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WAR WIDOWS BRIEFED ON WELFARE SCHEMES, SUPPORT SERVICES
The Veer Ratna Foundation (VRF), in collaboration with the Department of Sainik 
Welfare, organised a programme for Veer Naris (war widows) and their families at 
the Sainik Aramghar Complex in Somajiguda, Hyderabad, on Wednesday

CWC returns Mekedatu 
DPR, faults Karnataka plan
Commission says revised proposal defies tribunal award & SC’s ruling

S V  K R I S H N A  C H A I T A N Y A  @ Chennai

AMID a war of  words between 
Tamil Nadu and Karnataka 
over the controversial Meke-
datu project, the Central Water 
Commission (CWC) has re-
turned the Detailed Project Re-
port (DPR) submitted by Karna-
taka for executing the reservoir 
project across Cauvery, saying 
the proposal does not conform 
to the Cauvery Water Disputes 
Tribunal (CWDT) award and 
the Supreme Court’s 2018 judge-
ment. As per official documents 
available with TNIE, the CWC 
had returned the DPR to Karna-
taka on June 29 for suitable al-
terations, as the state had 
proposed to expand the 
volume of  water that 
could be stored for con-
sumptive use by 2.2 
tmcft.

The upper riparian 
state had also introduced 
a completely new component, 
the Shivanasamudra Run-of-
River Power Project, involving 
construction of  a diversion 
weir across the Cauvery in the 
revised project report. 

The CWC’s observations 
came after examining a compli-
ance report submitted by Kar-
nataka on April 21, 2026, in re-
sponse to queries raised by the 
commission on the original 

DPR submitted in 2019.
When Karnataka first 

proposed the Mekedatu 
project in 2018, it was 
presented as a balanc-
ing reservoir intended 

to divert about 23.75 
thousand million cubic 

feet (TMCFT) of  water to pro-
vide an additional consumptive 
use of  4.75 tmcft for drinking 
water supply to Bengaluru and 
nearby areas. Based on this pro-
posal, the CWC gave an “in-

principle” clearance for prepar-
ing the DPR in November 2018.

However, in its revised pro-
posal submitted this April, Kar-
nataka had introduced the 
Shivanasamudra Run-of-River 
Power Project and increased 
the proposed consumptive use 
from 4.75 tmcft to 6.95 tmcft.

The CWC noted that these 
were major changes that were 
never part of  the original DPR 
submitted in 2019. The commis-
sion also questioned Karnata-
ka’s justification for construct-
ing a reservoir with a live 
storage capacity of  59.46 tmcft. 
Live storage refers to the amount 
of  water that can actually be 
stored and used in a reservoir.

26 kg ketamine, `82 lakh cash seized in ED raids
E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E 
@ Hyderabad

THE Directorate of  Enforce-
ment (ED), Bengaluru, con-
ducted searches at multiple 
premises in Hyderabad and 
Chennai as part of  a money 
laundering investigation linked 
to an organised clandestine ket-
amine manufacturing and traf-
ficking network.

The probe stems from an En-
forcement Case Information 
Report (ECIR) registered on the 
basis of  a prosecution com-

plaint filed by the NCB, Ben-
galuru, under the NDPS Act. 
The predicate offence relates to 
the seizure of  26.75 kg of  keta-
mine from J Kannan in 
Bengaluru on April 30, 
2019, followed by the re-
covery of  25.45 kg from 
a clandestine labora-
tory allegedly operated 
by Shivaraj Urs alias 
Mahesh Uthappa on May 
1, 2019.

According to the ED, the in-
vestigation revealed that Putta 
Venkateshwarlu arranged raw 

material from the R&D Centre 
of  Inchem Laboratories Pvt. 
Ltd. in Hyderabad and allegedly 
supplied ketamine intermedi-

ates and technical know-
how to Mahesh Uthappa 
for manufacturing the 
drug.

The agency alleged 
that the accused — J 

Kannan, Mahesh Uthap-
pa and Putta Venkateshwar-

lu — are habitual offenders 
with previous involvement in 
the illegal manufacture, sale 
and transport of  ketamine.

The ED further alleged that 
proceeds from the illicit trade 
were routed through cash and 
hawala channels and used to 
acquire movable and immova-
ble assets, invest in companies
and meet personal expenses.

During the searches, officials 
seized `82.82 lakh in cash, USD 
18,000 in foreign currency, be-
sides digital devices, mobile 
phones, financial and business 
records, property documents
and other incriminating mate-
rial. Further investigation is
under way.

KARNATAKA WILL APPEAL BEFORE CWMA ON CAUVERY ORDER TODAY
Bengaluru/New Delhi:  Karnataka has decided to challenge the Cauvery Water 
Regulation Committee’s (CWRC) directive asking it  to release water to Tamil 
Nadu. The state will  take up the matter at the 54th emergency meeting of 
the Cauvery Water Management Authority (CWMA) scheduled for Thursday 
afternoon in New Delhi. The meeting will  be held in a hybrid mode and the state 
will  be represented by Karnataka Water Resources Additional Chief Secretary 
Gaurav Gupta. He will  be accompanied by a team of water experts from 
Karnataka. The meeting agenda includes a review of the hydrometeorological 
conditions in the Cauvery basin and the deficit  in flows realised at Biligundlu 
and the Karaikal region of Puducherry during the present financial year. 

Shakambari festival concludes in Warangal
Warangal: The Shakambari 
festival concluded at the Sri 
Bhadrakali Devi Temple on 
Wednesday. The presiding 
deity, Goddess Bhadrakali 
Devi, was adorned with nearly 
four tonnes of leafy greens, 
vegetables, and fruits. The 
Shakhambari avatar of 
Goddess Bhadrakali 
symbolises Mother Earth, the 
provider of nourishment and 
abundance. 

PJTSAU extends 
admissions deadline
Hyderabad: The PJTSAU has 
extended the deadline for 
submitting online applications 
for admission to B.Sc (Hons) 
Agriculture and other UG  
programmes for the 2026–27 
academic year to August 13. The 
university has increased intake 
for its flagship B.Sc (Hons) 
Agriculture programme by 360 
seats from the current academic 
year. 

EXPRESS READ

TG steps up tiger conservation efforts
E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E 
@ Hyderabad

THE state government is 
strengthening tiger conserva-
tion efforts by improving water 
sources and habitats in the Am-
rabad Tiger Reserve, imple-
menting a tiger reintroduction 
programme in the Kawal Tiger 
Reserve, restoring wildlife con-
nectivity with Maharashtra’s 
Tadoba Tiger Reserve, and ex-
panding public awareness ini-
tiatives on wildlife protection, 
Forests, Environment and En-
dowments Minister Konda Su-
rekha said on Wednesday.

Speaking at the International 
Tiger Day celebrations held at 
the Telangana State Forest 
Academy in Dulapally, Medchal-
Malkajgiri district, the minister 
said these measures aim to in-
crease the tiger population 
while ensuring the long-term 
conservation of  forests and bio-
diversity. She appealed to citi-
zens to take responsibility for 
protecting wildlife, stating that 
the Earth belongs to all living 
beings and not just humans.

Surekha inaugurated a photo 
exhibition on tiger conserva-
tion and watched a short film 
highlighting conservation ini-
tiatives. Addressing forest offi-
cials, trainees and conserva-

tionists, she said International 
Tiger Day, observed annually 
on July 29, has become a global 
platform for raising awareness 
about tiger conservation since 
its launch at the 2010 St. Peters-
burg Tiger Summit in Russia.

Highlighting Telangana’s 
contribution to tiger conserva-
tion, Surekha said the Amra-
bad and Kawal Tiger Reserves 
have emerged as important ti-
ger habitats in the country. She 
said habitat improvement, wa-
ter resource development and 
modern protection measures 
have contributed to a signifi-
cant rise in tiger numbers in 
the Amrabad Tiger Reserve.

The minister said the gov-

ernment has launched a tiger 
reintroduction programme in 
the Kawal Tiger Reserve. As 
part of  the initiative, Kawal 
has been connected with Ma-
harashtra’s Tadoba Tiger Re-
serve to support the natural 
movement and dispersal of  ti-
gers. Along with these ecologi-
cal measures, the Forest de-
par tment  is  conducting 
awareness programmes to en-
courage greater public partici-
pation in environmental 
conservation.

Calling for collective action, 
Surekha urged people to pro-
tect forests and wildlife to en-
sure a greener future for gen-
erations to come. 

Student ends 
life after slap 
by lecturer
E N S  @ Hyderabad

AN 18-year-old Intermediate 
student died by suicide at his 
residence on Tuesday after a 
lecturer allegedly humiliated 
and slapped him. The deceased, 
T Tarun, was a resident of  Ko-
thapalli village in Jogulamba 
Gadwal district.

According to a police com-
plaint filed by his brother, Tel-
ugu Mohan, Tarun was a sec-
ond-year student at  the 
Government Junior College, 
Gadwal. He had recently ranked 
second in the district by scor-
ing 434 out of  440 marks in his 
first-year examinations.

Tarun died by suicide, hang-
ing himself  from a ceiling fan 
with a saree while his family 
members were away. Police re-
covered a two-page suicide note 
written by Tarun on an exami-
nation pad. 

A case has been registered 
and the probe is on.

A tiger yawns at the Nehru Zoological Park, Hyderabad, on Wednesday. July 29 is 
observed as International Tiger Day |  VINAY MADAPU

SUICIDE PREVENTION  HELPLINE
Tele MANAS counsellors at:

14416 (OR) 1800-89-14416

(24x7)

MALKAJGIRI MUNICIPAL CORPORATION
E - PROCUREMENT SHORT TENDER NOTICE

NIT No. 11/MMC/NC-8/EE/2026-27 Date: 28.07.2026

SI. 
No.

Name of the 
work

Amount 
in Lakhs

Start date / Last date & time for receipt of Bids
Name & Address 

Office Ph. No.

1

2 Nos. 
Development 

Works in 
Nacharam 
Circle - 8, 

MMC.

Rs. 
65.00
Lakhs

Download start date 29.07.2026 @ 03.00 PM

Executive 
Engineer, 

Nacharam 
Circle-8, 

MMC, ECIL, 
Hyderabd.

8790374055

Bid submission closing date 04.08.2026 @ 03.00 PM

Last date & time for receipt of Bids 04.08.2026 @ 03.00 PM

Price Bid opening date 04.08.2026 @ 03.01 PM

2

4 Nos. of 
Bonalu & 
Shallmac 

Supply works 
in Nacharam 

Circle -8, 
MMC

Rs. 
20.43
Lakhs

Starting date for issue of 
applications

29.07.2026 @ 11.00 AM

End date for issue of applications 01.08.2026 @ 11.00 AM

Start date for receiving quotations 01.08.2026 @ 11.00 AM

Last date & time for receipt of 
quotations

01.08.2026 @ 11.01 AM

Total Rs. 85.43 Lakhs

Further details can be seen at https://tender.telangana.gov.in & detailed quotations can be obtained from 
GHMC web site https://ghmc.gov.in Sd/- Executive Engineer, Nacharam Circle-8, MMC.
DIPR R.O. No.6964-PP/CL/Advt/2026-27, Dt: 29/07/2026
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