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The Indian Wind Turbine
Manufacturers Association
(IWTMA) said on Thursday
that Tamil Nadu, which has
long been the foundation of
India’s wind energy ecosys-
tem due to its industrial cap-
ability, skilled workforce and
natural resources, will lead
the sector’s next era of
growth.

Reinforcing this vision, the
industry body commissioned
the report, Action Items for
Energy Transition in Tamil
Nadu, which outlines stra-
tegic interventions to en-
hance the State’s position as
India’s leader in wind energy.

GROWTH PLAN

The report also served as the
foundation for discussions at
the Tamil Nadu Wind India
Leadership Summit 2026 in
Chennai on Wednesday,
which brought together
senior government o�cials,
policymakers and industry
leaders to deliberate on the
policy priorities needed to
unlock the State’s renewable
energy potential.

The report presents a
roadmap focused on improv-

ing policy execution and fos-
tering a more conducive in-
vestment environment
through capex subsidies. 

It also outlines measures
to promote wind repowering,
develop manufacturing hubs
around Ennore and VOC
Port, and advance Green En-
ergy Corridor planning, o�-
shore wind development and
grid readiness.

Additionally, it also places
a special emphasis on accel-
erating wind turbine and
component exports from
Tamil Nadu.

EXPORT HUB

Currently, the State exports
wind turbines and compon-
ents worth over ₹1,000 crore
annually, supporting thou-
sands of direct and indirect
jobs. 

Building on its established
manufacturing ecosystem,
the report outlines measures

to further strengthen Tamil
Nadu’s position as a global
hub for wind manufacturing
and export.

GOVT-INDUSTRY NEXUS

Saravanan Manickam, Vice
Chairman and Secretary of
IWTMA said, “As global de-
mand for clean energy tech-
nologies continues to rise,
the State has a unique oppor-
tunity to strengthen its posi-
tion not only as India’s wind
manufacturing hub but also
as a globally competitive ex-
port base. The deliberations
rea�rm the importance of
sustained collaboration
between the government and
industry to unlock this op-
portunity and shape the fu-
ture of India’s wind sector.” 

Aditya Pyasi, CEO of
IWTMA, said, “As India’s re-
newable energy landscape
evolves, creating an enabling
ecosystem for investment
and timely project execution
will be critical to sustaining
growth. The recommenda-
tions presented in this report
are intended to support
policy dialogue around
strengthening manufactur-
ing, expanding exports, im-
proving infrastructure and
creating an investment-
friendly ecosystem.”
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TN can lead the next phase of
growth in wind energy: IWTMA

The flagship PM E-Drive
scheme has significantly accel-
erated electric vehicle adop-
tion, supporting more than 23
lakh electric two- and three-
wheelers and helping EV pen-
etration rise from 0.7 per cent
in FY20 to 8.2 per cent in
FY26. However, the progress
update from the Ministry of
Heavy Industries reveals
slower implementation across
key supporting infrastructure,
including electric buses, char-
ging networks and battery
manufacturing.

Data released by the Min-
istry on Tuesday showed that
23.23 lakh electric two- and
three-wheelers received in-
centives between April 1,
2024, and July 22, 2026, with
manufacturers reimbursed
₹2,281.94 crore. Of this, elec-
tric two-wheelers accounted
for 20.57 lakh vehicles and
₹1,505.3 crore in incentives,
while 2.61 lakh L5 (high speed,
heavy duty) electric three-
wheelers received ₹769.02
crore. An additional ₹7.61

crore was disbursed for 5,082
e-rickshaws and e-carts. The
two-wheeler segment has
achieved around 83 per cent of
its target of 24.79 lakh vehicles
under the scheme, making it
the strongest-performing
component of PM E-Drive. 

Incentives for electric two-
wheelers are set to end on July
31, 2026, although the govern-
ment is considering an exten-
sion. Any continuation would
require fresh budgetary sup-
port, as the scheme’s ₹10,900
crore allocation has already
been committed.

SLOW DEALS

While vehicle adoption has in-

creased, progress in electric
bus deployment remains lim-
ited. Letters of confirmation
of demand and quantity have
been issued for 13,800 e-buses
across Delhi, Bengaluru, Hy-
derabad, Mumbai,
Ahmedabad, Pune and Surat.
An additional 200 buses have
been sanctioned for Jammu &
Kashmir, taking total alloca-
tions to 14,000 against a target
of 14,028.

However, concession
agreements have been signed
for only 1,515 buses so far,
comprising 915 in Hyderabad
and 600 in Surat. That repres-
ents just about 11 per cent of
the buses allocated to the

seven major cities, highlight-
ing the gap between alloca-
tions and actual deployment. 

Successful bidders must
still secure prototype ap-
provals before buses can be
rolled out. The bus and truck
segment is also facing supply-
chain challenges, with manu-
facturers seeking relaxation of
localisation norms due to di�-
culties in sourcing heavy rare-
earth magnets used in traction
motors.

Progress in charging infra
remains in its early stages. Of
the ₹2,000 crore earmarked
for public charging facilities,
₹689 crore had been approved
by July 1 for deploying 6,562
chargers through three oil
marketing companies and
nine State governments. As of
March 24, no funds had been
disbursed for charging infra
under the scheme. The gov-
ernment is also attempting to
build domestic battery manu-
facturing capacity. On July 29,
the Ministry held a pre-bid
meeting for the final 10 GWh
of capacity under the ₹18,100-
crore Advanced Chemistry
Cell PLI scheme, attracting 29
prospective bidders. 

PM E-Drive yet to fuel e-bus
adoption, charging infra lags 
GROWTH GAP. 14,000 e-buses allocated, but concessions signed for 1,515 only: MHI data
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SLOW ROLLOUT. Of the ₹2,000 crore earmarked for charging
facilities, ₹689 crore was approved for deploying 6,562 chargers

Continuing with its crack-
down on nutraceutical firms,
the Food Safety and Standards
Authority of India (FSSAI) has
suspended the licence of Dior
Pharmaceuticals with imme-
diate e�ect and issued prohibi-
tion orders against Vatave
Health Care and Neuherbs
True Vitamin.

In a social media post, the
food safety authority said that
during the inspection of the
Dior Pharmaceuticals’ unit,
major and critical non-con-
formities were observed re-
garding overall regulatory
compliances, which are in viol-
ation of core provisions of the
FSS Act, 2006. 

“The unit was engaged in
the manufacturing of nut-
raceuticals, which is a high-
risk category of food intended
for human consumption,
hence the deficiencies pose a
significant risk to public
health,” it added.

The FSSAI has directed the
company to immediately
cease operations till corrective
measures are taken.

The regulator has also is-
sued a prohibition order to
Vatave Health Care for the
manufacturing, distribution
and sale of Folineuro Syrup
Folic Acid Syrup. The
product’s labelling made mis-
leading claims about improv-
ing brain and neuro functions,
according to the authority.
“The product has been classi-
fied as nutritional food supple-
ment, whereas no such cat-
egory exists under the FSS
(Health Supplements, Nut-
raceuticals, Food for Special
Dietary Use, Special Medical
Purpose, Functional and
Novel Food) Regulations,
2016,” it added.

It acted Global Healthfitfor
its misleading brand name
“True Vitamin”, which viol-
ates the regulations. 
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FSSAI cracks 
down on three
nutraceutical firms
for flouting norms

The Cauvery Water Regula-
tion Committee (CWRC)
direction to Karnataka to
maintain a flow of 3,500
cusecs a day at Biligundlu to
meet Tamil Nadu’s water re-
quirements, has prompted
opposition organisations to
plan protests in multiple dis-
tricts on Friday morning, a
BJP o�cial said.

CWRC DIRECTIVE

The directive arrived despite
Karnataka’s objections at
Tuesday’s CWRC meeting,
where the State cited cumu-
lative inflows into its four
Cauvery reservoirs between
June 1 and July 27 were 65.86
per cent below the 30-year
average.

Karnataka had opposed
the order at Tuesday’s
CWRC meeting. State o�-
cials said the existing storage
was barely adequate for
drinking water and irrigation
needs within Karnataka,
without factoring in addi-
tional downstream releases. 

The CWRC had upheld
the directive despite these
objections.

Organisers linked the
protests to drinking water
shortages and a farmer crisis
in several parts of the State.
Demonstrations are also
planned at the Krishna Raja
Sagara (KRS) dam, a key
source for the Bengaluru Wa-
ter Supply and Sewerage
Board (BWSSB), extending
the dispute’s reach from ag-
ricultural districts to the
State capital’s urban water
supply.
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Karnataka to see
Statewide protests
today over Cauvery
release order 
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