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The PM 2.5 level recorded in Tirunelveli 
on Monday. Nitrogen dioxide level was 
at 21 µg/m3 against the prescribed 
standard of 80 µg/m3
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Mullakadu shipyard project: Saltpan 
workers and producers hold protest
E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E  
@ Thoothukudi

HUNDREDS of  saltpan work-
ers and producers on Monday 
held a protest at the collector-
ate opposing the proposed ship-
building project at the Mul-
lakadu-Kovalam beach. 

The leaders of  the protest pe-
titioned Collector Vishu Ma-
hajan who chaired the weekly 
grievance redressal meeting at 
the collectorate.

Over 2,000 persons including 
the salt pan lessees of  ‘poram-
boke’ lands, patta land holders, 
and saltpan workers participat-
ed in the agitation against the 
state government proposal to 
allocate the poramboke lands 
leased for salt pans for ship 
building project on behalf  of  a 
joint venture formed between 
the SIPCOT and the Union Min-
istry of  Shipping.

Condemning the state gov-
ernment for pushing the project 
to the saltpan areas of  Mul-
lakadu, the lessees said that it 
is unethical to replace the salt-
erns with a multinational ship-
building industry. They also 
rejected the district adminis-
tration’s allocation of  land par-
cel belonging to SIPCOT for de-
veloping salt pans at Vaippar 
village in order to rehabilitate 
and resettle those who need to 
be displaced for the project. 

Kovalam Pasuntharai small-
scale salt producers association 
secretary P Sekar outrightly 
denied the district administra-
tion’s package of  alternative 
land and compensation for the 
salt producers. Calling it an eye 
wash, he said that the district 
administration must relocate 
the ship building project to 
Vaippar, where the sea depth is 
30 feet, while it is 14 ft deep at 
Mullakadu. The ship building 
project will affect the fishing 
activity and cause pollution, he 
alleged. LR Sivakar, one of  the 
leaders of  the agitation, said 
the TVK government is keen on 

focusing on shipbuilding 
projects, disregarding the in-
terests of  the salt producers. 
“If  the district administration 
did not consider our reasonable 
demands, the agitation would 
acquire the magnitude of  the 
anti-Sterlite agitation,” he 
warned.  

Amirthammal, a salt pan 
worker, said they have been 
working for three generations 
at the salterns of  Mullakadu. It 
has been a viable place for salt 
production and employment. 
The shipbuilding project will 
immediately affect their liveli-
hood, she said. 

E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E  
@ Thoothukudi

THOOTHUKUDI: A 40-year-old 
saltpan worker was hacked to 
death during a drunken brawl 
at Sundar Nagar near Muthai-
ahpuram. The murder took 
place on Sunday afternoon, but 
it came to light only after the 
suspect, Karthick (24), surren-
dered at Muthaiahpuram po-
lice station on Monday. The de-
ceased was Arul Raj of  
Muthaiahpuram. Sources said 
Karthick and Arul had con-
sumed alcohol at the former’s 
house on Sunday.  The two had 
a heated argument over a fam-
ily issue which spiraled into an 
fight. Karthick attacked Arul 
with a sickle, killing the latter 
on the spot, said sources. After 
the murder, Karthick locked 
the home and fled. On Monday, 
he arrived with an advocate 
and surrendered at the Muthi-
ahpuram police station. 

The police shifted the body to 
Thoothukudi medical college 
hospital for postmortem. A case 
has been registered. Karthick 
was arrested. 

Panayankurichi residents demand  
closure of three ‘polluting’ quarries
E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E 
@ Tirunelveli

RESIDENTS of  Panayanku-
richi village near Amba-
samudram demanded the dis-
trict administration to cancel 
the licences of  three stone 
quarries operating around 
their village. They alleged that 
the quarries have been causing 
severe environmental damage, 
depleting groundwater and 
damaging roads.

The residents submitted a pe-
tition to District Collector 
Anand Mohan at the grievance 
redressal meeting on Monday. 

The villagers stated that over 
2,000 people live in Panayanku-
richi and that agriculture is 
their primary source of  
livelihood. 

“The quarries operating near 
agricultural lands are violating 
mining rules, affecting the vil-
lage’s ecology and public safety. 
The repeated blasting of  high-
power unauthorised explosives 
has resulted in cracks in our 
houses. The continuous quar-
rying has adversely affected 
groundwater levels. About 500 
acres of  farmland is losing the 
irrigation facility,” they 
alleged. 

They further claimed that 
heavy trucks transporting 
stones have badly damaged the 
village’s narrow roads, and cre-
ated safety risks for schoolchil-
dren and others.  The petition 

also raised concerns over air 
and noise pollution. “The dust 
from the quarry has formed 
layers on our crops, resulting 
in withering. The residents suf-
fer respiratory problems. The 
district administration should 
revoke the permissions grant-
ed to the quarries and close 
them permanently,” the villag-
ers demanded. 

In Tenkasi, BJP district pres-
ident Ananthan Ayyasamy and 
his party functionaries peti-
tioned District Collector Ran-
jeet Singh requesting permis-
sion for the farmers of  Therku 
Sathiram to desilt and strength-
en the tank bund. “Though the 

tank belongs to Thiruva-
vaduthurai Adheenam, the 
farmers are prepared to bear 
the entire cost themselves and 
seek only the district adminis-
tration’s approval,” he said in 
his petition. 

Ananthan also demanded im-
mediate intervention of  the col-
lector to protect the livelihoods 
of  1,300 families dependent on 
traditional brick kilns at Kandi-
gaiperi, Pannaivanamperi, Per-
iyur, Vasudevanallur, Sankara-
nkovil  and sur rounding 
villages while ensuring compli-
ance with environmental 
norms through a fair and prac-
tical approach.

Render state song first at MSU convocation: MP 
E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E 
@ Tirunelveli

TIRUNELVELI MP C Robert 
Bruce on Monday condemned 
the decision of  Manonmaniam 
Sundaranar University (MSU) 
authorities to relegate the sing-
ing of  the State Song ‘Tamil 
Thai Vaazhthu’ after the Na-
tional Song ‘Vande Mataram’ 
and the National Anthem dur-
ing its 33rd convocation on 
Tuesday. 

 The Congress MP also 
claimed Higher Education Min-
ister P Viswanathan, who be-
longs to the Congress, would 

not participate in the event.
However, when TNIE con-

tacted him, Viswanathan con-
firmed that he would take part 
in the convocation.

On July 24, MSU Vice-
Chancellor N Chan-
drasekar announced 
that Tamil Thai Vaazh-
thu would be sung third 
as directed by the office 
of  Governor RV Arle-
kar.  In a statement, 
Bruce termed the deci-
sion undemocratic and said it 
was unacceptable that ‘Tamil 
Thai Vaazhthu’ would be sung 
third at a university named af-

ter Manonmaniam Sundara-
nar, who penned the song. 

He recalled that Tamil Thai 
Vaazhthu, published in 1891, 

has been the State song 
of  Tamil Nadu since 
1970. “Relegating it to 
the  third  posit ion 
amounts to disrespect-
ing its author. I urge the 
varsity to restore the 
long-standing practice 
of  singing Tamil Thai 
Vaazhthu first, failing 

which the convocation should 
be cancelled,” he demanded. 

Meanwhile, Kadayanallur 
legislator T M Rajendran of  the 

DMK wrote to VC Chan-
drasekar informing him that 
he would not attend the convo-
cation over the same issue. Re-
turning the invitation sent to 
him, the MLA said he was dis-
appointed by the university’s 
announcement. 

Rajendran reminded that 
Tamil Thai Vaazhthu has tradi-
tionally been sung first at offi-
cial functions in Tamil Nadu. 
Urging the university to respect 
the sentiments of  the people, he 
demanded that Tamil Thai 
Vaazhthu be sung first, fol-
l owe d  by  t h e  N at i o n a l 
Anthem.

Bodies of two boys missing 
in sea recovered by divers
THOOTHUKUDI: Conch divers 
on Monday recovered the bod-
ies of  two minors who had gone 
missing while swimming in the 
sea off  Tharuvaikulam beach 
on Sunday. The deceased were 
X Joshua (16) and M Manoj (16), 
both residents of  Tharuvaiku-
lam. Sources said the boys had 
gone missing after entering the 
sea near Tharuvaikulam beach. 
As their bodies did not wash 
ashore by Monday morning, 
marine police and fishermen 
sought the help of  experienced 

conch divers. The divers 
searched the undersea coral 
rock formations located about 
300 metres from the shore and 
recovered the bodies of  the two 
boys. The bodies were taken to 
the Thoothukudi Medical Col-
lege Hospital for postmortem 
and were later handed over to 
their parents. Tiruchendur 
MLA and DMK south district 
secretary Anitha R Rad-
hakrishnan visited the fami-
lies, paid floral tributes and 
consoled the parents.  ENS

Custodial death: CB-CID 
team visits Nagercoil jail
Kanniyakumari: A CB-CID team 
led by SP Sajitha held an 
investigation at the Nagercoil 
district jail on Monday in 
connection with the alleged 
custodial death of a differently 
abled youth, S Sabari Varman, 
earlier this month. She held 
inquiries with the prison officials. 
Senior CB-CID officials from 
Tirunelveli and Nagercoil, 
including the Investigation Officer 
and DSP Raj Kumar accompanied
her. Police had earlier arrested 
three prison personnel as well as 
a few prisoners.    ENS

Saltpan lessees and saltpan workers staged a protest at the Thoothukudi district 
collectorate on Monday |  EXPRESS

Saltpan worker 
murdered during 
drunken brawl

Residents of Panayankurichi village submitted a petition to the Tirunelveli  District 
Collector on Monday demanding action against three stone quarries allegedly 
polluting the environment and damaging roads in their  locality |  EXPRESS

The repeated blasting of high-power unauthorised explosives 
has resulted in cracks in our houses. The continuous quarrying 
has adversely affected groundwater levels 

Residents of Panayankurichi village 

Robert Bruce

Date : 28/07/2026  Authorized Officer
Place :  NAGERCOIL    For Cholamandalam Investment and Finance Company Limited
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POSSESSION NOTICE (Rule 8 (1) (For Immovable Property)
WHEREAS the undersigned being the Authorised Officer of M/s. CHOLAMANDALAM INVESTMENT AND FINANCE COMPANY LIMITED, under the 
Securitisation and Reconstruction of Financial Assets and Enforcement of Security Interest Act, 2002 hereinafter called the Act and in exercise of powers 
conferred under Section 13[12] read with Rule 3 of the Security Interest [Enforcement] Rules, 2002 issued demand notices calling upon the borrowers, 
whose names have been indicated below on dates specified to repay the outstanding amount indicated below with interest thereon within 60 days from
the date of receipt of the said notice. The borrowers having failed to repay the amount, notice is hereby given to the borrowers in particular and the Public 
in general that the undersigned has taken Possession of the properties mortgaged with the Company described herein below on the respective dates 
mentioned in exercise of the powers conferred on him under Sub–section (4) of Section 13 of Act read with Rule 8 of the Security Interest (Enforcement) 
Rules 2002. The borrowers attention is invited to provisions of sub–section (8) of section 13 of the Act, in respect of time available, to redeem the secured 
assets. The borrowers in particular and the Public in general are hereby cautioned not to deal with the properties mentioned below and any such dealings 
will be subject to the charge of M/s. Cholamandalam Investment And Finance Company Limited for an amount mentioned and interest thereon.

Loan Account No : HE01NRL00000016260; Name and Address of Borrower: 1. PERUMAL NADAR SUTHAN (APPLICANT),  
2. VASANTHAPERUMALNADAR (CO-APPLICANT), 3. PERUMALNADAR SUBIN (CO-APPLICANT), 4. CHELLATHURAI SHEELA (CO-
APPLICANT), ALL ARE RESIDING AT: 2/64-A, PALPANNAI THERU, MILK SOCIETY, SOUTH THAMARAIKULAM, KANYAKUMARI TAMIL NADU 
- 629701, 5. TRAFFIC MENS FASHION (REPRESENTED BY ITS PROPRIETOR OF SUTHAN P) (CO-APPLICANT), 18-93C-1BEACH ROAD 
NORTH KUNDAL, KANYAKUMARI TAMILNADU 629702; Date of Demand  Notice : 13/05/2026; Out Standing Amount : Rs.20,41,698/– as on 
13/05/2026 and interest thereon. ; Date of Possession : 24.07.2026

Description of the Immovable Property : All that pieceand parcel of land and building Kanyakumari District, Kanyakumari Regn. District 
Kottaram Regn. Sub District, Agastheeswaram Taluk, South Thamaraikulam Village, (previously Thamaraikulam) South Thamaraikulam Town 
Panchayat, Survey No Old S.No.1981, New. S.No.659/2, now as per Patta No.7014 S.No.659/2B Area and description: 1941 sq. Ft., 4 Cents 
and 456sq. Links and the building constructed thereon bearing D.No.2/64B with allregular rights. Boundaries East: Road. South: Property 
belongs to Panaiyeri Sangam and Rajammal, West: Site of Jehatheesan, North: Site of Kannappan.

Branch Office: 43L, 2nd Floor, Centre Tower, Dennison Road, Near Vasantham Hospital, Nagercoil - 629001E- AUCTION SALE NOTICE

STATE BANK OF INDIA
PULIYANGUDI BRANCH

No.12, Main Road, Puliyangudi - 627855 

Name of the Borrower Mr. C.Nagamani 
Vehicle Registration Number TN 79 P 9756 (With RC)

Make / Model GREAVES D435 CITY EX /2025 
Vehicle Location Raja Parking, Tenkasi, 

Reserve Price Rs. 2,20,000/-
 EMD Rs. 22,000/-

DETAILS OF SALE
Date  and  time of E- Auction 05-08-2026, 11.00 am to 12.00 noon

EMD Remittance
Submission of EMD Through “DEMAND 
DRAFT” in favour of State Bank of India, 
Puliyangudi Branch.

Bid Multiplier Rs. 1,000/-
Inspection of Vehicle 28-07-2026 to 04-08-2026
Last date for submission of 
online bid  application with EMD 04-08-2026 upto 4.00 pm

For the further Details the intending bidders may please contact: 
The  Branch  Manager, State Bank of India, No.12, Main Road, Puliyangudi 
-627809�� ������� ������ ������ Phone: 94877 12445, 99760 11616, or the 
Bank’s  approved service provider  M/s. C1 India Pvt Ltd., Mr. M.Prabakaran 
: +91-7418281709 or Through https://bankeauctions.com, tn@c1india.com, 
support@bankeauctions.com. 
�������������������� �����������������
Place  : Puliyangudi                                        State Bank of India, Puliyangudi 


