 
visuals that the cops identified 
all the culprits. The visuals re-
vealed the crime committed by 
the group in a car that tailed 
Visakh, who ran a laundry, 
while he was heading home.

The gang got out of  the car 
and chased Visakh down before 
repeatedly hacking him down 
with machetes. Though he was 
taken to a hospital, doctors de-
clared him dead. 

Urbanisation shrinks Akkulam Lake 
by nearly half over 3 decades: Study
Degradation of wetland system has increased city’s vulnerability to urban flooding, it warns

S H A I N U  M O H A N  @T’Puram 

THREE decades of  rapid urban-
isation has reduced Akkulam 
Lake’s open water spread by 
nearly half  and wiped out over 
80% of  the surrounding wet-
land system, significantly weak-
ening one of  Thiruvanan-
thapuram’s most important 
natural flood buffers, a new 
peer-reviewed study has found.

Published in the journal Dis-
cover Cities, the study warns 
that the continued degradation 
of  the Akkulam-Veli wetland 
system has substantially in-
creased the city’s vulnerability 
to urban flooding, with the Oc-
tober 2023 inundation serving 
as an early warning of  what 
could become more frequent un-
der a changing climate.

The study, by spouses Sarun S 
of  the Centre for Disaster Stud-
ies, Sree Sankaracharya Uni-
versity of  Sanskrit,  and 
Vineetha P of  Kerala Universi-
ty’s Inter-University Centre for 
Geo-spatial Information Science 
and Technology (IUCGIST), an-
alysed satellite imagery and ge-
ospatial data from 1995 to 2023.

It found that Akkulam Lake’s 

open water area shrank from 
2.73 sqkm in 1995 to 1.46 sqkm in 
2023, while the overall Akku-
lam-Veli wetland system de-
clined by 81%, from 12.78 sqkm 
to just 2.38 sqkm.

According to the researchers, 
the wetland is the backbone of  
the capital’s natural drainage 
network, receiving runoff  from 
streams including Kannam-
moola, Kulathoor, Amay-
izhanjan and Sreekaryam. Be-
sides storing excess stormwater 
during heavy rains, it recharges 
groundwater, regulates the local 
microclimate and supports bio-
diversity. “The wetland is not 
just the waterbody that people 
see. It includes the surrounding 
marshlands, streams and con-
nected landscape that together 
perform critical ecological func-

tions. Once this network is frag-
mented, the city gradually loses 
its natural defence against 
floods,” said Sarun.

The researchers attribute the 
degradation to sustained urban-
expansion projects across the 
wetland’s catchment, including 
NH 66 bypass widening, Techn-
opark expansion, and other 
large commercial and residen-
tial developments along the Ka-
zhakkoottam-bypass corridor.

“Every city should be planned 
around its most significant geo-
graphical feature if  develop-
ment is to remain sustainable. 
In Thiruvananthapuram,  
however, almost every major in-
frastructure project has come 
up within the Akkulam  
wetland catchment, fragment-
ing the ecosystem instead of  

conserving it,” Sarun said.
The researchers found that 

average hill elevations in the 
catchment have dropped from 
around 60 metres in 2001 to 
nearly 52 metres in 2023, allow-
ing rainwater to flow much fast-
er into low-lying areas.

Sarun cautioned against 
viewing the 2023 floods as a one-
off. “Extreme rainfall events are 
becoming more frequent. The 
only sustainable way to reduce 
urban flooding is through na-
ture-based solutions, and wet-
lands are central to that. Many 
developed countries are creat-
ing artificial wetlands under 
the sponge-city concept. Thiru-
vananthapuram already has a 
natural system, but we are 
steadily degrading it,” he said.

Vineetha said a sharp ecologi-
cal decline within the wetland 
has reduced the lake’s water 
spread. “I am a Thiruvanan-
thapuram native who passes by 
the lake almost every day. The 
biodiversity has declined and 
migratory birds that once fre-
quented the Akkulam-Veli wet-
land have largely disappeared. 
We need to protect whatever is 
left,” she said. 

Visually impaired persons 
try out smart canes during 
a programme organised 
by Kerala Federation 
of the Blind (KFB) in 
Thiruvananthapuram on 
Monday. As many as 200 
partially and fully blind 
people received a smart 
walking cane as part of the 
free distribution organised 
by state committee, in 
collaboration with Torchit 
Foundation and sponsored 
by Hyundai India Insurance 
Broking Company under its 
CSR initiative |  ALBIN MATHEW

COMPASSION REMEMBERED
Chief Minister V D Satheesan distributing medical aid during an event to observe the third death anniversary of former CM 

Oommen Chandy organised by the Kerala Secretariat Association at Central Stadium on Monday |  B P DEEPU

RECOMMENDATIONS
The study recommends 
restoring degraded marshes, 
protecting laterite hillocks, 
reconnecting natural drainage 
channels and incorporating 
nature-based planning 
measures into future urban 
development.

Drug tip-off 
unearths loan 
fraud racket

Irregularities 
in PSC: SIT to 
take crucial 
call today

E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E  @T’Puram

A TIP-OFF about suspected 
drug trade ended up blowing 
the lid off  a loan app fraud 
racket run by fraudsters in 
Thiruvananthapuram on Mon-
day. A Sreekaryam police offi-
cial said more than 10 persons, 
all hailing from northern states 
including Uttar Pradesh, have 
been detained.

“The police received tip-off  
that some migrants were sell-
ing drugs in the area,” said the 
officer. A search conducted as 
part of  Operation Toofan un-
covered the racket. More than 
50 computers were confiscated 
from the possession of  the ap-
prehended persons, whose ar-
rests have not been recorded 
yet.

“Preliminary analysis re-
veals that the racket’s victims 
are foreigners, from countries 
including the US. However, it is 
too early to comment on the ex-
tent of  the scam. The culprits 
were nabbed in a joint opera-
tion by the Sreekaryam police 
and the DANSAF team,” a 
Sreekaryam police official said, 
adding that the officers are col-
lecting and analysing digital 
evidence from all confiscated 
devices, following which fur-
ther proceedings, including ar-
rest, shall be recorded. Evi-
dence collection continued 
until late night in the gang’s op-
eration centre at Sreekaryam. 

E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E  @T’Puram

THE  SIT conducting a prelimi-
nary inquiry on allegations of  
PSC exam irregularities will 
review the evidence it has col-
lected so far on Tuesday. The 
SIT members will convene and 
take a call on whether to regis-
ter a case in the issue.

Sources said IG Ajeetha Be-
gum, who is heading the team 
and is on a short leave, will re-
turn to office on Tuesday, after 
which the matter will be taken 
up for discussion. The evidence 
collected so far has corroborat-
ed allegations of  irregularities. 
But whether this was con-
sciously committed or hap-
pened inadvertently is yet to be 
ascertained, a source pointed 
out. After judging the evidence, 
the SIT will seek a legal opin-
ion on the matter as it would 
explore the charges possible 
against the office-bearers or 
staff  of  the PSC. 

Chief Minister V D Satheesan interacts with Mayor V V Rajesh at the statewide 
inauguration of workshops on solid waste management on Monday. Electricity 
Minister Sunny Joseph is also seen |  ALBIN MATHEW

CPI(M) Keralam @CPIMKerala
“We have achieved a historic victory through struggle. The students have dealt a decisive blow to the arrogance and 
high-handedness of the Union Government. It is a matter of great satisfaction that we stood with them from the 
very beginning. This victory, forged through their determined struggle in the scorching heat of Delhi, carries pro-
found significance. Its impact will continue to resonate, shaking many more bastions of power in the days ahead.”
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