
2 dead
and five others wounded in a 
shooting at Seattle, US on Sunday 
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 LR: Light Rain  HR: Heavy Rain  LS: Light Snow  
 TDS: Thundershower  LC: Light Cloud  SNY: Sunny

GLOBAL
WEATHER

Australia (Canberra)   12 2 SNY
Indonesia (Bali) 24 19 LR
Italy (Rome) 36 23 SNY
Japan (Tokyo) 31 23 LC
Malaysia (Kuala Lumpur) 31 26 TDS
Maldives (Male) 30 29 LC
Mauritius (Port Louis) 28 21 SNY

Singapore 31 28 LR
South Korea (Seoul) 32 27 LC
Switzerland (Bern) 31 14 SNY
Thailand (Bangkok) 32 27 LR
Türkiye (Ankara) 30 16 SNY
UAE (Dubai) 38 33 SNY
Vietnam (Hanoi) 29 26 TDS

COUNTRY COUNTRYMax MaxMin Min

Burnham hosts Zelenskyy,  
signals support for Kyiv
LONDON 

UKRAINIAN President Volody-
myr Zelenskyy will meet Mon-
day at a naval base in England 
with Prime Minister Andy 
Burnham, a visit the British 
leader said is intended to signal 
the country’s “unwavering” 
support for Kyiv.

Zelenskyy’s trip is the first by 
a foreign leader since Burnham 
took office a week ago. His pred-
ecessor, Keir Starmer, was in 
Kyiv less than two weeks ago in 
his last overseas trip before 
leaving office.

Burnham will be the fifth 
British prime minister to deal 
with Zelenskyy since Russia’s 
full-scale invasion of  Ukraine 
in 2022.

 “Russia should be in no doubt 
of  our resolve, and we will not 
back down until we achieve 
long lasting and just peace for 
Ukraine,” said Burnham, who 
has spent the past nine years as 
mayor of  Greater Manchester 

and has little foreign policy 
experience. 

The UK trip comes a day be-
fore Zelenskyy is expected to 
meet with US President Donald 
Trump in Washington.

During the visit to Port-
smouth on England’s south 
coast, Zelenskyy and Burnham 
will meet more than 200 Ukrain-
ian military personnel who 
have spent the past three weeks 
in Britain. 

They have been taking part in 
an exercise aimed at strength-
ening their fighting capabilities 
and measures to counter mines 
in the Black Sea, the UK govern-
ment said.

Ukraine has expanded its 
campaign of  frequent drone at-
tacks deep inside Russia that 
have targeted oil facilities, mili-
tary factories and,  most  
recently, logistical centers, 
bringing the war home to mil-
lions of  Russians and raising 
pressure on President Vladimir 
Putin.  PTI

No fresh attacks, mediators see 
progress in push to end Iran war 
Tehran-backed militias keep sparks flying even as Iran, US hold fire for third consecutive 

DUBAI 

MEDIATORS have achieved 
progress in efforts to get the 
United States and Iran back to 
negotiations and avert an all-
out war in the Middle East, two 
regional officials said Monday, 
with a pause in attacks coming 
after a period of  rapidly esca-
lating tensions.

The comments came after 
neither the US nor Iran report-
ed carrying out any attacks for 
three straight days — a respite 
after about two weeks of  sus-
tained bombardments that had 
led to increasing fears of  a re-
turn to all-out war.

The two regional officials, 
who spoke on condition of  ano-
nymity to discuss the sensitive 
regional talks, said mediators 
led by Qatar and Pakistan were 
working to bridge the gap be-
tween Washington and Tehran 
to return to an interim cease-
fire deal that had been largely 
undermined by recent ex-
changes of  fire.

One of  the regional officials 

who spoke to AP Monday de-
scribed the progress made in 
mediation efforts as 
“significant”.

He said mediators 
were working with 
Iran and Oman on a 
mechanism for manag-
ing vessels’ transit 
through the Strait of  Hormuz, 
which was the trigger for the 
latest round of  strikes and 

counterstrikes between Iran 
and the US. Iran’s Foreign Min-

istry spokesperson, 
Esmail Baghaei, said 
during a news con-
ference in Tehran 
Monday that media-
tors were conveying 
messages but that no 

direct negotiations were being 
held with the US.

 “Mediators may convey mes-

sages to us from the American 
side regarding ongoing devel-
opments in the region. But at 
present, we have no negotia-
tions with the American side,” 
Baghaei said.

He said several rounds of  
talks had already been held be-
tween Iran and Oman, which 
lies on the other side of  the 
Strait of  Hormuz, on Friday 
and Saturday on how to man-
age ship traffic through the wa-
terway. “The objective is for 
Iran and Oman, as the two 
coastal states, to develop mech-
anisms to ensure safe naviga-
tion through the Strait of  Hor-
muz while respecting the 
sovereign rights and sover-
eignty of  both coastal states, as 
well as Iran’s security and na-
tional interests” Baghaei said.

Meanwhile, scattered attacks 
by armed groups across the re-
gion underscored the lingering 
tensions.  Saudi Arabia said it 
had shot down drones fired by 
Iran-backed militias in Iraq 
that had targeted its petroleum 
facilities.  AP

Motorists drive past a large billboard pledging revenge against US President Donald 
Trump along Jomhouri  Street in central Tehran on Monday |  AFP

BEIJING 

DID the foreign ministers of  China and 
Japan talk at last week’s ASEAN regional 
meeting, or didn’t they? 

Japan’s Toshimitsu Motegi told report-
ers last week that he had briefly discussed 
bilateral relations with Chinese counter-
part Wang Yi when they ran into each oth-
er during the meeting in the Philippines.

But on Monday, a Chinese Foreign Min-
istry spokesperson contradicted that.

“Let me make it clear once again that 
during his visit to Manila, Foreign Minis-
ter Wang Yi did not have a meeting with 
the Japanese side on his schedule, nor did 
any brief  exchanges take place on the 
site,” Lin Jian said when asked at the daily 
briefing.

The differing accounts reflect the posi-
tions of  the governments over a sharp de-
terioration in their ties since November, 
when a comment about Taiwan by Japan’s 
Prime Minister Sanae Takaichi angered 
China.

Japan is looking for opportunities to re-
build relations, but China has given its 
neighbour the cold shoulder. The tensions 
have spilled over into the economy and 
heightened unease in both countries about 
the expansion of  each other’s militaries.

 Shortly after becoming prime minister, 
she was asked in parliament in November 
if  a Chinese blockade of  Taiwan or other 
military action would be a scenario in 
which Japan could get involved under a 
policy known as collective self-defence.
Takaichi responded that the Taiwan ex-
ample could meet the criteria: “If  it in-
volves the use of  warships and military 
actions, it could by all means become a 
threatening situation,” she said.   AP

China, Japan can’t 
agree whether their 
ministers met

DHAKA

BANGLADESH’S Internation-
al Crimes Tribunal (ICT) pros-
ecution on Monday filed formal 
charges against deposed prime 
minister Sheikh Hasina and 40 
others in a crimes against hu-
manity case related to a police 
crackdown on a rally in Dhaka 
in 2013.

Several people were killed al-
legedly during police action on 
Islamist group Hefazat-e-Is-
lam’s protest rally in May 2013, 
when Hasina’s Awami League 
was in power.

The charges were submitted 
to the registrar of  the ICT  
on Monday.

The tribunal “has taken into 
contingence charges against 
her (Hasina) and 40 others over 
the killings at (capital’s) Shap-
la Chattar during the Hefazat-
e-Islam protest rally,” chief  
prosecutor Aminul Islam  
told reporters.

The tribunal also issued ar-
rest warrants for the fugitives, 
including the then army chief, 
other politicians and security 
officials.

Nine of  the high-profile ac-
cused, including former minis-
ters, senior police officers and 
journalists, are in jail to face 
the trial, according to the 
prosecution.

Hasina, 78, was sentenced to 
death by the same tribunal in 
November last year after a trial 
in absentia for a superior role 
in taming a student-led protest 
which toppled her Awami 
League government in 2024.

She fled to India and has 
been living there since August 
5, 2024.

On May 5, 2013, Hefazat-e-Is-
lam staged a grand rally at the 
heart of  the city with police 
permission over their 13-point 
demand, mainly calling for en-
actment of  a blasphemy law for 
tougher punishment for humil-
iating Islam and revered fig-
ures. PTI

Charges filed 
against Hasina, 
40 others over 
2013 crackdown

Sheikh Hasina

Gang war forces 
cancellation of 
key ritual at 
Lanka temple 
COLOMBO 

A deadly threat stemming from the 
rivalry between two underworld 
gangs has forced the cancellation of  
a key ritual in Sri Lanka’s centuries-
old annual religious pageant at a re-
vered ancient Hindu temple in the 
island nation, police said on 
Monday.

The week-long Esala perahera 
(pageant) at the Uthpalawanna Sri 
Vishnu temple in the coastal town of  
Devinuwara, which began on July 

23, will not feature 
the traditional Ka-
vadi dance on Tues-
day following intel-
ligence warnings.

Police have direct-
ed the Matara dis-
trict secretary, the 

chief  government administrator of  
the district, to cancel the Kavadi rit-
ual over security concerns.

 The Devinuwara Esala pageant, 
which dates back to the 13th century, 
is one of  Sri Lanka’s oldest and most 
significant religious and cultural 
festivals held in honour of  Lord 
Vishnu, regarded as one of  the 
guardian deities of  the island. PTI

JERUSALEM

AS Israel heads into a fiercely contested 
general election on October 27, former 
military chief  Gadi Eisenkot has emerged 
as the principal challenger to Prime Min-
ister Benjamin Netanyahu.

Eisenkot’s rise comes at a pivotal mo-
ment in Israeli politics, with the 
election widely viewed as a refer-
endum on the long-serving pre-
mier’s leadership in the violent 
aftermath of  Hamas’s October 7, 
2023, attack on Israel. 

A recent Channel 12 poll put 
Eisenkot’s new party, Yashar 
(Hebrew for “Straight” or “Up-
right”), ahead of  Netanyahu’s 
Likud, projecting 23 seats to 
Likud’s 22 in the 120-member Knes-
set. The same survey found that 43 percent 
of  respondents considered Eisenkot, 66, 
the most suitable candidate for prime 
minister, compared with 34 percent for 
Netanyahu.Eisenkot — who has dismissed 
calls for a future Palestinian state as ir-
relevant after the October 7 attacks and 

pioneered Israel’s strategy of  dispropor-
tionate military responses in Lebanon — 
has built his campaign around a 10-point 
platform that he says will restore Israel’s 
security, unity and democratic institu-
tions. Chief  of  staff  of  the Israeli military 
between 2015 and 2019, Eisenkot was 
among those credited with developing the 

“Dahiya Doctrine”, named after 
a Beirut suburb that is a Hezbol-
lah stronghold.

Advanced on the premise that 
Hezbollah conceals fighters and 
weapons among civilian homes 
and infrastructure, the doctrine 
calls for a devastating Israeli re-
sponse against enemy popula-
tion centres when Israeli com-
munities come under long-range 

attack. 
At the top of  his civilian manifesto is a 

pledge to establish a state commission of  
inquiry into Hamas’s bloody 2023 cross-
border attack, which triggered the Gaza 
war, and which led to Netanyahu’s gov-
ernment being accused of  overseeing an 
intelligence failure. AFP

Gadi Eisenkot

Ex-army chief emerges as top 
rival to Netanyahu ahead of polls

Macron calls crisis meeting 
as blazes displace 2,50,000
PARIS 

FRENCH President Emmanuel 
Macron called a crisis meeting 
Monday focusing on monster, 
uncontrolled wildfires that 
have forced more than 250,000 
people to flee their homes, amid 
a first glimmer of  hope that the 
spread of  the largest blaze may 
have slowed.

In the Gironde region of  
southwest France, where 
flames have burned an area 
four times the size of  Paris, the 
prefecture said the situation 
overnight had remained “glo-
bally stable”— a change from 
successive days where the giant 
blaze raging since last week 
had edged closer to the wine re-
gion city of  Bordeaux.

No new evacuations were an-
nounced. But with France 
about to enter its peak August 
tourist season, Gironde author-
ities took more steps to keep 
vacationers away, banning holi-
day camps for children and for 
people with disabilities.

On the ground and in the air, 
with water- and retardant-drop-
ping aircraft, the massive fire-
fighting effort was engaged in a 
race against time, battling to 
make progress before a forecast 
surge in temperatures from 
Tuesday that could make fight-
ing flames more difficult.

The government crisis meet-
ing was scheduled for Monday 
morning, with Macron presid-
ing. In a weekend post on X, he 
pledged long-term support for 
fire-hit communities, saying: 
“We will rebuild, we will repair 
and we will be present for as 
long as necessary.”   

In Spain, wildfires have 

burned out of  control around 
Madrid. Fire evacuations were 
also carried out Sunday in the 
Valencia region.

A total of  76,000 people have 
been evacuated in Spain while 
30,000 others have been con-
fined to their homes, the gov-

ernment said.
Evacuees fretted about what 

they’ll find when they’re al-
lowed to return. “It looked like 
the apocalypse. You couldn’t 
see anything. Everything was 
covered in ash,” said Rocio 
Dominguez, who evacuated 
with her dog, Simba, from 
Chapineria, west of  Madrid.

“We don’t know when we get 
to the town, if  we’ll have half  
the house burned down or we’ll 
have it intact or we won’t have 
a house,” she said. “All the 
clothes, all the memories, eve-
rything.” In both Spain and 
France, the exceptional scale of  
the fires — fuelled by heat waves
that hit especially hard making 
forests and scrubland tinder-
dry — are driving calls for 
stronger climate action.  AP

NEW HEATWAVE ALERT 
Spain, which is battling massive 
wildfires, will enter a new 
heatwave on Wednesday which 
will last “at least” until Sunday, 
the national weather office 
AEMET said. “The risk of fires will 
rise to extreme levels,” it added in 
a statement. The office had 
previously predicted temperatures 
would rise but it was not clear 
until now bout of heat would 
meet the criteria for a heatwave

SHARP RISE IN NUMBER OF WILDFIRES

Both 
Spain and 

France have seen 
a sharp rise in the 

number of wildfires this 
year compared with 

last year

SPAIN

FRANCE

2026 350*

*2026 figures are provisional

Source:  
European Forest 
Fire Information 

System

257 fires2025

3662026
3172025

ÀfÔ£¹ff 845 / ÀfÔ¦fNX³f / A³°fSXfÊ0 dJ0/´fidVfÃfIY /2026-27 dQ³ffÔIY 24 þb»ffBÊ, 2026
dUÄfd~

VffÀf³ffQZVf ÀfÔ£¹ff 2274/¶f¹ffd»fÀf-2021-01 (§fû¿f¯ff)/2021 dQ³ffÔIY 30 dQÀf¸¶fSX, 2021 IZY IiY¸f ¸fZÔ U¿fÊ 2026-
27 ¸fZÔ 16 JZ»fûÔ IiY¸fVf: (WXfgIYe ¶ff»fIY/¶ffd»fIYf, °f`SXfIYe ¶ff»fIY/¶ffd»fIYf, Uf»fe¶ff»f ¶ff»fIY/¶ffd»fIYf, dþ¸³ffdÀMXIY
¶ff»fIY/¶ffd»fIYf, E±f»fZdMX¢Àf ¶ff»fIY/¶ffd»fIYf, dIiYIZYMX ¶ff»fIY, RbYMX¶ff»f ¶ff»fIY, ¶f`OXd¸f³MX³f ¶ff»fIY/ ¶ffd»fIYf, MXZ¶fb»f-
MXZd³fÀf ¶ff»fIY/¶ffd»fIYf, ¶ffÀIZYMX¶ff»f ¶ff»fIY/¶ffd»fIYf, IY¶fçe ¶ff»fIY/¶ffd»fIYf, IbYV°fe ¶ff»fIY/¶ffd»fIYf, ¶ffd¢ÀfÔ¦f
¶ff»fIY, WX`¯OX¶ff»f ¶ffd»fIYf, þcOXû ¶ff»fIY, °feSX³Qfþe ¶ff»fIY/¶ffd»fIYf IZY 34 LfÂffUfÀfûÔ ¸fZÔ CX°IÈYá ´fidVfÃf¯f IYe AfUV¹fIY°ff
IZY údá¦f°f 40 A³°fSXfÊ¿MÑXe¹f dJ»ffdOX¹fûÔ IYû ¸ff³fQZ¹f øY. 1.50 »ffJ ´fid°f¸ffWX ´fSX ´fidVfÃf¯f WXZ°fb Af¶fð dIY¹fZ þf³fZ WXZ°fb d³f²ffÊdSX°f
´fiføY´f ´fSX AfUZQ³f ´fÂf Af¸fÔdÂf°f dIY¹fZ þf°fZ WX`ÔÜ AfUZQ³f IYSX³fZ Uf»fZ A³°fSXfÊ¿MÑXe¹f dJ»ffOÞXe IYe JZ»f EUÔ Vf`dÃfIY ¹fû¦¹f°ff
d³f¸³fU°f d³f²ffÊdSX°f WX`-
1- A³°fSXfÊ¿MÑXe¹f dJ»ffOÞXe/´fidVfÃfIYûÔ IYû ¸ff³¹f°ff ´fif~ dUV½fdUôf»f¹f ÀfZ ³¹fc³f°f¸f À³ff°fIY CXØfe¯f WXû³ff AfUV¹fIY WXû¦ff A±fUf

A³°fSXfÊ¿MÑXe¹f dJ»ffOÞXe/´fidVfÃfIYûÔ IZY Ad³fUf¹fÊ / Ad²f¸ff³¹f AWXÊ°ffAûÔ ¸fZÔ LcMX A±fUf dVfd±f»feIYSX¯f dIY¹fZ þf³fZ IZY Àf¸¶f³²f
¸fZÔ ´fiÀ°fSX- 1 ´fSX Ud¯fÊ°f Àfd¸fd°f õfSXf dU¨ffSX IYSX d³f¯fÊ¹f d»f¹ff þf¹fZ¦ffÜ

2- A³°fSXfÊ¿MÑXe¹f JZ»fûÔ ¹f±ff Aû»fd¸´fIY ¦fZ¸Àf, IYf¸f³fUZ»±f ¦fZ¸Àf, EdVf¹f³f ¦fZ¸Àf EUÔ U»OXÊ IY´f/U»OXÊ ¨f`d¸´f¹f³fdVf´f (´fi°¹fZIY
¨ffSX U¿fÊ ¸fZÔ Af¹fûdþ°f WXû³fZ Uf»fe) ¸fZÔ ´fid°f·ff¦f dIY¹ff WXû, AWXÊ ¸ff³ff þf¹fZ¦ff °f±ff CX´fSXûöY ´fid°f¹fûd¦f°ffAûÔ ¸fZÔ ´fQIY dUþZ°ff
dJ»ffdOX¹fûÔ IYû USXe¹f°ff Qe þf¹fZ¦fe A±fUf ´fóßfe, JZ»f SX} ´fbSXÀIYfSX, AþÊ³f ´fbSXÀIYfSX, Qiû¯ff¨ff¹fÊ ´fbSXÀIYfSX, ²¹ff³f¨f³Q
´fbSXÀIYfSX ÀfZ Àf¸¸ffd³f°f dJ»ffOÞXe/´fidVfÃfIY A±fUf EZÀff ´fidVfÃfIY dþÀf³fZ Aû»fd¸´fIY ¦fZ¸Àf / dUV½fIY´f / EdVf¹f³f ¦fZ¸Àf /
IYf¸f³fUZ»±f ¦fZ¸Àf ¸fZÔ Àfd¸¸fd»f°f ·ffSX°fe¹f MXe¸f IYû ´fidVfÃf¯f dQ¹ff WXû, IYû AWXÊ ¸ff³ff þf¹fZ¦ffÜ

3- A³°fSXfÊ¿MÑXe¹f dJ»ffOÞXe/´fidVfÃfIYûÔ IYe °f`³ff°fe 03 U¿fÊ WXZ°fb IYe þf¹fZ¦feÜ ´fi°¹fZIY U¿fÊ IZY A³°f ¸fZÔ d³fQZVfIY, JZ»f õfSXf B³fIYe
CX´f»fd¶²f¹ffÔ, Af¨fSX¯f ½¹fUWXfSX, A³fbVffÀf³f EUÔ d³f¹fd¸f°f ´fidVfÃf¯f IZY údá¦f°f ¸fc»¹ffÔIY³f dIY¹ff þf¹fZ¦ffÜ CX´f»fd¶²f IZY
Af²ffSX ´fSX B³WXZÔ ¶f³ff¹fZ SXJ³fZ U d³fIYf»fZ þf³fZ IYf d³f¯fÊ¹f d³fQZVfIY JZ»f õfSXf d»f¹ff þf¹fZ¦ffÜ ¹fWX ´fc¯fÊ°f¹ff ¸ff³fQZ¹f / ÀfÔdUQf
IZY Af²ffSX ´fSX SXJZ þf¹fZ¦fZÔ °f`³ff°f A³°fSXfÊ¿MÑXe¹f dJ»ffOÞXe / ´fidVfÃfIYûÔ IYf ·fdU¿¹f dUd³f¹fd¸f°feIYSX¯f WXZ°fb ´fiÀ°fb°f IYûBÊ QfUf
¸ff³¹f ³fWXeÔ WXû¦ffÜ

A³¹f Vf°fZÔÊ:-
1- AfUZQ³f ´fÂf IZY Àff±f A´f³fe Vf`dÃfIY ¹fû¦¹f°ff ÀfZ Àf¸¶fd³²f°f ´fi¸ff¯f ´fÂfûÔ IYe Lf¹ff ´fid°f¹ffÔ SXfþ´fdÂf°f Ad²fIYfSXe ÀfZ ´fi¸ffd¯f°f

¹ff AfUZQIY õfSXf ÀU¹fÔ ´fi¸ffd¯f°f WXû, ÀfÔ»f¦³f IYSX³ff Ad³fUf¹fÊ WX`Ü
2- B¨LbIY A³°fSXfÊ¿MÑXe¹f dJ»ffOÞXe A´f³ff AfUZQ³f ´fÂf A´f³fZ ¸f¯OX»f IZY ÃfZÂfe¹f JZ»f IYf¹ffÊ»f¹fûÔ ¸fZÔ Ad³°f¸f d°fd±f 17 A¦fÀ°f

2026 IYe Àff¹fÔ 5:00 ¶fþZ °fIY þ¸ff IYSX ÀfIY°fZ WX`ÔÜ ÃfZÂfe¹f JZ»f IYf¹ffÊ»f¹f ¸fZÔ °f`³ff°f IiYeOÞXfd²fIYfSXe / ÃfZÂfe¹f IiYeOXfd²fIYfSXe
õfSXf AfUZQ³f ´fÂf ´fif~ IYSX d³fQZVff»f¹f ¸fZÔ CX´f»f¶²f IYSXf¹fZ þf¹fZ¦fZÔ, BÀfIZY ´f�f°f ´fif~ AfUZQ³f ´fÂfûÔ ´fSX dU¨ffSX ³fWXeÔ dIY¹ff
þf¹fZ¦ffÜ

3- þû dJ»ffOÞXe ÀfSXIYfSXe ÀfZUf ¸fZÔ WX`Ô CX³fIYû AfUZQ³f ´fÂf IZY Àff±f Àf¸¶fd³²f°f dU·ff¦f IZY dU·ff¦ff²¹fÃf IYf A³ff´fdØf ´fi¸ff¯f ´fÂf
ÀfÔ»f¦³f IYSX³ff WXû¦ffÜ

4- A·¹f±feÊ AfUZQ³f ´fÂf IYf ´fiføY´f JZ»f dU·ff¦f IZY UZUÀffBMX ��������������� A±fUf �����������´fûMXÊ»f ´fSX OXfCX³f»fûOX
IYSX ÀfIY°fZ WX`ÔÜ

(OXf0 AfSX0´fe0 dÀfÔWX)
d³fQZVfIY, JZ»f

JZ»f d³fQZVff»f¹f, CXØfSX ´fiQZVf JZ»f ·fU³f, »fJ³fDY
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