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Malfunction of musical fountain at

Vazhani Dam triggers YCagitation

Seeks comprehensive vigilance inquiry into the quality of construction, contract procedures

MK SAJEEVKUMAR @Guruvayur

THE controversy surrounding
the musical water fountain at
Vazhani Dam has resurfaced
after the installation — built at
a cost of %6 crore from the
MLA’s Asset Development Fund
— hasremained non-functional
for more than two years.

Alleging serious irregulari-
ties and corruption in the exe-
cution and implementation of
the project, a Youth Congress
team led by national secretary
P N Vaishakh visited the site on
Monday and demanded a vigi-
lance investigation.

The delegation included
Youth Congress leaders Aneesh
Kandanmattil and Thekkum-
kara panchayat members Maya
Sunil, Sharath, and V J Jamal.
After inspecting the site, the
leaders alleged that the foun-
tain’s water jets, electrical sys-
tems, and control equipment
had been left unused for years
and were now rusting and
deteriorating.

Speaking to the media after
the visit, Vaishakh alleged that
a project constructed with
crores of rupees of public mon-
ey had failed to provide any
meaningful benefit. He de-
manded a comprehensive vigi-
lance inquiry into the quality

Musical water fountain at Vazhani Dam in ruins | express
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was utilised from the MLA’s Asset
Development Fund for the
installation of the fountain. Local
residents said the fountain never
functioned consistently after its
completion. Though it was
reportedly operated on a trial
basis on a few occasions, recurring
technical failures prevented it
from becoming operational.

of construction, contract pro-
cedures, procurement of equip-
ment, and the expenditure in-
curred on the project. If public
funds had been misused, action
should be taken against the of-
ficials and contractors respon-

BJP councillor Raghunath C Menon moving the resolution in the (OUH(I[ meeting

BJP prods AIIMS dream
in Thrissur corporation

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE @Thrissur

BJP councillors in Thrissur
Corporation on Monday moved
a resolution in the council
meeting, urging the state gov-
ernment to recommend Thris-
sur as the location for setting
up AIIMS.

BJP councillor and West
mandalam president Raghu-
nath C Menon presented
the resolution. Accord-
ing to the resolution,
Thrissur is the ideal lo-
cation to set up a medi-
cal institution like
AIIMS as it is the central
part of the state. “While
the state government recom-

Agriculture University in Man-
nuthy, KUHS campus in Mu-
lankunnathkavu and Peechi.
“Road connectivity in Thrissur
is very well facilitated by NH
544. The district’s proximity to
CIAL is also an added advan-
tage. With Union Minister
Suresh Gopi representing the
constituency, the process to get
the sanctions will also be easi-
er. We urge the state gov-
ernment to set aside the
political differences and
work together to bring
AIIMS to Thrissur,”
added Raghunath. The
BJP also urged MLASs
from Thrissur to cooperate
with the proposal.

sible, he said.

The musical fountain was
conceived as part of efforts to
develop Vazhani Dam into a
major tourism destination in
the state. Designed with com-
puter-controlled water jets syn-
chronised to music, colourful
lighting, and modern display
systems, the project aimed to
boost evening tourism and at-
tract more visitors to the
reservoir.

However, according to local
residents, the fountain never
functioned consistently after
its completion. Though it was
reportedly operated on a trial
basis on a few occasions, recur-
ring technical failures and
maintenance issues prevented
it from becoming operational.

The Youth Congress leaders
claimed that several compo-
nents of the installation have
since deteriorated, while elec-
trical equipment has also suf-
fered extensive damage.

Vazhani Dam is not only an
important irrigation and drink-
ing water source but also a pop-
ular tourist attraction that
draws thousands of visitors
every year. Over the years, the
government has introduced
several tourism development
initiatives at the site, with the
musical fountain being project-
ed as one of its flagship attrac-
tions. Its failure, however, has
disappointed visitors and af-
fected local businesses that had
expected increased tourist
footfall.

Residents have called for
clarity on whether the project’s
failure resulted from technical
flaws, poor maintenance, defi-
ciencies in contract execution,
or other administrative lapses.

Meanwhile, no official re-
sponse has been issued by the
departments concerned or the
implementing agency regard-
ing the allegations.

The Youth Congress leaders
said they had sought explana-
tions from the authorities and
would make them public once
received.

CPI(M) Keralam @CPIMKerala

“We have achieved a historic victory through struggle. The students have dealt a decisive
blow to the arrogance and high-handedness of the Union Government. It is a matter of great
satisfaction that we stood with them from the very beginning. This victory, forged through
their determined struggle in the scorching heat of Delhi, carries profound significance. Its im-
pact will continue to resonate, shaking many more bastions of power in the days ahead.”

Hortus Malabaricus botanical garden,
research institute opens Ayur Udhyan

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE @Thrissur

CHERUTHURUTHI-based Hor-
tus Malabaricus Botanical Gar-
den and Research Institute
(HMBGRI) on Monday inaugu-
rated Ayur Udhyan, a unique
living sanctuary designed ac-
cording to the principles of
Ayurveda.

Ayurveda Medical Associa-
tion of India (AMALI) president
K S Vishnu Nampoothiry inau-
gurated the Udhyan, in the
presence of distinguished Ay-
urveda scholars, academicians,
researchers, and
conservationists.

Developed as a first-of-its-
kind experiential space, Ayur
Udhyan seamlessly integrates
the timeless wisdom of Ayurve-
da with biodiversity conserva-
tion, environmental steward-
ship, and scientific learning.
The sanctuary showcases a cu-
rated collection of medicinal
plants within a thoughtfully de-
signed landscape that reflects
the holistic philosophy of Ay-
urveda, offering visitors an im-
mersive experience of nature’s
role in health and well-being.

Inspired by the classical prin-
ciples of Ayurveda, Ayur Ud-
hyan islaid out in the tradition-
al Sarvadhobhadra design,
thoughtfully recreating the
three Ayur Deshas — Jangala
(arid), Anoopa (marshy), and
Sadharana (moderate) — to pro-
vide ecologically appropriate

Will strictly implement HC directives,
says Guruvayur Devaswom chairman

MK SAJEEVKUMAR @Guruvayur

GURUVAYUR Devaswom chair-
man A V Gopinath has said the
devaswom management views
the High Court’s observations
on the temple’s audit with ut-
most seriousness and will
strictly implement all direc-
tions issued by the court. He
said the issues flagged by the
court would be examined in de-
tail and corrective measures
taken wherever necessary.
The High Court recently
made significant observations
on deficiencies in the audit and
financial management of Gu-
ruvayur Devaswom. The court
stressed the need to ensure
complete transparency in on-
line offerings and digital finan-
cial transactions. Based on the
audit report submitted before
it, the court directed the deputy
director of the state audit de-
partment to appear in person
and submit the findings so far,
along with recommendations
to address the deficiencies.
The audit report had pointed
out that no annual physical ver-
ification of the temple’s valua-

All affairs of the devaswom
are conducted transparently.
The locker containing the
temple’s valuable gold and
other precious articles is
secured through a three-key
system

Q

AV Gopinath, Guruvayur
Devaswom chairman

ble assets had been conducted
for the past 43 years. The court
also noted that, although con-
current audit is mandatory un-
der the rules, the audit depart-
menthasbeenfacingdifficulties
in obtaining the records re-
quired for verification.
According to the audit de-
partment, several important
temple services, including of-
fering receipts, have been shift-
ed to digital platforms. Howev-
er, the department has not been
provided with the login creden-
tials and passwords necessary
to conduct a comprehensive au-
dit of the digital systems. The
audit also highlighted short-
comings in maintaining proper
registers for valuable physical
assets, including gold, bronze
vessels, saffron, and other of-

ferings received from devotees.
In view of these findings, the
High Court ordered a detailed
examination of the devaswom’s
administrative and financial
systems.

Responding to the court’s ob-
servations, Gopinath main-
tained that all affairs of the
devaswom are conducted trans-
parently. “The locker contain-
ing the temple’s valuable gold
and other precious articles is
secured through a three-key
system. The three keys are sep-
arately held by the temple
tantri, the ooralan (traditional
trustee), and the devaswom ad-
ministrator. These keys are
never transferred or exchanged
under any circumstances.
Therefore, there is no cause for
concernregarding the safety of
the temple’s valuables,” he
said.

He further said the devas-
wom would undertake the ad-
ministrative and technical re-
forms required to address the
shortcomings identified in the
audit process and to enhance
transparency in digital
transactions.

habitats for a diverse range of
medicinal plants. The sanctu-
ary features a carefully curated
collection of medicinal species
representing the Ashtangas
(eight branches) of Ayurveda,
alongside traditional terracotta
installations celebrating In-
dia’s rich medicinal plant herit-
age. It also showcases medici-
nal plants together with their
classical substitutes (Pratini-
dhi Dravyas), illustrating an
important concept in Ay-
urvedic pharmacology. In addi-
tion, Ayur Udhyan preserves
plant collections associated
with indigenous ethnomedi-
cine, regional healing tradi-
tions, and the specialised Kera-
la disciplines of Visha Chikitsa
(toxicology) and Marma Chikit-
sa (vital point therapy), making
it a unique centre for conserva-
tion, education, and research

CURATED
COLLECTION

Features a
carefully curated
collection of
medicinal species
representing the
Ashtangas of
Ayurveda, and
traditional
terracotta
installations
celebrating India’s
rich medicinal
plant heritage

The initiative reflects HMB-
GRI’s continued commitment
to conserving Kerala’s rich me-
dicinal plant heritage while ad-
vancing research, education,
and public awareness of tradi-
tional knowledge systems

Sam Santhosh, Founder of
SciGenom Research Founda-
tion under which HMBGRI
functions, said, “Ayur Udhyan
represents an inspiring conver-
gence of India’s traditional
knowledge systems and mod-
ern scientific thinking. As we
continue to advance genomics
and precision medicine, it is
equally important to preserve
and scientifically explore the
biodiversity and medicinal
plant heritage that has support-
ed healthcare for centuries.
This initiative by HMBGRI cre-
ates a living platform for educa-
tion and conservation.”

Local bodies devpt fund
cut triggers uproar in

Chavakkad municipality

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
@Guruvayur

A resolution presented by the
LDF-led municipal council —
protesting the state govern-
ment’s proposed reduction in
development funds for local
self-government institutions —
sparked heated exchanges in
the Chavakkad municipality
on Monday.

The resolution, tabled .
by municipal chairper- ?
son A H Akbar, alleged
that the revised state
budget would adversely
affect the functioning of
local bodies across Kerala by
substantially reducing plan al-
locations. According to the res-
olution, the allocation for local
self-government institutions
has been reduced from 310,189
crore in the budget presented
in January to %8,655.45 crore in
the revised budget — a reduc-
tion of %1,533.55 crore. The res-
olution claimed that the cut in-

cludes %1,261.40 crore under the
general category, Z236.70 crore
for Scheduled Castes and %35.45
crore for Scheduled Tribes. The
council expressed concern that
the non-release of the third in-
stalment of funds, delayed due
to the election Model Code of
Conduct, and the failure to
treat it as spillover allocation
had created a financial crisis
for local bodies. Accord-
ing to the resolution, the
situation has affected
the settlement of bills
for ongoing projects
and payments to
contractors.

The meeting witnessed
noisy scenes after opposition
objected to the resolution. The
chairperson said the opposi-
tion attempted to disrupt the
proceedings by opposing the
discussion. Akbar said the res-
olution was intended to high-
light the challenges and alleged
the opposition’s protest was po-
litically motivated.
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