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Youngsters highlight Kodagu’s 
dilapidated roads the ‘Gen Z’ way 
E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E 
@ Madikeri

FRUSTRATED by the severe 
deterioration of  roads across 
Kodagu, youngsters have taken 
to social media to vent their an-
ger through creative satires. 
Memes depicting pothole fish 
breeding, frog-jump contests, 
finding the road in potholes 
and plantain revolution on pot-
holes are going viral across so-
cial media platforms, demand-
ing the attention of  the 
concerned authorities. 

Major PWD and urban roads 
across the district have severe-
ly deteriorated, giving rise to 
widespread public outrage. The 
Madikeri-Virajpet PWD road, 
which underwent temporary 

repairs just two months ago, 
has since turned into a social 
media sensation. In one of  the 
memes posted online, a young-
ster is seen jumping from one 
pothole to another on the Vira-
jpet-Madikeri road. In another 
meme, a youngster is suggest-
ing that locals start a fish breed-
ing initiative across the puddle-
filled potholed roads in the 
district. Another meme con-
trasts Mumbai’s musical road 
with the jarring, mechanical 
racket you hear while navigat-
ing the pitiable roads of  
Kodagu. Meanwhile, the ba-
nana plantation drive on the 
potholed roads has become pop-
ular among both the younger 
and elderly crowds, who de-
mand immediate relief  work. 

“The BJP leaders in the dis-
trict are protesting against the 
Cockroach Janata Party and 
the Congress leaders are pro-
testing against the BJP. But nei-
ther of  the party workers are 
highlighting the ground reality 
of  the district,” shared Vaibhav 
R, a techie working from Viraj-
pet. He questioned if  any of  
these protestors have travelled 
on the Virajpet-Madikeri road? 
An auto driver in the region, 
Raja explained, “If  I try to avoid 
one pothole on the road, the 
other two tyres of  the rickshaw 
end up in the adjoining pot-
holes. We have to take a zig-zag 
route throughout the stretch to 
keep our vehicles intact.” He 
shared that the Public Works 
Department had done patch-

work of  the potholed stretch 
two months ago and the same 
was washed off  in a single rain. 
Meanwhile, youngsters high-
lighting the pitiable condition 
of  the roads in a creative man-
ner and are posting across so-
cial media platforms. 

When asked, PWD AEE of  
Virajpet sub-division, Satish, 
confirmed that tenders have 
been called to carry out com-
plete re-asphalt work from Vi-
r a j p e t - B e t h r i  a n d  f ro m 
Madikeri-Murnad. 

He detailed that Rs 10.3 crore 
tender for the Virajpet-Bethri 
road and Rs 4.5 crore for the 
Madikeri-Murnad road has 
been finalised, and the work 
will begin only after the end of  
the monsoon season. 
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Legislature panel displeased over poor 
maintenance of Pilikula Nisargadhama
E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E 
@ Mangaluru

THE Karnataka Legislature 
Committee on Subordinate 
Legislation led by Chairman 
MLA S. R. Srinivas, visited Dr. 
Shivarama Karantha Pilikula 
Nisargadhama in Mangaluru 
recently, At a review meeting 
later, they expressed displeas-
ure over its poor maintenance.

Committee member MLC K. 
Shivakumar directed depart-
ment officials concerned to 
conduct a series of  monthly 
programmes through the Kan-
nada and Culture and tourism 
departments to make it a focal 
point in order to attract people. 
He urged that CSR funds from 
the big companies be used to 
enhance the infrastructure.

“When Ibrahim was the dep-
uty commissioner of  Dakshina 
Kannada, various promotional 
activities were organised due 
to which there was increased 
footfall but authorities have 
failed when it comes to public 
outreach in the last few years,” 
he remarked, while stressing a 
need for complete revamping 
of  Pilikula. He also expressed 
displeasure over outdated, 
poorly conceptualised 3D shows 
at Swami Vivekananda Plane-
tarium saying it would not at-
tract visitors as the sound sys-
tem & visual presentations 
need to be upgraded or changed. 
The DC in response, said that to 
change the existing projection 

systems and introduce modern 
laser technology, they may re-
quire Rs 10 crore and private 
funding can be utilised.

Another member MLA Man-
thar Gowda instructed there 
must be no deviation from the 
primary objective of  Pilikula 
which is conservation of  biodi-
versity, heritage, cultural lega-
cy promotion of  eco-tourism in 
the coastal region.

MLC T. A. Sharavana, when 
questioned over CSR funds re-
ceived from the government in 
the last three years and their 
usage, Dr Arun Kumar Shetty, 
deputy director of  department 
of  animal husbandry and vet-
erinary sciences said that Rs 
24.9 crore was received from 
the government in the last 
three years and the annual 
maintenance cost comes up to 
Rs 13 crore. He said due to se-
vere shortage of  staff  and a 
lack of  funds, they are strug-
gling to maintain the park. He 
said a proposal to sanction 95 
staff  has been submitted to the 
government and is yet to be 
sanctioned.

He also said that a proposal 

has been submitted to the gov-
ernment to hand over 356.20 
acres of  revenue land leased 
out to Pilikula Development 
Authority from the revenue de-
partment — to the  Science and 
Technology department. He 
added that cabinet approval for 
the same is pending.

“The previous committee 
had also expressed displeasure 
over poor maintenance of  the 
park and advised Pilikula De-
velopment Authority to hand 
over the operation and mainte-
nance of  Pilikula Biological 
Park (or zoo) to the Zoo Author-
ity of  Karnataka (ZAK). The 
process to hand over is under-
way and an assistant forest con-
servator has been appointed. 
The Zoo Authority of  Karna-
taka has, in turn, agreed to take 
up the operation and mainte-
nance,” Dr Arun added.

Committee chairman MLA 
S. R. Srinivas directed Dakshi-
na Kannada DC to submit a 
master plan for comprehensive 
development of  the park. These 
include various development 
projects, appointment of  staff, 
resource management and 
maintenance. He assured that 
the committee will discuss 
these issues with the district 
in-charge minister & CM D K 
Shivakumar and will ensure it 
is approved. Later, Srinivas 
said that the report on Pilikula 
development will be submitted 
to the chief  minister before the 
next cabinet meeting.

A wild elephant trampled a calf to death and attacked a cow in a cowshed 
situated in Kirawale village of Sakleshpur taluk on Sunday night. According to 
forest officials, the incident took place late at night.  The elephant entered a cow 
shed belonging to one Yatish after breaking the iron fence and attacked the cattle.
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