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Sangolli Rayanna 
Museum: High entry 

fee a hurdle for tourists
E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E 
@Belagavi

THE entry fee at Sangolli Ray-
anna Museum at Nandagad in 
Khanapur taluk, built by the 
state to commemorate the life 
and valour of  freedom fighter 
Sangolli Rayanna, has trig-
gered a debate over ticket pric-
es discouraging tourists and 
students from visiting the his-
torical site.

The museum was established 
with the objective of  acquaint-
ing the younger generation 
with Rayanna’s bravery, patri-
otism and contribution to the 
freedom struggle. Hundreds of  
tourists, students and history 
enthusiasts from different 
parts of  Karnataka visit Nand-
agad every day. However, visi-
tors have expressed concern 
that the existing fee structure 
is relatively expensive, particu-
larly for families and educa-
tional groups.

At present, adults are charged 
`150 as an entry fee, while cars 
are charged ̀ 50 and two-wheel-
ers `25. Families visiting the 
museum have to bear both the 
entry and vehicle charges, in-
creasing the overall expense. 
The cost is considered particu-

larly burdensome for school 
and college groups, which often 
visit the museum as part of  
educational tours.

Members of  the public have 
urged the government to intro-
duce concessions for students,
educational institutions and lo-
cal visitors. They said the mu-
seum, constructed with crores 
of  rupees in government fund-
ing, should remain accessible 
to ordinary people and should 
not allow ticket prices to be-
come a barrier to learning 
about Karnataka’s history.

Social worker Parashuram 
Madar of  Nandagad said the 
museum should be developed 
as a major tourism centre. “The 
government’s responsibility is 
not only to preserve history but 
also to make it accessible to the 
common people. The entry fee 
should be reconsidered, and af-
fordable rates should be fixed 
for students and ordinary visi-
tors,” he said. Sangolli Rayan-
na Authority, Belagavi Com-
m i s s i o n e r  S h a r a n a p p a 
Kongawad said a letter seeking 
concessions for students had 
already been submitted. “A pro-
posal to reduce the entry fee 
will be discussed by the govern-
ment shortly,” he said.

Man held for forging signatures of deceased
Belagavi: Market police arrested a 67-year-old man for allegedly 
using forged signatures and documents to sell a piece of land 
belonging to a person who had died nearly 60 years ago. The 
accused has been identified as Vishnu Krishnarao Patil, a resident of 
Laxmi Nagar, Balekundri Khurd. Police said that Basayya Balayya 
Pujari of Honihal had lodged a complaint at the Market police 
station on August 25, 2025. Based on the complaint, police 
registered Crime No. 179/2025 under various sections relating to 
cheating, forgery and the preparation and use of forged documents. 
During investigation, police found that the complainant’s 
grandfather, late Dandayya Basalingaya Pujari, owned 37 gunthas of 
land in Survey No. 65/1 and 35 gunthas in Survey No. 65/4 at 
Honihal. Although Dandayya had died around six decades ago, his 
name and signature were allegedly misused to prepare fraudulent 
documents relating to the property. Police further found that based 
on the allegedly forged documents, a sale deed was registered at 
the Belagavi South Sub-Registrar’s Office on April 8, 2024. The land 
was subsequently allegedly sold in the name of another person, 
resulting in the complainant being cheated. During the investigation, 
police identified Patil’s involvement in the case, took him into 
custody and, following interrogation, arrested him on Saturday.

Will seek details of central schemes for K’taka’s co-op sector: Savadi
E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E 
@Vijayapura

STATING that the Union Gov-
ernment has not given any spe-
cific scheme to help the coop-
erative sectors of  the State 
government after creating a 
separate Ministry at the cen-
tral level, Lakshman Savadi, 
Cooperation Minister, has said 

that he will try to get details of  
the schemes.

Addressing the media here 
on Sunday, he said that he will 
try to meet Union Cooperative 
Minister Amit Shah in the com-
ing days to find out schemes for 
the State government.

With regard to the demand to 
waive farmers’ loans following 
the drought in the State, the 

minister said that the govern-
ment is assessing the crop loss 
first.

He added, “We know that 
farmers have incurred losses 
in the present Kharif  season; at 
the same time, they are still 
pinning hopes on the Rabi crop. 
The agriculture, horticulture 
and the revenue departments 
together have to give a final re-

port. Only after that, the gov-
ernment can think of  taking 
any decision on loan waiver.”

Replying to the opposition 
holding protests inside and out-
side Vidhana Soudha demand-
ing resignation of  Minister B 
Nagendra, Savadi said that the 
BJP is doing so only to target 
an individual and defame him.

He said that the BJP itself  

had constituted a committee to 
check the drought status of  the 
State and submit a report to the 
government. The party leaders 
visited many districts. “Now, 
why has the BJP not given any 
report and why not ask for dis-
cussion on that? Instead, the 
BJP is wasting time on target-
i n g  a n  i n d iv i d u a l , ”  h e 
remarked. 

WhatsApp ‘RTO App’ link leads to `3.81L cyber fraud in Gokak
Gokak: A resident of Maldini village has reportedly lost `3.81 lakh in a cyber fraud 
after allegedly downloading a fake RTO application received through a WhatsApp 
message. According to the complaint, Bangeppa Bangennavar received a WhatsApp 
message containing a link to an application purportedly related to the Regional 
Transport Office (RTO). Believing the message to be genuine, he reportedly clicked 
the link and downloaded the application on his mobile phone. The following day, 
Bangennavar allegedly discovered that his PhonePe account had been 
compromised. Subsequently, `3.81 lakh was reportedly transferred from his bank 
account linked to PhonePe without his knowledge or consent. Following this, 
Bangennavar approached the Cyber Crime Police in Belagavi and lodged a 
complaint. Police have registered a case and launched an investigation into the 
fraudulent transactions and the persons behind the scam. ENS

Retired Bank Employees’ Welfare 
Association meeting tomorrow
Belagavi: The Belagavi District Central 
Cooperative Bank Retired Employees’ Welfare 
Association has invited all retired employees to 
attend its meeting at Mahant Bhavan, Mahantesh 
Nagar on Tuesday at 11 am. Former MP Annasheb 
Jolle will inaugurate the meeting, while 
Cooperation Minister Laxman Savadi will preside 
over it. ENS

Sardar High School gets `8-cr upgrade
E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E 
@ Belagavi 

THE Karnataka Public School 
(Sardar High School) at Kak-
tives in Belagavi is set for a ma-
jor transformation with Rs 8.04 
crore being invested in modern 
infrastructure and technology-
enabled education facilities.

MLA Asif  Raju Sait on Satur-
day inaugurated robotic, lan-
guage and virtual laboratories at 
the school and performed the 
bhoomi puja for construction of  
new classrooms at the cost of  `5 
crore under the Public Works De-
partment’s 2025-26 programme.

Of  the total allocation, Rs 

3.04 crore will be spent on smart 
facilities, robotics and lan-
guage laboratories, besides up-
grading workshops and provid-
ing other technology-based 

educational infrastructure.
Sait said he had focused on 

the school’s development since 
his first visit after being elected, 
when students had raised the is-
sue of  inadequate toilet facili-
ties. The toilets were subse-
quently constructed, and efforts
had continued to improve the 
school’s infrastructure, he said. 
DDPI Leelavathi Hiremath said 
over ̀ 8 crore had been provided 
for the school’s development. 
With nearly 2,000 students en-
rolled, the modern facilities 
would help improve the quality 
of  education and promote tech-
nology-based learning in gov-
ernment schools.
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Karnataka State Sugarcane Growers’ Association president Kuruburu Shantakumar demanded 
that farmers be permitted to produce ethanol on a small scale on their own premises. The 
benefits of ethanol production should not be confined to large sugar factories, he said, urging 
the government to introduce simple rules and policies enabling farmers to produce ethanol


