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EARLY-stage DeepTech start-
ups in Andhra Pradesh will 
now have access to high-per-
formance GPU computing, AI 
sandboxes, and specialised 
mentorship following the 
launch of  the AI Center of  Ex-
cellence (AI CoE) in Amaravati 
and Visakhapatnam on Tues-
day, July 28.

Sanctioned jointly by the 
Ministry of  Electronics and In-
formation Technology (MeitY) 
and the Department of  IT, Elec-
tronics & Communications 
(ITE&C), Government of  And-
hra Pradesh, the twin centers 
will operate under the Ratan 
Tata Innovation Hub (RTIH).

Speaking at the inaugural 
ceremony, RTIH & Andhra 
Pradesh Innovation Society 
(APIS) CEO P Dhatri Reddy 
said the facilities are designed 
to provide startups with infra-
structure, market linkages, and 
commercialisation support.

“The twin centres will 
strengthen multi-sectoral col-
laboration among academia, 
industry, and research institu-

tions, positioning the state as a 
leading destination for AI-driv-
en ventures,” she said.

Ananth Kumar, CEO of  Boot-
strap and Director (Incubation 
& Innovation) at SRM Univer-
sity, stressed on bridging opera-
tional gaps in mentorship, tech-
n o l o g y  t r a n s f e r,  a n d 
commercialisation to help re-
search-driven DeepTech con-
cepts move into commercial 
entities.

Krishna Priya Akella, Found-
er & CEO of  Starbuzz.ai, point-
ed out that startups can lever-
age the AI CoEs for critical 
GPU computing power, API ac-
cess, investor linkages, and 
market reach. Tamil Nadu AI 

Association Executive Director 
C Aarthi Ram underscored the 
necessity of  building customer-
centric support systems.

Underscoring the role of  
higher education institutions, 
Ganesh Reddy Karri, Professor 
and Deputy Director at VIT-AP 
University’s Centre of  Excel-
lence, called for deeper indus-
try-academia integration to 
drive cut-through research.

The launch event concluded 
with an interactive session led 
by RTIH Incubation Head 
Tarun, who detailed the opera-
tional framework for startups, 
including specialised AI sand-
boxes, compute facilities, and 
structured industry linkages.
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THE government has begun 
drafting a State action plan to 
combat zoonotic diseases—ill-
nesses that spread from ani-
mals to humans. 

The initiative was launched 
through a three-day One Health 
workshop in Vijayawada, or-
ganised by the State Health and 
Family Welfare Department 
with support from the National 
Centre for Disease Control, US 
CDC, and Jhpiego.

Officials from health, animal 

husbandry, forestry, environ-
ment, agriculture, and fisher-
ies departments, along with 
medical and veterinary ex-
perts, are working together to 
identify priority diseases. 

Out of  45 conditions under 
review—including scrub ty-
phus, melioidosis, anthrax, his-
toplasmosis, dengue, Zika, yel-
low fever,  Covid-19,  and 
rabies—most dangerous will be 
listed for control measures.

Discussions focused on 
strengthening surveillance sys-
tems, expanding testing capac-
ity, ensuring rapid multi-de-

par tment  response,  and 
improving information shar-
ing. Training for doctors, vet-
erinarians, and field staff, as 
well as community awareness 
programs, were emphasised.

Senior officials highlighted 
that inter-departmental coordi-
nation is essential to prevent 
outbreaks. At the end of  the 
workshop, a finalized list of  
priority zoonotic diseases and 
recommendations on preven-
tion, testing, emergency re-
sponse, training, and public 
communication will form the 
backbone of  AP’s action plan.

E X P R E S S  R E A D

27 SV Ayurvedic College 
students taken ill due  
to food poisoning
Tirupati: Twenty-seven students 
of Sri Venkateswara Ayurvedic 
Medical College were hospitalised 
after suspected food poisoning at 
the hostel in Tirupati. They 
developed symptoms like 
diarrhoea, nausea and abdominal 
pain after having dinner on 
Monday night and were shifted to 
TTD Central Hospital. TTD Joint 
Executive Officer A Sharath said 
all students responded to 
treatment and were discharged 
after their condition stabilised. 
Officials said the food was 
supplied by the SVIMS Central 
Canteen and no other students or 
staff reported symptoms

Govt to come up with plan of action 
to combat zoonotic diseases in State

Two AI CoEs launched to 
boost DeepTech startups
Twin centers to strengthen multi-sectoral research collaboration

After father’s bronze in 2010, Ajaya Babu bags silver medal at CWG
S R E E N U  B A B U   P A T I V A D A 
@ Vizianagaram

VALLURI Ajaya Babu, hailing 
from Kondavelagada village 
under Nellimarla mandal in 
Vizianagaram district, won the 
silver medal in the men’s 79kg 
category at the 2026 Common-
wealth Games in Glasgow. The 
21-year-old claimed silver by 
lifting 149kg in snatch and 
181kg in clean and jerk for a to-
tal of  330kg, narrowly missing 
out on gold to Malaysia’s Erry 

Hidayat Muhammad, who to-
talled a Games record 331kg 
(147+184) during a gripping 
contest on Monday night. Eng-
land’s Chris Murray claimed 
the bronze medal with a com-
bined lift of  325kg.

Ajaya’s father, Valluri Srini-
vasa Rao, won Commonwealth 
bronze in 2010, putting Kondav-
elagada on the global map. Six-
teen years later, Ajaya carried 
forward the family’s weightlift-
ing legacy with a silver medal.

Ajaya Babu has won nine 

gold medals, including the Jun-
ior Commonwealth Weightlift-
ing Championship-2023 and 
Senior Commonwealth Weight-
lifting Championship-2024, be-
sides two silver and two bronze 
medals at various national and 
international events. His father 
first discovered his talent in 
weightlifting. Ajaya later 
moved to Vijayawada for for-
mal coaching before joining the 
Army Sports Institute, eventu-
ally becoming one of  the top 
weightlifters from the region.

Speaking to TNIE, Ajaya Ba-
bu’s father and 2010 Common-
wealth bronze medallist Valluri 
Srinivasa Rao said, “Ajaya 
Babu is just six-year-old boy 
when in clinch bronze medal in 
2010 Commonwealth Games 
held at New Delhi. Now, he be-
comes a top weightlifter and 
representing India on interna-
tional platforms. I am very hap-
py that he continued my legacy 
in weightlifting bringing lau-
rels to my village as well as my 
nation. I thank all mighty, fam-

ily members, friends, weight-
lifting associations and all sup-
porters for their outstanding 
cooperation in clinching silver 
in commonwealth games.”

Chief  Minister N Chandrab-
ababu Naidu praised Valluri 
Ajay Babu for winning the 
Commonwealth Games silver 
medal, expressing hope that he 
would bring greater laurels to 
the district in future. 

On Tuesday, MSME Minister 
felicitated K Srinivas felicitat-
ed Ajay Babu’s father, Valluri 

Srinivasa Rao, at his camp of-
fice along with former MLC Pa-
kalapati Raghu Varma. 

Srinivas said, “My close 
friend Srinivasa Rao has 
trained hundreds of  weightlift-
ers and molded them into 
champions. It is a matter of  tre-
mendous pride that his son is 
carrying forward that legacy 
by winning a Commonwealth 
medal. Father then and son 
now have etched Vizianagar-
am’s name permanently on the 
global sports map.”

3 killed, 13 hurt as lorry rams into van
E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E 
@ Vizianagaram

THREE people, including an 
eight-year-old boy, were killed 
and 13 others injured in a road 
accident near Chelluru village 
in the district in the early hours 
of  Tuesday. The deceased were 
identified as Chintapalli Ram-
babu alias Ramunaidu (50), Ma-
jji Narayanarao (50) and B Mo-
hana Naidu (8), all from 
Bocchapeta village in Vizag.

The accident occurred when 
a speeding lorry coming from 

Vizag rammed into a parked 
van from behind and dragged it 
for nearly 500 metres before 
stopping. The victims were dai-
ly wage labourers and their 
family members from Bocchap-
eta, who were travelling to Ray-
agada on a pilgrimage and had 
halted at Chelluru village to 
pick up two more persons.

According to sources, 16 
members from three families 
residing in Bocchapeta under 
Padmanabham mandal in Visa-
khapatnam district, Boddava-
lasa in Denkada mandal and 

Chelluru in Vizianagaram ru-
ral mandal had hired a passen-
ger van to visit Majji Gowram-
ma temple, popularly known as 
Maa Majhighariani, in Raya-
gada. The van picked up pas-
sengers from Bocchapeta and 
Aynada Junction before halt-
ing near Chelluru.

The impact crushed the rear 
portion of  the van, killing three 
passengers on the spot and in-
juring 13 others. Two of  the in-
jured suffered leg fractures, 
while one was reported to be in 
critical condition. Based on in-

formation from locals, Viziana-
garam rural police rushed to 
the spot. The injured were 
shifted to Government General 
Hospital (GGH) in Vizianagar-
am, where they are undergoing 
treatment.

“Based on the local informa-
tion, we reached the site imme-
diately and launched the rescue 
operation. A case was regis-
tered and an investigation is on 
to ascertain the circumstances 
surrounding the collision,” 
Vizianagaram Rural SI Ashok 
Kumar told the media.

An unidentified man died after falling from a moving 
train near Peddapalli Railway Station under Eluru 
Railway Police limits on Tuesday. Police shifted body to 
Eluru Sarvajana Hospital mortuary, and launched a probe
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